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Since Freud published the Interpretation of Dreamsin 1900 and utilized
Sophocles' Oedipus Rex to work through his devel oping ideas about the psycho-
sexual development of children, it has been virtually impossible to think about
psychoanalysis without reference to classical myth. Myth has the capacity to
transcend the context of any particular retelling, continuing to transform our
understanding of the present. Throughout the twentieth century, experts on the
ancient world have turned to the insights of psychoanalytic criticism to
supplement and inform their readings of classical myth and literature.

This volume examines the inter-relationship of classical myth and psychoanalysis
from the generation before Freud to the present day, engaging with debates about
therole of classical myth in modernity, the importance of psychoanalytic ideas
for cultura critique, and its ongoing relevance to ways of conceiving the self.
The chapters trace the historical roots of termsin everyday usage, such as
narcissism and the phallic symbol, in the reception of Classical Greece, and cover
avariety of both classical and psychoanalytic texts.
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Since Freud published the Interpretation of Dreamsin 1900 and utilized Sophocles Oedipus Rex to work
through his devel oping ideas about the psycho-sexual development of children, it has been virtually
impossible to think about psychoanalysis without reference to classical myth. Myth has the capacity to
transcend the context of any particular retelling, continuing to transform our understanding of the present.
Throughout the twentieth century, experts on the ancient world have turned to the insights of psychoanalytic
criticism to supplement and inform their readings of classical myth and literature.

This volume examines the inter-relationship of classical myth and psychoanalysis from the generation before
Freud to the present day, engaging with debates about the role of classical myth in modernity, the importance
of psychoanalytic ideas for cultural critique, and its ongoing relevance to ways of conceiving the salf. The
chapters trace the historical roots of termsin everyday usage, such as narcissism and the phallic symboal, in
the reception of Classical Greece, and cover avariety of both classical and psychoanalytic texts.
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Editorial Review

Review

It isacollection that will make an impact on psychoanalytic studies, aswell as classics, with re-evaluations
of psychoanalytic narcissism and masculinity, and of Freud's engagements with ancient myth, drama and
epic. Helen Morales, The Times Literary Supplement engaging ... these writings preserve lively traces of the
oral performance by an international roster of scholars committed to - and critical of - the interpretation of
Greek and Roman mythology through the various theoretical frameworks of psychoanalysis. Steven Z.
Levine, Bryn Mawr Classical Review With an introduction and eighteen essays this volume displays the
wide ranging conversance with psychoanalytic theory that classicists have developed in the last thirty years.
Victoria Pedrick, Hermathena

About the Author

Vanda Zajko is Senior Lecturer in Classics at the University of Bristol. She has wide-ranging research
interestsin the reception of classical literature, particularly in the 20th century, and in mythology,
psychoanalytic theory, and feminist thought. She has published on a variety of ancient authors including
Homer, Aeschylus, and Ovid, and on Shakespeare, K eats, Ted Hughes, Melanie Klein, James Joyce, Freud,
Mary Shelley, and Robert Graves. She was co-editor with Miriam Leonard of Laughing with Medusa:
Classical Myth and Feminist Thought (OUP, 2006) and with Alexandra Lianeri of Trandlation and the
Classic: Identity as Change in the History of Culture (OUP, 2008).

Ellen O'Gorman is Senior Lecturer in Classics at the University of Bristol. She works on ancient
historiography and its reception, and on historical and psychoanalytic theory. She has published on Livy,
Sallust, Tacitus, Ovid, Homer, Lucan, Statius, Flaubert, Freud, and Lacan. She is the author of Irony and
Misreading in the Annals of Tacitus (2000).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Troy Riley:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need
do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Classical Myth and Psychoanalysis:
Ancient and Modern Stories of the Self (Classical Presences). All type of book can you see on many sources.
Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Alberto Redden:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try



this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is definitely Classical Myth and Psychoanalysis: Ancient and Modern Stories of the Self (Classical
Presences).

Amy Joshi:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Classical Myth and Psychoanalysis:
Ancient and Modern Stories of the Self (Classical Presences) publication written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still uncertainty Classical Myth and Psychoanalysis: Ancient and Modern Stories of the
Self (Classical Presences) as good book not smply by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one
publication that can break don't evaluate book by itsinclude, so do you still needing one more sixth senseto
pick this particular! ? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Barbara Kyle:

Y ou can obtain this Classical Myth and Psychoanalysis. Ancient and Modern Stories of the Self (Classical
Presences) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written
or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you
just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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