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The Indian Buddhist world abounds with goddesses--graceful nature divinities,
maternal nurturers, potent healers, mighty protectors, transcendent wisdom
figures, cosmic mothers of liberation, and dancing female Buddhas. Despite their
importance in Buddhist thought and practice, female deities have received
relatively little scholarly attention, and no comprehensive study of the female
pantheon has been available.

Buddhist Goddesses of India chronicles the histories, legends, and artistic
portrayals of nineteen goddesses and several related human figures and texts.
Beautifully illustrated and drawing on a sweeping range of material, from
devotional poetry and meditation manuals to rituals and artistic images, Shaw
reveals the character, powers, and practice traditions of the female divinities in
this definitive and essential guide.
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The Indian Buddhist world abounds with goddesses--graceful nature divinities, maternal nurturers, potent
healers, mighty protectors, transcendent wisdom figures, cosmic mothers of liberation, and dancing female
Buddhas. Despite their importance in Buddhist thought and practice, female deities have received relatively
little scholarly attention, and no comprehensive study of the female pantheon has been available.

Buddhist Goddesses of India chronicles the histories, legends, and artistic portrayals of nineteen goddesses
and several related human figures and texts. Beautifully illustrated and drawing on a sweeping range of
material, from devotional poetry and meditation manuals to rituals and artistic images, Shaw reveals the
character, powers, and practice traditions of the female divinities in this definitive and essential guide.
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner of the 2006 Book of the Year Award in Religion, ForeWord Magazine

One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 2007

"This first comprehensive survey of Buddhist female deities fills a gap in academic treatment of the goddess
role in the evolution of Buddhism. . . . Each chapter is a complete work on a single goddess and may be read
independently. Highly recommended."--Library Journal

"Buddhist Goddesses of India will delight and entice students of religious studies, cultural anthropologists,
art history enthusiasts, goddess spirituality practitioners, and anyone interested in the divine feminine."--
Leah Samul, ForeWord

"Buddhist Goddesses of India is a wonderful contribution to the study of deities. . . . All in all, Shaw's book
is a valuable resource for the scholar, the practitioner, and the student of goddess traditions. Her rich profiles
provide the necessary historical, iconographic, and ritual background for us to understand the meaning and
context of these goddesses, and the art she has chosen and represented with vivid colored plates . . .
beautifully illustrates the variety, vitality, and power of the goddess traditions of Buddhist India."--Judith
Simmer-Brown, Buddhadharma

"The theme of this fine work is best described as untangling and clarifying the complex early role and
appearance of female deities found throughout the Himalayan plateau. There is a dearth of understanding of
the symbolism of goddess-deity characters: figures of wisdom, healers, heavenly and earthly mothers,
beautiful and powerful beings. [. . .] This is a marvelous study. Buddhist Goddesses of India serves the reader
on multiple levels."--New Age Retailer

"This comprehensive study of Indian Buddhist goddesses fills a major gap in knowledge of the breadth of
divine female figures in the Buddhist world. . . . Well documented, and with a fine, full bibliography, this
book is beautifully and lavishly illustrated in color and black and white."--Choice

"Scholars of Buddhism who are unaware of the importance and pervasiveness of Buddhist 'goddess'
traditions would be well advised to read it. It will also be of interest to graduate students, in part because of
its broad coverage and helpful references."--David B. Gray, Journal of the American Academy of Religion

From the Back Cover

"Beautifully written and erudite, this book fills a need in the growing literature about goddesses in
Buddhism. The goddesses are meticulously researched and brilliantly analyzed. Destined to become a classic
in the field, Buddhist Goddesses of India leaves no doubt that goddesses have been central, not peripheral, to
Buddhism, even from the earliest traceable beginnings of the tradition."--Susan L. Huntington, author of
The Art of Ancient India

"A jewel. A very significant contribution to the field."--Adalbert J. Gail, Freie Universität Berlin

"Miranda Shaw comprehensively demonstrates the importance of the feminine divine in Buddhism. She
draws together art, scripture, myth, and ritual to bring these goddesses and female Buddhas alive, producing



a definitive resource for scholars of Buddhism and of women's spirituality. With her eloquent translations
and scrupulous analyses, Shaw has given us a treasure of religious insight into the sacred feminine."--
Patricia Monaghan, Depaul University, author of Goddess Path

"This work is a masterpiece. Shaw's fascinating study deepens our
understanding of the divine feminine in South Asia. Her luminous
writing carries the reader through an amazing terrain that is rich with
historical discoveries and vivid portraits of a remarkable female
pantheon."--Graham M. Schweig, author of Dance of Divine Love: India's Classic Sacred Love Story and
Bhagavad Gita: The Beloved Lord's Secret Love Song

About the Author
Miranda Shaw is Associate Professor of Religion at the University of Richmond. She is the author of the
award-winning "Passionate Enlightenment: Women in Tantric Buddhism" (Princeton).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerald Warfield:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book
Buddhist Goddesses of India. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Billy Anderson:

The book Buddhist Goddesses of India has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can
get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research
just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing
this book.

Roger Thomas:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Buddhist Goddesses of India that
give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react in the direction
of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for
all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you may pick Buddhist Goddesses of India become your own starter.



Andrew Hulbert:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
you is Buddhist Goddesses of India this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world
now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is
why this book suitable all of you.
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