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J. Richard Gott was among the first cosmol ogists to propose that the structure of
our universeis like a sponge made up of clusters of galaxies intricately connected
by filaments of galaxies--a magnificent structure now called the "cosmic web"
and mapped extensively by teams of astronomers. Hereis his gripping insider's
account of how a generation of undaunted theorists and observers solved the
mystery of the architecture of our cosmos.

The Cosmic Web begins with modern pioneers of extragalactic astronomy, such
as Edwin Hubble and Fritz Zwicky. It goes on to describe how, during the Cold
War, the American school of cosmology favored a model of the universe where
galaxies resided in isolated clusters, whereas the Soviet school favored a
honeycomb pattern of galaxies punctuated by giant, isolated voids. Gott tellsthe
stories of how his own path to a solution began with a high-school science
project when he was eighteen, and how he and astronomer Mario Juri? measured
the Sloan Great Wall of Galaxies, afilament of galaxiesthat, at 1.37 hillion light-
yearsin length, is one of the largest structuresin the universe.

Drawing on Gott's own experiences working at the frontiers of science with
many of today's leading cosmologists, The Cosmic Web shows how ambitious
telescope surveys such as the Sloan Digital Sky Survey are transforming our
understanding of the cosmos, and how the cosmic web holds vital cluesto the
origins of the universe and the next trillion years that lie ahead.
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J. Richard Gott was among the first cosmol ogists to propose that the structure of our universeislike a
sponge made up of clusters of galaxies intricately connected by filaments of gal axies--a magnificent
structure now called the "cosmic web" and mapped extensively by teams of astronomers. Hereis his gripping
insider's account of how a generation of undaunted theorists and observers solved the mystery of the
architecture of our cosmos.

The Cosmic Web begins with modern pioneers of extragalactic astronomy, such as Edwin Hubble and Fritz
Zwicky. It goes on to describe how, during the Cold War, the American school of cosmology favored a
model of the universe where galaxies resided in isolated clusters, whereas the Soviet school favored a
honeycomb pattern of galaxies punctuated by giant, isolated voids. Gott tells the stories of how his own path
to a solution began with a high-school science project when he was eighteen, and how he and astronomer
Mario Juri? measured the Sloan Great Wall of Galaxies, afilament of galaxiesthat, at 1.37 billion light-years
in length, is one of the largest structuresin the universe.

Drawing on Gott's own experiences working at the frontiers of science with many of today's leading
cosmologists, The Cosmic Web shows how ambitious telescope surveys such as the Sloan Digital Sky Survey
are transforming our understanding of the cosmos, and how the cosmic web holds vital clues to the origins of
the universe and the next trillion years that lie ahead.
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner of the 2017 PROSE Award in Cosmology & Astronomy, Association of American Publishers
One of Symmetry Magazine's Physics Books of 2016

"With aninsider'sinsight and a storyteller's eye for detail, Gott . . . explores the ways scientists have worked
to reveal the large-scale structure of our universe. . . . Mixing accessible science with entertaining anecdotes
and personal stories, Gott offers athorough, vivid, and fascinating look at the cosmic web that makes up our
universe."--Publishers Weekly (starred review)

"The Cosmic Web is not just awell-told story about the frontiers of cosmological knowledge. It isalso an
inspiration to explore them further."--Michael Blanton, Nature

"Weaving together personal anecdotes with physics and math, Princeton astrophysicist J. Richard Gott's The
Cosmic Web chronicles the nearly 100-year quest to understand the anatomy of the universe. . . . Gott brings
detailed insight to how our view of the cosmos has changed, providing a thorough accounting of how
cosmologists arrived at these revelations."--Christopher Crockett, Science News

"[M]ust reading for anyone interested in cosmology and the universe's large-scale structure. [ The Cosmic
Web] is a magnificent achievement."--David Eicher, Astronomy M agazine

"With a style that's rich in fascinating detail, and bolstered by personal memories and anecdotes, The Cosmic
Web delivers everything we need in abook on this subject.”--Alastair Gunn, BBC Sky at Night M agazine

"An extraordinary book guiding the reader through the large scale of the Universe and the structure scientists
encounter whilst looking at the Universe as awhole."--Read about Science

"I enjoyed this book hugely. It should be on the shelf of anyone who is intrigued by why the Universe |ooks
theway it does."--Alan L ongstaff, Astronomy Now

From the Back Cover

"Always riveting and thought-provoking, Gott deftly drills down, tunneling through our spongelike universe
to reveal wide vistas for contemplation.”--Siobhan Raoberts, author of Genius at Play: The Curious Mind
of John Horton Conway

"If you're baffled by such things as dark matter, dark energy, and the curvature of space-time, help is at hand.
J. Richard Gott is an eminent physicist who has made fundamental contributions to our understanding of the
cosmos--but he also has a gift for expressing complex ideas in clear, compelling language. The Cosmic Web
isaterrific guide to what astrophysicists know about the universe, what they don't know, and how they're
searching for answers."--Michael D. Lemonick, author of Mirror Earth: The Search for Our Planet's
Twin

"Cosmology fans and budding cosmologists will benefit from Gott's story of the personalities and ideas
behind a century of discovery about our universe and its structure. We learn of Gott's role in the concept of
the multiverse and many other aspects of modern cosmology--and, as he puts it, whether the universe



resembles meatballs or Swiss cheese."--Jay M. Pasachoff, Williams College

"With lucidity and dry wit, Gott tells the story of how he and his colleagues mapped the large-scale structure
of the universe, drawing together the physics of large and small in what must rank among the most
significant scientific attainments of modern times. The Cosmic Web is easily accessible to general readers,
but I'm betting that even cosmological aficionados will learn from it. Essential reading for everyone
interested in how the cosmos got to be what it istoday.--Timothy Ferris

"Thisis an excellent book written by amajor contributor to the research on cosmic structure. Gott shows
how theory, simulations, and galaxy redshift surveys combine to give us a detailed understanding of the
‘cosmic web," and convincingly describes how our knowledge has advanced as computation and
observational capabilities have improved.”--ChrisImpey, coauthor of Dreams of Other Worlds: The
Amazing Story of Unmanned Space Exploration

About the Author

J. Richard Gott is professor of astrophysics at Princeton University. His books include Time Travel in
Einstein's Universe: The Physical Possibilities of Travel through Time. He livesin Princeton Junction, New
Jersey.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ignacio Lewis:

The book The Cosmic Web: Mysterious Architecture of the Universe can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book
The Cosmic Web: Mysterious Architecture of the Universe? A few of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book The Cosmic Web: Mysterious Architecture of the Universe has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world
by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Watkins:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Cosmic Web:
Mysterious Architecture of the Universe suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer
inthisera. The particular book untitled The Cosmic Web: Mysterious Architecture of the Universeis the one
of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their
ideain the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book
will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world
on this book.

Diana Gum:

The book The Cosmic Web: Mysterious Architecture of the Universe has alot of information on it. So when



you make sure to read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after reading this book.

Jerry Blair:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Cosmic Web: Mysterious
Architecture of the Universe that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied smply by reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of
you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick The Cosmic Web: Mysterious
Architecture of the Universe become your own starter.
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