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Diary of a Mad Old Man is the journal of Utsugi, a seventy-seven-year-old man
of refined tastes who is recovering from a stroke. He discovers that, while his
body is decaying, his libido still rages on -- unwittingly sparked by the gentle,
kindly attentions of his daughter-in-law Satsuko, a chic, flashy dancer with a
shady past. Pitiful and ridiculous as he is, Utsugi is without a trace of self-pity,
and his diary shines with self-effacing good humor. At once hilarious and of a
sadness, Diary of a Mad Old Man is a brilliant depiction of the relationship
between eros and the will to live -- a novel of the tragicomedy of human
existence.

Translated from the Japanese by Howard Hibbett
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Editorial Review

Review
"The diarist [is] an absolutely convincing creation ... funny and ultimately appealing." -- The Atlantic

"[A] lean, taut book ... excellently put into English."

-- Saturday Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Japanese (translation)

From the Inside Flap
Diary of a Mad Old Man is the journal of Utsugi, a seventy-seven-year-old man of refined tastes who is
recovering from a stroke. He discovers that, while his body is decaying, his libido still rages on --
unwittingly sparked by the gentle, kindly attentions of his daughter-in-law Satsuko, a chic, flashy dancer
with a shady past. Pitiful and ridiculous as he is, Utsugi is without a trace of self-pity, and his diary shines
with self-effacing good humor. At once hilarious and of a sadness, Diary of a Mad Old Man is a brilliant
depiction of the relationship between eros and the will to live -- a novel of the tragicomedy of human
existence.

Translated from the Japanese by Howard Hibbett

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shawn Hodgin:

The book Diary of a mad old man (UNESCO collection of representative works. Japanese series) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like
a book Diary of a mad old man (UNESCO collection of representative works. Japanese series)? A few of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Diary of a mad old man (UNESCO collection of
representative works. Japanese series) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Wilda Alexander:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in



writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Diary of a mad old
man (UNESCO collection of representative works. Japanese series).

Edgar Hightower:

This Diary of a mad old man (UNESCO collection of representative works. Japanese series) is great e-book
for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we
can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Diary of a mad old man (UNESCO collection of representative works. Japanese series) in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

James Snider:

You may get this Diary of a mad old man (UNESCO collection of representative works. Japanese series) by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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