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Mary Poovey's The Proper Lady and the Woman Writer has become a standard
text in feminist literary discourse. In Uneven Developments Poovey turns to
broader historical concerns in an analysis of how notions of gender shape
ideology.

Asserting that the organization of sexual difference is a social, not natural,
phenomenon, Poovey shows how representations of gender took the form of a
binary opposition in mid-Victorian culture. She then reveals the role of this
opposition in various discourses and institutions—medical, legal, moral, and
literary. The resulting oppositions, partly because they depended on the
subordination of one term to another, were always unstable. Poovey contends
that this instability helps explain why various institutional versions of binary
logic developed unevenly. This unevenness, in turn, helped to account for the
emergence in the 1850s of a genuine oppositional voice: the voice of an
organized, politicized feminist movement.

Drawing on a wide range of sources—parliamentary debates, novels, medical
lectures, feminist analyses of work, middle-class periodicals on
demesticity—Poovey examines various controversies that provide glimpses of
the ways in which representations of gender were simultaneously constructed,
deployed, and contested. These include debates about the use of chloroform in
childbirth, the first divorce law, the professional status of writers, the plight of
governesses, and the nature of the nursing corps. Uneven Developments is a
contribution to the feminist analysis of culture and ideology that challenges the
isolation of literary texts from other kinds of writing and the isolation of women's
issues from economic and political histories.
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Mary Poovey's The Proper Lady and the Woman Writer has become a standard text in feminist literary
discourse. In Uneven Developments Poovey turns to broader historical concerns in an analysis of how
notions of gender shape ideology.

Asserting that the organization of sexual difference is a social, not natural, phenomenon, Poovey shows how
representations of gender took the form of a binary opposition in mid-Victorian culture. She then reveals the
role of this opposition in various discourses and institutions—medical, legal, moral, and literary. The
resulting oppositions, partly because they depended on the subordination of one term to another, were always
unstable. Poovey contends that this instability helps explain why various institutional versions of binary logic
developed unevenly. This unevenness, in turn, helped to account for the emergence in the 1850s of a genuine
oppositional voice: the voice of an organized, politicized feminist movement.

Drawing on a wide range of sources—parliamentary debates, novels, medical lectures, feminist analyses of
work, middle-class periodicals on demesticity—Poovey examines various controversies that provide
glimpses of the ways in which representations of gender were simultaneously constructed, deployed, and
contested. These include debates about the use of chloroform in childbirth, the first divorce law, the
professional status of writers, the plight of governesses, and the nature of the nursing corps. Uneven
Developments is a contribution to the feminist analysis of culture and ideology that challenges the isolation
of literary texts from other kinds of writing and the isolation of women's issues from economic and political
histories.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Asserting that the organization of sexual difference is a social, not natural, phenomenon, Poovey shows how
representations of gender took the form of a binary opposition in mid-Victorian culture.

About the Author

Mary Poovey, professor of English at The Johns Hopkins University, is the author of The Proper Lady and
the Woman Writer: Ideology as Style in the Works of Mary Wollstonecraft, Mary Shelley, and Jane Austen,
also published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Candice Sharkey:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Uneven Developments: The
Ideological Work of Gender in Mid-Victorian England (Women in Culture and Society). All type of book is
it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Michelle Seidl:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Uneven Developments: The Ideological Work of
Gender in Mid-Victorian England (Women in Culture and Society) is kind of publication which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Kevin Hardy:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Uneven Developments: The Ideological Work of Gender in Mid-Victorian England (Women in Culture and
Society) will give you a new experience in reading a book.



Karen Huff:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Uneven Developments: The Ideological Work of Gender in Mid-Victorian
England (Women in Culture and Society) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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