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While science has devoted much of its efforts to finding a cure for AIDS, the
sources of this deadly epidemic remain largely unexamined. Distinguished
science journalist Edward Hooper presents the meticulously researched -- and
highly readable -- history of HIV and its possible origins. Pursuing leads across
the U.S., the Caribbean, Europe, and Africa, Hooper pieces together the
tantalizing clues offered by long-archived blood samples, early AIDS-like cases
(such as the "Manchester sailor" case of 1959), immunodeficiency viruses
(SIVs), and the medical interventions in Africa and elsewhere that may have
played a role in SIVs' crossover into humans.Hooper examines over two dozen
theories of origin, and eventually discards most of them. What remains is a
remarkable and well-supported theory for the sudden appearance of AIDS, and
the definitive story of its lethal spread. Drawing on more than 4,000 sources and
600 interviews, The River is a thorough and provocative investigation into the
most terrible epidemic of the twentieth century.
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While science has devoted much of its efforts to finding a cure for AIDS, the sources of this deadly epidemic
remain largely unexamined. Distinguished science journalist Edward Hooper presents the meticulously
researched -- and highly readable -- history of HIV and its possible origins. Pursuing leads across the U.S.,
the Caribbean, Europe, and Africa, Hooper pieces together the tantalizing clues offered by long-archived
blood samples, early AIDS-like cases (such as the "Manchester sailor" case of 1959), immunodeficiency
viruses (SIVs), and the medical interventions in Africa and elsewhere that may have played a role in SIVs'
crossover into humans.Hooper examines over two dozen theories of origin, and eventually discards most of
them. What remains is a remarkable and well-supported theory for the sudden appearance of AIDS, and the
definitive story of its lethal spread. Drawing on more than 4,000 sources and 600 interviews, The River is a
thorough and provocative investigation into the most terrible epidemic of the twentieth century.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
For all the devastation and suffering AIDS has caused worldwide, we have devoted surprisingly little
attention to its beginnings. Former UN official and BBC correspondent Edward Hooper hopes to find the
source of AIDS in The River, a stunningly comprehensive yet deeply engaging scientific history of the
disease. Through more than 10 years of research comprising over 600 interviews and untold hours of library
work, Hooper has uncovered a complex, interlocking set of stories--of scientific research, of medical
assistance to the Third World, of political and economic exigencies that drive the courses of our lives--and
brought them together in over 1,000 pages of text, footnotes, references, and illustrations.

His thesis, that HIV made the jump from simians to humans via the administration of oral polio vaccine in
Africa in the 1950s, is still controversial, but his arguments are powerful, broad, and undeniable--all that is
lacking is conclusive proof. Like a good scientist (and, sad to say, unlike any HIV researcher to date), he
offers several easy tests of his hypothesis. His tales of brilliant epidemiological deductions, biochemical
comparisons, and physiological insights ought to convince the medical establishment that the answer can and
should be found, both to help us deal with the current crisis and to keep us from creating new ones of its ilk.
In a litigation-weary world, though, it seems that it will take the kind of tireless, impartial research found in
The River to show us--and our leaders--that blame should take a back seat to truth when extreme
circumstances demand it. --Rob Lightner

From Library Journal
For possibly thousands of years, the simian precursor to the AIDS virus existed among chimpanzees in
central Africa. How did it jump species to humans? And why did it happen in the middle of the 20th century?
Hooper's radical conclusion is that it was passed on as the result of well-meaning but misguided human
intervention. He contends that experimental polio vaccines that were administered widely among populations
near where AIDS emerged were manufactured from infected chimp kidneys. The author, a BBC
correspondent in Africa, spent over a decade researching this book, in which he quotes from hundreds of
interviews and cites thousands of articles from medical journals; his views cannot be easily dismissed.
Aware that his theory is controversial, he calls for an independent council of scientists to investigate the
matter. Whether that occurs or not, Hooper raises many issues that merit the attention of the global medical
community. This very readable book is for all libraries.AGregg Sapp, Univ. of Miami Lib., Coral Gables
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"...a profoundly serious and important book...timely..." -- Chicago Tribune, 3/26/00

This is a scientific blockbuster about the origin of AIDS. It is in the great tradition of scientific detective
stories .... It is also a pathbreaking endeavor in integrative investigation, cutting across theusual disciplines
and involving everything from molecular biology to subtle interviewing strategies. Finally, it is intensely
engaging to read. -- Professor Brian Martin, Department of Science and Technology Studies, University of
New South Wales

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Bonnie Mentzer:

In other case, little folks like to read book The River : A Journey to the Source of HIV and AIDS. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book The
River : A Journey to the Source of HIV and AIDS. You can add understanding and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called
e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Ora Barbour:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The River : A Journey to the Source of HIV and AIDS book is readable
through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer associated with The River : A Journey to the Source of HIV and AIDS content conveys the thought
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different available as it. So , do you even now thinking The River : A Journey to the Source of HIV and
AIDS is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Christian Robbins:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is The River : A Journey to the Source of HIV and AIDS this reserve consist a
lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Irma Patterson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but novel and The River : A Journey to the Source of HIV
and AIDS or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes The River : A Journey to the Source of HIV and AIDS to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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