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With a new introduction by Anthony Arnove, thisupdated edition of the
classic national bestseller reviewsthe book’sthirty-five year history and
demonstrates once again why it isa significant contribution to a complete
and balanced under standing of American history.

Since its original landmark publication in 1980, A Peopl€e's History of the United
Sates has been chronicling American history from the bottom up, throwing out
the official version of history taught in schools—with its emphasis on great men
in high places—to focus on the street, the home, and the, workplace.

Known for itslively, clear prose aswell asits scholarly research, A People's
History of the United States is the only volume to tell America's story from the
point of view of—and in the words of—America's women, factory workers,
African-Americans, Native Americans, the working poor, and immigrant
laborers. As historian Howard Zinn shows, many of our country's greatest
battles—the fights for afair wage, an eight-hour workday, child-labor laws,
health and safety standards, universal suffrage, women's rights, racial
equality—were carried out at the grassroots level, against bloody resistance.

Covering Christopher Columbus's arrival through President Clinton's first term, A
People's History of the United States, which was nominated for the American
Book Award in 1981, featuresinsightful analysis of the most important eventsin
our history.
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Editorial Review
From the Back Cover

With a new introduction by Anthony Arnove, thisedition of the classic national best-seller chronicles
American history from the bottom up, throwing out the official narrative taught in schools—with its
emphasis on great men in high places—to focus on the street, the home, and the workplace.

Known for itslively, clear prose aswell asits scholarly research, A Peopl€e’ s History of the United Satesis
the only volume to tell America s story from the point of view of—and in the words of—America s women,
factory workers, African-Americans, Native Americans, the working poor, and immigrant laborers. As
historian Howard Zinn shows, many of our country’s greatest battles—fights for fair wages, eight-hour
workdays, child-labor laws, health and safety standards, universal suffrage, women’s rights, racial
equality—were carried out at the grassroots level, against bloody resistance.

Covering Christopher Columbus's arrival through President Clinton’ s first term, A People’s History of the
United Sates, which was nominated for the American Book Award in 1981, features insightful analysis of
the most important eventsin our history.

About the Author

Howard Zinn (1922—2010) was a historian, playwright, and social activist. In addition to A People’'s History
of the United Sates, which has sold more than two million copies, heis the author of many books, including
the autobiography You Can’t Be Neutral on a Moving Train, The People Speak, and Passionate
Declarations.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
COLUMBUS, THEINDIANS, ANDHUMAN PROGRESS

Arawak men and women, naked, tawny, and full of wonder, emerged from their villages onto the island's
beaches and swam out to get a closer look at the strange big boat. When Columbus and his sailors came
ashore, carrying swords, speaking oddly, the Arawaks ran to greet them, brought them food, water, gifts. He
later wrote of thisin hislog:

They ... brought us parrots and balls of cotton and spears and many other things, which they exchanged for
the glass beads and hawks bells. They willingly traded everything they owned.... They were well-built, with
good bodies and handsome features.... They do not bear arms, and do not know them, for | showed them a
sword, they took it by the edge and cut themselves out of ignorance. They have no iron. Their spears are
made of cane.... They would make fine servants.... With fifty men we could subjugate them all and make
them do whatever we want.

These Arawaks of the Bahama |dlands were much like Indians on the mainland, who were remarkable
(European observers were to say again and again) for their hospitality, their belief in sharing. These traits did
not stand out in the Europe of the Renaissance, dominated as it was by the religion of popes, the government
of kings, the frenzy for money that marked Western civilization and its first messenger to the Americas,
Christopher Columbus.

Columbus wrote:



Assoon as| arrived in the Indies, on thefirst ISland which | found, | tooksome of the natives by forcein
order that they might learn and might giveme information of whatever there is in these parts.

The information that Columbus wanted most was. Where is the gold? He had persuaded the king and queen
of Spain to finance an expedition to the lands, the wealth, he expected would be on the other side of the
Atlantic-the Indies and Asia, gold and spices. For, like other informed people of histime, he knew the world
was round and he could sail west in order to get to the Far East.

