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Marco Polo’s famous book about his journey to China, written in 1298, continues
to be a subject of considerable controversy. One recent work on the subject
argues that Marco Polo never went to China at all, and other scholars have
pointed out apparent mistakes and important omissions in Marco’s writings,
including his failure to mention the Great Wall, and his apparently erroneous
description of the course of the Yellow River.

Haw re-examines Marco Polo’s writings. The main arguments against his
credibility have been negative, concentrating on things that it is argued he should
have seen and noted but did not. The most serious of these supposed omissions
are generally said to be his failure to describe the Chinese writing system, tea,
foot-binding and the Great Wall of China. Yet Haw argues that what he does
mention is impressive and argues strongly for his veracity. This book clarifies
Marco Polo’s itineraries in China and proposes several new identifications of
places mentioned.

Relying extensively on original Chinese sources and supplemented by Haw’s
wide knowledge of China, Marco Polo’s China presents a convincing argument
and concludes that his work is an accurate, important and useful source from an
extraordinary period of Chinese history.
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Marco Polo’s famous book about his journey to China, written in 1298, continues to be a subject of
considerable controversy. One recent work on the subject argues that Marco Polo never went to China at all,
and other scholars have pointed out apparent mistakes and important omissions in Marco’s writings,
including his failure to mention the Great Wall, and his apparently erroneous description of the course of the
Yellow River.

Haw re-examines Marco Polo’s writings. The main arguments against his credibility have been negative,
concentrating on things that it is argued he should have seen and noted but did not. The most serious of these
supposed omissions are generally said to be his failure to describe the Chinese writing system, tea, foot-
binding and the Great Wall of China. Yet Haw argues that what he does mention is impressive and argues
strongly for his veracity. This book clarifies Marco Polo’s itineraries in China and proposes several new
identifications of places mentioned.

Relying extensively on original Chinese sources and supplemented by Haw’s wide knowledge of China,
Marco Polo’s China presents a convincing argument and concludes that his work is an accurate, important
and useful source from an extraordinary period of Chinese history.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Haw has produced an extremely valuable and ground-breaking work, which must surely now have settled
the controversy surrounding the historicity of Polo's visit to China.' - Peter Jackson, Bulletin of the School of
Oriental and African Studies, Volume 70 Number 2, 2007

About the Author

Stephen G Haw read Chinese at the University of Oxford and has an MA degree from the University of
London. He first visited China in 1980 and lived in the country for two years as a student and teacher at the
University of Shandong. He has since travelled extensively around the country. He is the author of numerous
articles and several books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andrew Waite:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book
entitled Marco Polo's China: A Venetian in the Realm of Khubilai Khan (Routledge Studies in the Early
History of Asia)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
different opinion?

Jeffrey David:

The book Marco Polo's China: A Venetian in the Realm of Khubilai Khan (Routledge Studies in the Early
History of Asia) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Marco Polo's China: A Venetian in the
Realm of Khubilai Khan (Routledge Studies in the Early History of Asia) for being your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Marco Polo's China: A Venetian in the Realm
of Khubilai Khan (Routledge Studies in the Early History of Asia). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Barbara Roundtree:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will



probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Marco Polo's China: A Venetian in the
Realm of Khubilai Khan (Routledge Studies in the Early History of Asia) is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Annie Hiatt:

The particular book Marco Polo's China: A Venetian in the Realm of Khubilai Khan (Routledge Studies in
the Early History of Asia) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The
book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.
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