A Fragile Balance: The Extraordinary Story of
Australian Marsupials

By Christopher Dickman

Read Online ©

A Fragile Balance: The Extraordinary Story of Australian Marsupials By
Christopher Dickman

Marsupials are nearly synonymous with Australia. Although one of these
enigmatic pouched mammal s—the opossum—inhabits the United States and
another 80 or so thrive in South America, some 220 species are confined to the
Australasian region. In Australia, marsupials are the most diverse and dominant
indigenous species, from the wallaby and the wombat to the kangaroo and koala.

The extraordinary story of these fascinating animals, A Fragile Balance provides
the most up-to-date information on marsupials without losing sight of the unique
set of circumstances that led them to prevalence Down Under. Covering all
marsupia speciesin Australia, the book uses an evolutionary framework to
interpret the marsupia’ s biological traits. Each species account includes a basic
biological description, arange map, and a measure of conservation status. The
accounts are bounded by general chapters on biology, natural history, cultural
history, and conservation. A Fragile Balance is the first book to emphasize
interactions between and among marsupials, as well as between humans and
marsupials.

Combining the expertise of renowned biologist Christopher Dickman with the
artistic talents of illustrator Rosemary Woodford Ganf, A Fragile Balance will be
amuch celebrated reference for mammal ogists worldwide, as well as for readers
interested in Australian natural and cultural history.
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Marsupias are nearly synonymous with Australia. Although one of these enigmatic pouched mammals—the
opossum—inhabits the United States and another 80 or so thrive in South America, some 220 species are
confined to the Australasian region. In Australia, marsupials are the most diverse and dominant indigenous
species, from the wallaby and the wombat to the kangaroo and koala

The extraordinary story of these fascinating animals, A Fragile Balance provides the most up-to-date
information on marsupials without losing sight of the unique set of circumstances that led them to prevalence
Down Under. Covering al marsupial speciesin Australia, the book uses an evolutionary framework to
interpret the marsupial’s biological traits. Each species account includes a basic biological description, a
range map, and a measure of conservation status. The accounts are bounded by general chapters on biology,
natural history, cultural history, and conservation. A Fragile Balance is the first book to emphasize
interactions between and among marsupias, as well as between humans and marsupials.

Combining the expertise of renowned biologist Christopher Dickman with the artistic talents of illustrator
Rosemary Woodford Ganf, A Fragile Balance will be a much celebrated reference for mammal ogists
worldwide, as well asfor readers interested in Australian natural and cultural history.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Many drawings and far more words have been devoted to Australian mammals; this book surpasses them
al. Thedrawings, nay the art , of Ganf, is breathtaking. Every hair, every spot of mold on aleaf, every piece
of bark, isdrawn in exquisite detail. Thetext . . . is authoritative and engaging. . . . Don't missthe
opportunity to bound to a bookstore, glide to the Internet, or jump on the opportunity to spend hours with this
book."

(Choice)

"The author is one of the world's leading marsupiologists, and he draws deeply on his own three decades of
research experience as he leads us through the evolution, systematics, ecology, ethology, natural history, and
conservation of Australian marsupials. . . . A superb all-round introduction for any researcher who wantsto
know more about marsupials. . . . Ganf's breathtaking portraits of marsupials have akind of transcendent
quality that amost suggests an inherent vulnerability, in corroboration of the book's title."

(Marcel Cardillo Quarterly Review of Biology)

About the Author

Christopher Dickensis professor in the school of biological sciences at the University of Sydney.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Smith:

The guide untitled A Fragile Balance: The Extraordinary Story of Australian Marsupiasis the publication
that recommended to you to study. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did
alot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou
also could possibly get the e-book of A Fragile Balance: The Extraordinary Story of Australian Marsupials
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

ChrisWalker:

Reading a book to become new life stylein thisyr; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
A Fragile Balance: The Extraordinary Story of Australian Marsupials offer you a new experience in reading
through a book.



Andrew McConnéell:

Beside that A Fragile Balance: The Extraordinary Story of Australian Marsupialsin your phone, it may give
you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It
is good thing to have A Fragile Balance: The Extraordinary Story of Australian Marsupials because this book
offersto your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have thisin your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss the item? Find this book and also read it from today!

Rosemarie Nicoll:

Y ou can find this A Fragile Balance: The Extraordinary Story of Australian Marsupials by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issueif you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are till revise. Let's
try to choose suitable ways for you.
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