Spain was recently unified, one of the new modern nation-states, like France, England, and Portugdl. Its
population, mostly poor peasants, worked for the nobility, who were 2 percent of the population and owned
95 percent of the land. Spain had tied itself to the Catholic Church, expelled al the Jews, driven out the
Moors. Like other states of the modern world, Spain sought gold, which was becoming the new mark of
wealth, more useful than land because it could buy anything.

There was gold in Asia, it was thought, and certainly silks and spices, for Marco Polo and others had brought
back marvelous things from their overland expeditions centuries before. Now that the Turks had conquered
Constantinople and the eastern Mediterranean, and controlled the land routes to Asia, a sea route was needed.
Portuguese sailors were working their way around the southern tip of Africa. Spain decided to gamble on a
long sail across an unknown ocean.

In return for bringing back gold and spices, they promisedColumbus 10 percent of the profits, governorship
over new-foundlands, and the fame that would go with a new title: Admiral of the OceanSea. Hewas a
merchant's clerk from the Italian city of Genoa, part-timeweaver (the son of a skilled weaver), and expert
sailor. He set out withthree sailing ships, the largest of which was the Santa Maria, perhaps100 feet long, and
thirty-nine crew members.

Columbus would never have made it to Asia, which was thousands of miles farther away than he had
calculated, imagining asmaller world. He would have been doomed by that great expanse of sea. But he was
lucky. One-fourth of the way there he came upon an unknown, uncharted land that lay between Europe and
Asia-the Americas. It was early October 1492, and thirty-three days since he and his crew had left the
Canary Idands, off the Atlantic coast of Africa. Now they saw branches and sticks floating in the water.
They saw flocks of birds.

These were signs of land. Then, on October 12, a sailor called Rodrigo saw the early morning moon shining
on white sands, and cried out. It was an island in the Bahamas, the Caribbean sea. The first man to sight land
was supposed to get a yearly pension of 10,000 maravedis for life, but Rodrigo never got it. Columbus
claimed he had seen alight the evening before. He got the reward.

So, approaching land, they were met by, the Arawak Indians, who swam out to greet them. The Arawaks
lived in village communes, had a devel oped agriculture of corn, yams, cassava. They could spin and weave,
but they had no horses or work animals. They had no iron, but they wore tiny gold ornamentsin their ears.

This was to have enormous consequences: it led Columbus to take some of them aboard ship as prisoners
because he insisted that they guide him to the source of the gold. He then sailed to what is now Cuba, then to
Hispaniola (the island which today consists of Haiti and the Dominican Republic). There, bits of visible gold
in the rivers, and a gold mask presented to Columbus by alocal Indian chief, led to wild visions of gold
fields.

On Hispaniola, out of timbers from the Santa Maria, which had run aground, Columbus built afort, the first
European military base in the Western Hemisphere. He called it Navidad (Christmas) and left thirtynine
crewmembers there, with instructions to find and store the gold. He took more Indian prisoners and put them
aboard his two remaining ships. At one part of the island he got into afight with Indians who refused to trade
as many bows and arrows as he and his men wanted. Two were run through with swords and bled to death.



Then the Nina and the Pinta set sail for the Azores and Spain. When the weather turned cold, the Indian
prisoners began to die.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gina Gregg:

This A People's History of the United States are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The main reason of this A People's History of the United States can be one of many
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person
with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this A
People's History of the United States giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Karen Johnson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline A People's
History of the United States suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in thisera. The
particular book untitled A People's History of the United Statesis a single of several books that everyone read
now. Thiskind of book was inspired lots of peoplein the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you alot of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Shay Price:

A lot of people aways spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a new book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent al day every day to
reading a book. The book A People's History of the United Statesit is very good to read. There are alot of
people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mQore simply to read this
book from the smart phone. The priceis not too costly but this book has high quality.

Kathleen Jones:

This A People's History of the United States is completely new way for you who has attention to look for
some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this A People's History of
the United States can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book
is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure |



mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy thise-
book is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especialy this one. Y ou can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for a person. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book type for your better life
and knowledge.
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