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With passion, wit, and good common sense, the celebrated poet Mary Oliver tells
of the basic ways a poem is built-meter and rhyme, form and diction, sound and
sense. Drawing on poems from Robert Frost, Elizabeth Bishop, and others,
Oliver imparts an extraordinary amount of information in a remarkably short
space. “Stunning” (Los Angeles Times). Index.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
This slender guide by Mary Oliver deserves a place on the shelves of any budding poet. In clear, accessible
prose, Oliver (winner of both the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award for poetry) arms the reader
with an understanding of the technical aspects of poetry writing. Her lessons on sound, line (length, meter,
breaks), poetic forms (and lack thereof), tone, imagery, and revision are illustrated by a handful of wonderful
poems (too bad Oliver was so modest as to not include her own). What could have been a dry account is
infused throughout with Oliver's passion for her subject, which she describes as "a kind of possible love
affair between something like the heart (that courageous but also shy factory of emotion) and the learned
skills of the conscious mind." One comes away from this volume feeling both empowered and daunted.
Writing poetry is good, hard work.

From Publishers Weekly
National Book Award winner Oliver ( New and Selected Poems ) delivers with uncommon concision and
good sense that paradoxical thing: a prose guide to writing poetry. Her discussion may be of equal interest to
poetry readers and beginning or experienced writers. She's neither a romantic nor a mechanic, but someone
who has observed poems and their writing closely and who writes with unassuming authority about the work
she and others do, interspersing history and analysis with exemplary poems (the poets include James Wright,
William Carlos Williams, Elizabeth Bishop, Marianne Moore and Walt Whitman). Divided into short
chapters on sound, the line, imagery, tone, received forms and free verse, the book also considers the need
for revision (an Oliver poem typically passes through 40 or 50 drafts before it is done) and the pros and cons
of writing workshops. And though her prose is wisely spare, a reader also falls gladly on signs of a poet:
"Who knows anyway what it is, that wild, silky part of ourselves without which no poem can live?" or
"Poems begin in experience, but poems are not in fact experience . . . they exist in order to be poems."
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Late in his career, William Butler Yeats urged fellow poets to learn their craft. Heeding his advice, Pulitzer
Prize-winning poet Oliver (New and Selected Poems, LJ 10/92) provides an excellent handbook for young
poets on the formal aspects and structure of poetry. Oliver excels at explaining the sound and sense of
poetry-from scansion to imagery, diction to voice. She stresses the importance of reading poetry, since, in
order to write well, "it is entirely necessary to read widely and deeply." Sage advice is given in an entire
chapter dedicated to revision, wherein Oliver urges poets to consider their first draft "an unfinished piece of
work" that can be polished and improved later. Written in a pleasant and lucid style, this book is a wonderful
resource for teachers of poetry. Highly recommended for all school libraries.
Tim Gavin, Episcopal Acad., Merion, Pa.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Walker:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the



unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take A Poetry Handbook as the daily resource
information.

George Conner:

The reserve untitled A Poetry Handbook is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see
the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of A
Poetry Handbook from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Lynn Lambert:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking A Poetry Handbook that
give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
could pick A Poetry Handbook become your current starter.

Janice Hayes:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time
to be learn. A Poetry Handbook can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those
short free time problems.
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