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Il divino: A glorious exploration of Michelangelo’s works
 
Before reaching the tender age of 30, Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475–1564) had
already sculpted David and Pietà, two of the most famous sculptures in the entire
history of art. As a sculptor, painter, draftsman, and architect, the achievements
of this Italian master are unique—no artist before or after him has ever
produced such a vast, multifaceted, and wide-ranging œuvre.

This comprehensive book explores Michelangelo’s life and work with a richly
illustrated biographical essay, and a complete four-part inventory of his
paintings, sculptures, buildings, and drawings. Full-page reproductions and
enlarged details allow readers to appreciate fine details in the artist’s vast
repertoire, while the book’s biographical insights consider a previously unseen
extent to Michelangelo’s more personal traits and circumstances, such as his
solitary nature, his thirst for money and commissions, his immense wealth, and
his skill as a property investor. In addition, the book tackles the controversial
issue of the attribution of Michelangelo drawings, an area in which decisions
continue to be steered by the interests of the art market and the major collections.

This is the definitive work about Michelangelo for generations to come, to be
delved into and put on display, with its slipcase neatly converting into a book
stand.
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Il divino: A glorious exploration of Michelangelo’s works
 
Before reaching the tender age of 30, Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475–1564) had already sculpted David and
Pietà, two of the most famous sculptures in the entire history of art. As a sculptor, painter, draftsman, and
architect, the achievements of this Italian master are unique—no artist before or after him has ever
produced such a vast, multifaceted, and wide-ranging œuvre.

This comprehensive book explores Michelangelo’s life and work with a richly illustrated biographical
essay, and a complete four-part inventory of his paintings, sculptures, buildings, and drawings. Full-
page reproductions and enlarged details allow readers to appreciate fine details in the artist’s vast repertoire,
while the book’s biographical insights consider a previously unseen extent to Michelangelo’s more personal
traits and circumstances, such as his solitary nature, his thirst for money and commissions, his immense
wealth, and his skill as a property investor. In addition, the book tackles the controversial issue of the
attribution of Michelangelo drawings, an area in which decisions continue to be steered by the interests of
the art market and the major collections.

This is the definitive work about Michelangelo for generations to come, to be delved into and put on display,
with its slipcase neatly converting into a book stand.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Frank Zöllner wrote his doctoral thesis on motifs originating from Antiquity in the history of art and
architecture of the Medieval and Renaissance periods (1987). He is also the author of a postdoctoral treatise
on motion and expression in the art of Leonardo da Vinci, published in 2010. He has published numerous
works on Renaissance art and art theory, and on 20th-century art. Since 1996 he has been Professor of
Medieval and Modern Art at the University of Leipzig. For TASCHEN he has authored the XL monographs
on Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo.

Christof Thoenes studied art history in Berlin and Pavia, before completing his doctorate in Berlin. Thoenes
was Honorary Professor in Hamburg and now lives in Rome, where for many years he has worked for the
Bibliotheca Hertziana (Max-Planck-Institute). He has contributed to numerous publications on Italian art,
particularly on architecture and architectural theory of the 15th to 18th centuries.

Thomas Pöpper wrote his doctoral thesis on 15th-century Italian Renaissance sculpture (2003). After a
fellowship at the Bibliotheca Hertziana, he worked as a volunteer for the Schleswig-Holsteinische
Landesmuseen. Following further appointments at universities in Hamburg und Leipzig, since 2008 he has
been Professor of Art and Design History at the West Saxon University of Applied Sciences of Zwickau,
where he is currently Head of the Faculty of Applied Art. Pöpper has published on a variety of aspects of
Italian art from the Middle Ages to the Baroque, German painting of the Early Modern era and German
sculpture of the 19th and 20th century.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nydia Kelly:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Michelangelo: Complete Works. Try to the actual book Michelangelo:
Complete Works as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Holly Murphy:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just
their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this Michelangelo: Complete Works to read.



June Ross:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Michelangelo:
Complete Works suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled
Michelangelo: Complete Worksis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Ricardo Huddle:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Michelangelo: Complete Works
as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science book, any other book likes Michelangelo: Complete Works to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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