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Literature isrife with uncertainty. Literatureis good for us. These two ideas
about reading literature are often taken for granted. But what is the relationship
between literature's capacity to unsettle, perplex, and bewilder us, and literature's
ethical value? To revive this question, C. Namwali Serpell proposes areturn to
William Empson's groundbreaking work, Seven Types of Ambiguity (1930),
which contends that literary uncertainty is crucial to ethics because it pushes us
beyond the limits of our own experience.

Taking as case studies experimenta novels by Thomas Pynchon, Toni Morrison,
Bret Easton Ellis, lan McEwan, Elliot Perlman, Tom McCarthy, and Jonathan
Safran Foer, Serpell suggests that literary uncertainty emerges from the reader's
shifting responses to structures of conflicting information. A number of these
novels employ a structure of mutual exclusion, which presents opposed
explanations for the same events. Some use a structure of multiplicity, which
presents different perspectives regarding events or characters. The structure of
repetition in other texts destabilizes the continuity of events and frustrates our
ability to follow the story.

To explain how these structures produce uncertainty, Serpell borrows from
cognitive psychology the concept of affordance, which describes an object's or
environment's potential uses. Moving through these narrative structures affords
various ongoing modes of uncertainty, which in turn afford ethical experiences
both positive and negative. At the crossroads of recent critical turnsto literary
form, reading practices, and ethics, Seven Modes of Uncertainty offers a new
phenomenology of how we read uncertainty now.
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Literature isrife with uncertainty. Literature is good for us. These two ideas about reading literature are often
taken for granted. But what is the relationship between literature's capacity to unsettle, perplex, and bewilder
us, and literature's ethical value? To revive this question, C. Namwali Serpell proposes areturn to William
Empson's groundbreaking work, Seven Types of Ambiguity (1930), which contends that literary uncertainty is
crucia to ethics because it pushes us beyond the limits of our own experience.

Taking as case studies experimental novels by Thomas Pynchon, Toni Morrison, Bret Easton Ellis, lan
McEwan, Elliot Perlman, Tom McCarthy, and Jonathan Safran Foer, Serpell suggests that literary
uncertainty emerges from the reader's shifting responses to structures of conflicting information. A number
of these novels employ a structure of mutual exclusion, which presents opposed explanations for the same
events. Some use a structure of multiplicity, which presents different perspectives regarding events or
characters. The structure of repetition in other texts destabilizes the continuity of events and frustrates our
ability to follow the story.

To explain how these structures produce uncertainty, Serpell borrows from cognitive psychology the concept
of affordance, which describes an object's or environment's potential uses. Moving through these narrative
structures affords various ongoing modes of uncertainty, which in turn afford ethical experiences both
positive and negative. At the crossroads of recent critical turnsto literary form, reading practices, and ethics,
Seven Modes of Uncertainty offers a new phenomenology of how we read uncertainty now.
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Editorial Review

Review

Seven Modes of Uncertainty makes major contributions to our understanding of the ethics of the novel and of
the eight novelsit analyzes. Serpell is not only well-informed about the relevant scholarship, but she aso
treats it with impressive intelligence as she carves out her own fresh and appealing approach to narrative
ethics. She proves herself, again and again, to be a marveloudly insightful reader and an engaging and
accomplished writer. (James Phelan, The Ohio State University)

Seven Maodes of Uncertainty is quite an extraordinary accomplishment. Serpell isimpressively learned and
original; she writes with conspicuous ease, wit, elegance, and force. She brilliantly presents detailed readings
of a series of novels and stories?”from Nabokov’s Lolita to Pynchon's Crying of Lot 49 to Ellis's American
Psycho?as well as amazingly comprehensive accounts of the previous essays and reviews on those works.
Thisbook is consistently fascinating, page after page. (J. Hillis Miller, University of California, Irvine)

About the Author
C. Namwali Serpell is Associate Professor of English at the University of California, Berkeley.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rene Pina:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be ainformation or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which isinside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Seven Modes of Uncertainty as the daily resource
information.

Thomas Dacosta:

The book untitled Seven Modes of Uncertainty is the guide that recommended to you to study. Y ou can see
the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of exploration when write the
book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could
possibly get the e-book of Seven Modes of Uncertainty from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy freetime.

Richard Kowalski:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Seven Maodes of Uncertainty that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be



said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for al of you who
wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are
able to pick Seven Modes of Uncertainty become your starter.

Clara Brownfield:

The book untitled Seven Modes of Uncertainty contain alot of information on it. The writer explains your ex
ideawith easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you
can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new period
of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget,
S0 you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their
official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice read.
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