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Walter J. Ong's classic work provides afascinating insight into the socia effects
of oral, written, printed and electronic technologies, and their impact on
philosophical, theological, scientific and literary thought.

This thirtieth anniversary edition — coinciding with Ong’ s centenary year —
reproduces his best-known and most influential book in full and bringsit up to
date with two new exploratory essays by cultural writer and critic John Hartley.

Hartley provides:

1. A scene-setting chapter that situates Ong's work within the historical and
disciplinary context of post-war Americanism and the rise of
communication and media studies;

2. A closing chapter that follows up Ong’swork on orality and literacy in
relation to evolving media forms, with a discussion of recent criticisms of
Ong’ s approach, and an assessment of his concept of the ‘ evolution of
CONSCiousness';

3. Extensive references to recent scholarship on orality, literacy and the
study of knowledge technologies, tracing changes in how we know what
we know.

These illuminating essays contextualize Ong within recent intellectual history,
and display hiswork’s continuing force in the ongoing study of the relationship
between literature and the media, aswell asthat of psychology, education and
sociological thought.
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Walter J. Ong's classic work provides a fascinating insight into the social effects of oral, written, printed and
electronic technologies, and their impact on philosophical, theological, scientific and literary thought.

This thirtieth anniversary edition — coinciding with Ong’ s centenary year — reproduces his best-known and
most influential book in full and bringsit up to date with two new exploratory essays by cultural writer and
critic John Hartley.

Hartley provides:

1. A scene-setting chapter that situates Ong's work within the historical and disciplinary context of post-
war Americanism and the rise of communication and media studies;

2. A closing chapter that follows up Ong’s work on orality and literacy in relation to evolving media
forms, with a discussion of recent criticisms of Ong’s approach, and an assessment of his concept of
the ‘evolution of consciousness';

3. Extensivereferencesto recent scholarship on orality, literacy and the study of knowledge
technologies, tracing changes in how we know what we know.

These illuminating essays contextualize Ong within recent intellectual history, and display hiswork’s
continuing force in the ongoing study of the relationship between literature and the media, as well as that of
psychology, education and sociological thought.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Walter J. Ong (30 November 1912 — 12 August 2003) was University Professor Emeritus at Saint Louis
University, USA, where he was previously Professor of English and Professor of Humanities in Psychiatry.
His many publications have been highly influential for studiesin the evolution of consciousness.

John Hartley is an educator, author, researcher and commentator on the history and cultural impact of
television, journalism, popular media and creative industries. He is Professor of Cultural Science and
Director of the Centre for Culture & Technology at Curtin University, Western Australia.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lyman Johnson:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individual s keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Orality and
Literacy: 30th Anniversary Edition (New Accents) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Gladys Dearth:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guysthis particular aren't like that. This Orality and Literacy: 30th Anniversary Edition (New Accents)
book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer associated with Orality and Literacy: 30th Anniversary Edition (New Accents) content
conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different in the form of it. So, do you nonetheless thinking Orality and Literacy: 30th
Anniversary Edition (New Accents) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Pablo M cNamar a:

Thefeeling that you get from Orality and Literacy: 30th Anniversary Edition (New Accents) will be the
more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Orality and Literacy: 30th Anniversary Edition (New
Accents) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to



understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having
this particular Orality and Literacy: 30th Anniversary Edition (New Accents) instantly.

Willie Thacker:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Orality and Literacy: 30th Anniversary Edition (New Accents) your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in ae-book then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Orality and Literacy: 30th Anniversary Edition (New
Accents) giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
facts for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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