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In The Art and Rhetoric of the Homeric Catal ogue, Benjamin Sammons takes a
fresh look at afamiliar element of the Homeric epics -- the poetic catalogue. This
study uncovers the great variety of functions fulfilled by the catalogue as a
manner of speech within very different contexts, ranging from celebrated
examples such as the poet's famous " Catal ogue of Ships,” to others less
commonly treated under this rubric, such as catal ogues within the speech and
rhetoric of Homer's characters. Sammons shows that catalogue poetry is no
ossified or primitive relic of the old tradition, but aliving subgenre of poetry that
is used by Homer in a creative and original way. He finds that catal ogues may be
used by the poet or his characters to reflect -- or distort -- the themes of the poem
at large, to impose an interpretation on events as they unfold, and possibly to
allude to competing poetic traditions or even contemporaneous poems.
Throughout, the study focuses on how Homer uses his catalogue to talk about the
epic genre itself: to explore the boundaries of the heroic world, the limits of
heroic glory, and the ideals and realities of his own traditional role as an epic
bard. Building on arenewed interest in the "literary list" in other disciplines,
Sammons shows that Homer is not only one of the earliest known practitioners of
the poetic catalogue, but one of the subtlest and most skillful.
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In The Art and Rhetoric of the Homeric Catalogue, Benjamin Sammons takes afresh ook at afamiliar
element of the Homeric epics -- the poetic catalogue. This study uncovers the great variety of functions
fulfilled by the catalogue as a manner of speech within very different contexts, ranging from celebrated
examples such as the poet's famous " Catal ogue of Ships,” to others less commonly treated under this rubric,
such as catal ogues within the speech and rhetoric of Homer's characters. Sammons shows that catalogue
poetry isno ossified or primitive relic of the old tradition, but aliving subgenre of poetry that is used by
Homer in acreative and original way. He finds that catal ogues may be used by the poet or his charactersto
reflect -- or distort -- the themes of the poem at large, to impose an interpretation on events as they unfold,
and possibly to alude to competing poetic traditions or even contemporaneous poems. Throughout, the study
focuses on how Homer uses his catalogue to talk about the epic genre itself: to explore the boundaries of the
heroic world, the limits of heroic glory, and the ideals and realities of his own traditional role as an epic bard.
Building on arenewed interest in the "literary list" in other disciplines, Sammons shows that Homer is not
only one of the earliest known practitioners of the poetic catalogue, but one of the subtlest and most skillful.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Sammon's book is aliterary study for literary scholars, and as such | would recommend it. He has
demonstrated with great persuasiveness why we as modern readers of Homer should be interested in
Homeric catalogues." --Classical Journal

About the Author

Benjamin Sammons, a Homerist, is author of several articles on catalogue poetry, Homeric rhetoric,
characterization, and narrative structure.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Herman Nelson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Art and Rhetoric of the Homeric
Catalogue will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with
you?

Dan Fry:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asyou may
know that book is very important normally. The book The Art and Rhetoric of the Homeric Catal ogue had
been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The reserve The Art and Rhetoric of the Homeric Catalogue is not only giving you much
more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your personal
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book The Art and Rhetoric of the
Homeric Catalogue. Y ou never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Kara Hogan:

The e-book with title The Art and Rhetoric of the Homeric Catalogue includes alot of information that you
can understand it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to



yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era
of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

VernaHibbard:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. On this modern eralike today, many waysto get information are available for a person. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the The Art and Rhetoric of the Homeric Catal ogue when you essential it?
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