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Called the "mother of beauty" by Wallace Stevens, death has been perhaps the
favorite muse of modern poets. From Langston Hughes's lynch poems to Sylvia
Plath's father elegies, modern poetry has tried to find a language of mourning in
an age of mass death, religious doubt, and forgotten ritual. For this reason, Jahan
Ramazani argues, the elegy, one of the most ancient of poetic genres, has
remained one of the most vital to modern poets.

Through subtle readings of elegies, self-elegies, war poems, and the blues,
Ramazani greatly enriches our critical understanding of a wide range of poets,
including Thomas Hardy, Wilfred Owen, Wallace Stevens, Langston Hughes, W.
H. Auden, Sylvia Plath, and Seamus Heaney. He also interprets the signal
contributions to the American family elegy of Robert Lowell, Allen Ginsberg,
Anne Sexton, John Berryman, Adrienne Rich, Michael Harper, and Amy
Clampitt. Finally, he suggests analogies between the elegy and other kinds of
contemporary mourning art—in particular, the AIDS Memorial Quilt and the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

Grounded in genre theory and in the psychoanalysis of mourning, Ramazani's
readings also draw on various historical, formal, and feminist critical approaches.
This book will be of interest to anyone concerned with the psychology of
mourning or the history of modern poetry.

"Consists of full, intelligent and lucid exposition and close reading. . . . Poetry of
Mourning is itself a welcome contribution to modern poetry's search for a
'resonant yet credible vocabulary of grief in our time."—Times Literary
Supplement
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Called the "mother of beauty" by Wallace Stevens, death has been perhaps the favorite muse of modern
poets. From Langston Hughes's lynch poems to Sylvia Plath's father elegies, modern poetry has tried to find
a language of mourning in an age of mass death, religious doubt, and forgotten ritual. For this reason, Jahan
Ramazani argues, the elegy, one of the most ancient of poetic genres, has remained one of the most vital to
modern poets.

Through subtle readings of elegies, self-elegies, war poems, and the blues, Ramazani greatly enriches our
critical understanding of a wide range of poets, including Thomas Hardy, Wilfred Owen, Wallace Stevens,
Langston Hughes, W. H. Auden, Sylvia Plath, and Seamus Heaney. He also interprets the signal
contributions to the American family elegy of Robert Lowell, Allen Ginsberg, Anne Sexton, John Berryman,
Adrienne Rich, Michael Harper, and Amy Clampitt. Finally, he suggests analogies between the elegy and
other kinds of contemporary mourning art—in particular, the AIDS Memorial Quilt and the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial.

Grounded in genre theory and in the psychoanalysis of mourning, Ramazani's readings also draw on various
historical, formal, and feminist critical approaches. This book will be of interest to anyone concerned with
the psychology of mourning or the history of modern poetry.

"Consists of full, intelligent and lucid exposition and close reading. . . . Poetry of Mourning is itself a
welcome contribution to modern poetry's search for a 'resonant yet credible vocabulary of grief in our
time."—Times Literary Supplement
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jahan Ramazani is University Professor and the Edgar F. Shannon Professor of English at the University of
Virginia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janet Speer:

Here thing why this particular Poetry of Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy to Heaney are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Poetry of Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy to
Heaney giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
publication that similar with Poetry of Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy to Heaney. It gives you
thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Poetry
of Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy to Heaney in e-book can be your alternative.

Ethel Springer:

This Poetry of Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy to Heaney is great book for you because the
content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives
you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Poetry of Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy to Heaney in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt in which?

John Starr:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Poetry of Mourning: The Modern
Elegy from Hardy to Heaney is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.



John Yates:

You will get this Poetry of Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy to Heaney by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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