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Nineteen-year-old Thura a-Windawi kept a diary during the conflict in Iraqg,
saying that it was her way of "controlling the chaos." The diary, which
documents the days leading up to the bombings, the war itself, and the lawless
aftermath, puts a personal face on life in Baghdad. As Thura describes her life
and that of her two younger sisters, she shows readers the many small details that
illuminate the reality of war for Iragi families, and especialy for Iragi children.

Reminiscent of Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl and the recent national
bestseller Zlata’s Diary: A Child' s Lifein Sarajevo, Thura's Diary givesthe
perspective of ayoung woman caught in the midst of aturbulent time and puts a
face, aname, and avoice to the word "lragi."
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

Grade 8 Up—The strength of thisdiary isin its matter-of-fact delivery. The author, now a scholarship student
at an American university, writes of her daily life in war-besieged Baghdad. She describes the events just
prior to the U.S. and Britain's "shock & awe" attack on Irag. Her family braces for the imminent onslaught,
the tension growing. From worrying about who will take care of the dogs when the family evacuates to
finding enough insulin for her diabetic sister, she shows what it's like to live with war. Al-Windawi describes
wearing a mask to filter air tainted by the noxious fumes from oil fires around the city and from the dust that
the bombs and sandstorms stir up. She writes about the rumbling approach of B52's and the barrage of

bombs that makes her house shudder. Interspersed are the refreshing dreams and goals of a bright and self-
motivated young woman. Perhaps some of the emotion has been distilled through translation, as Thura seems
removed from the action, panning through the terror to present the facts. Perhaps it's self-preservation.
Political sentiments occasionally poke through, but the focusis on explicitly and calmly exposing the ravages
of war on the vulnerable members of society. A postscript describes the author's reaction to the capture of
Saddam Hussein.—Alison Follos, North Country School, Lake Placid, NY

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Gr. 6-12. Nineteen-year-old al-Windawi began recording this diary aweek before the first American bombs
landed on Baghdad. The entries take her through the terror of the bombings to the difficult first days of
postwar reconstruction. Much here will surprise American readers: though they understand Saddam was
responsible for incredible evil, a-Windawi and her family feel a complicated mix of emotions when his
statue istorn down in Baghdad. And though she expresses anger at the religious zeal ots who threaten women
who don't wear headscarves, al-Windawi also asserts her belief that men should make decisionsin afamily.
Readers will wish for more detailed descriptions of al-Windawi's world and the people inhabiting it, but one
can fedl their house shake as the bombs rain down and sense her frustration as she struggles to return to
school after the war. Although it discusses events already several months old, thiswill remain relevant for a
long time, both because it illuminates the complex relationship between the U.S and the average young Iragi
and because it lays bare the brutal nature of war. John Green

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Max Norris:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for awhileisreading. Y es, by
reading areserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Thuras Diary: My Lifein Wartime
Irag book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Judith Duncan:

The reason why? Because this Thura's Diary: My Life in Wartime Iraq is an unordinary book that the inside
of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So, itis
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give
you alot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
method. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If | were you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Adeline Norris;

On this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you have to do isjust
spending your time very little but quite enough to have alook at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list is Thura's Diary: My Life in Wartime Iraqg. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this book
you can get many advantages.

Donna Robinson:

Y ou can get this Thura's Diary: My Life in Wartime Iraq by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern eralike now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let'stry to choose right ways for you.
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