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How do you know your own thoughts and feelings? Do we have ‘privileged
access’ to our own minds? Does introspection provide a grasp of a thinking self
or ‘I’?

The problem of self-knowledge is one of the most fascinating in all of philosophy
and has crucial significance for the philosophy of mind and epistemology. In this
outstanding introduction Brie Gertler assesses the leading theoretical approaches
to self-knowledge, explaining the work of many of the key figures in the field:
from Descartes and Kant, through to Bertrand Russell and Gareth Evans, as well
as recent work by Tyler Burge, David Chalmers, William Lycan and Sydney
Shoemaker.

Beginning with an outline of the distinction between self-knowledge and self-
awareness and providing essential historical background to the problem, Gertler
addresses specific theories of self-knowledge such as the acquaintance theory,
the inner sense theory, and the rationalist theory, as well as leading accounts of
self-awareness. The book concludes with a critical explication of the dispute
between empiricist and rationalist approaches.

Including helpful chapter summaries, annotated further reading and a glossary,
Self Knowledge is essential reading for those interested in philosophy of mind,
epistemology, and personal identity.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Recommended." - CHOICE

"This broad-ranging treatise provides a framework for the metaphysics and epistemology of self-knowledge.
It also gives historical background of great interest in itself and also helpful for framing the contemporary
controversies. Brie Gertler has mastered the subject matter, has thought it through acutely, and shares her
excellent understanding in lucid, readable prose." – Ernest Sosa, Rutgers University, USA

"Self Knowledge provides a clear, well-organized, accurate, and comprehensive overview of the analytic
philosophical discussion of self-knowledge over the past thirty years. It is ideally suited as a text for any
advanced undergraduate course on self-knowledge, and will be widely discussed in the field." - Ram Neta,
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, USA

"Self Knowledge offers a terrific presentation and assessment of the contemporary thinking about self-
knowledge, and is the best available introduction to these debates. The treatment is well-organized,
comprehensive, fair and balanced, and I hope it might get even more students and philosophers to be
intrigued by this philosophical conversation." - Luca Ferrero, University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee, USA

"This is an outstanding piece of work. Gertler goes to great lengths to highlight the strengths and weaknesses
of the main positions on self-knowledge. Her style is clear and straightforward without over-simplifying the
material. This book is the best in-depth discussion I've read on the various theories of self-knowledge
currently available." - Jordi Fernandez, University of Adelaide, Australia

About the Author

Brie Gertler is Associate Professor at the University of Virginia. Her work has appeared in Analysis, Mind,
Noûs, Philosophical Studies, Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, and other journals. She is editor
(with Lawrence Shapiro) of Arguing About the Mind (Routledge 2007).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Clift:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on guardería until university need that Self-Knowledge (New Problems of
Philosophy) to read.



Christine Scott:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Self-Knowledge (New Problems of
Philosophy), it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Gary Copeland:

Beside that Self-Knowledge (New Problems of Philosophy) in your phone, it can give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your
oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to
have Self-Knowledge (New Problems of Philosophy) because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from at this
point!

Walter Son:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Self-Knowledge (New Problems of Philosophy) can make you experience
more interested to read.
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