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The Algerian War lasted from 1954 to 1962. It brought down six French
governments, led to the collapse of the Fourth Republic, returned de Gaulle to
power, and came close to provoking a civil war on French soil. More than a
million Muslim Algerians died in the conflict and as many European settlers
were driven into exile. Above all, the war was marked by an unholy marriage of
revolutionary terror and repressive torture.

Nearly a half century has passed since this savagely fought war ended in
Algeria’s independence, and yet—as Alistair Horne argues in his new preface to
his now-classic work of history—its repercussions continue to be felt not only in
Algeria and France, but throughout the world. Indeed from today’s vantage point
the Algerian War looks like a full-dress rehearsal for the sort of amorphous
struggle that convulsed the Balkans in the 1990s and that now ravages the Middle
East, from Beirut to Baghdad—struggles in which questions of religion,
nationalism, imperialism, and terrorism take on a new and increasingly lethal
intensity.

A Savage War of Peace is the definitive history of the Algerian War, a book that
brings that terrible and complicated struggle to life with intelligence, assurance,
and unflagging momentum. It is essential reading for our own violent times as
well as a lasting monument to the historian’s art.
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the Fourth Republic, returned de Gaulle to power, and came close to provoking a civil war on French soil.
More than a million Muslim Algerians died in the conflict and as many European settlers were driven into
exile. Above all, the war was marked by an unholy marriage of revolutionary terror and repressive torture.

Nearly a half century has passed since this savagely fought war ended in Algeria’s independence, and
yet—as Alistair Horne argues in his new preface to his now-classic work of history—its repercussions
continue to be felt not only in Algeria and France, but throughout the world. Indeed from today’s vantage
point the Algerian War looks like a full-dress rehearsal for the sort of amorphous struggle that convulsed the
Balkans in the 1990s and that now ravages the Middle East, from Beirut to Baghdad—struggles in which
questions of religion, nationalism, imperialism, and terrorism take on a new and increasingly lethal intensity.

A Savage War of Peace is the definitive history of the Algerian War, a book that brings that terrible and
complicated struggle to life with intelligence, assurance, and unflagging momentum. It is essential reading
for our own violent times as well as a lasting monument to the historian’s art.
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Editorial Review

Review
“He brings a long historical perspective and six decades of experience to bear on the affairs of the day.”
–Salon.com

"First the Pentagon plugged the movie, now President Bush is reading the book...A Savage War of Peace,
British historian Alistair Horne's celebrated 1977 account of the [Algerian] war...Former U.S. Secretary of
State Henry Kissinger, who recommended A Savage War of Peace to Bush, said recently on PBS' Charlie
Rose Show that he did not believe 'that the French experience could be applied precisely to the United States.
But I thought there were enough similarities and enough complexities and enough tragedy for the president
to gain a perspective on his own period.'" —Associated Press

"Anyone interested in Iraq should read this book immediately." —Thomas Ricks,The Washington Post

“[Horne’s] tome is so well written it reads more like a novel but is, in fact, a work of superior historical
narrative…There are few historical works that provide so comprehensive a treatment of revolutionary and
counterinsurgency warfare, domestic and international politics, and economics and ideology.” –Marine
Corps Gazette

“When Horne’s book first appeared, it seemed to be an account of one major, but now largely closed, chapter
in the history of postwar decolonization. Subsequent developments–in Algeria and elsewhere–have made the
past prologue. [It] has become a de facto textbook for American Military officers facing time in Iraq...”
—Scott McLemee, Inside Higher Ed

“This thirty-year-old history, written before the Iranian revolution, the Algerian civil war, and Al Qaeda,
captures a contingent moment in the conflict between the West and the Arab world, when present-day
dogmas were hardly imagined by most. It provides a much needed reminder that modern history is not made
by the ‘clash...

From the Publisher
10 1.5-hour cassettes

About the Author
Alistair Horne is the author of many acclaimed books, including 'The Price of Glory', 'Small Earthquake in
Chile' and 'How Far From Austerlitz?: Napoleon, 1805-1815', as well as the authorised two-volume
biography of Harold Macmillan. Macmillan are also publishing his history of Paris, The Seven Ages Of Paris
in hardback in September 2002.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gracie Davis:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide A Savage War of Peace: Algeria 1954-1962



(New York Review Books Classics) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or appropriate book with you?

Ella Oxley:

This book untitled A Savage War of Peace: Algeria 1954-1962 (New York Review Books Classics) to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can
get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order
it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book
from your list.

Lillian Thrasher:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this A Savage War of Peace: Algeria
1954-1962 (New York Review Books Classics) publication written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism A
Savage War of Peace: Algeria 1954-1962 (New York Review Books Classics) as good book not only by the
cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Tom Harris:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is actually A Savage War of Peace: Algeria 1954-1962 (New York Review
Books Classics). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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