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This simple and essential book about the craft of acting describes a technique
developed and refined by the authors, all of them young actors, in their work with
Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright David Mamet, actor W. H. Macy, and director
Gregory Mosher. A Practical Handbook for the Actor is written for any actor
who has ever experienced the frustrations of acting classes that lacked clarity and
objectivity, and that failed to provide a dependable set of tools. An actor's job,
the authors state, is to "find a way to live truthfully under the imaginary
circumstances of the play." The ways in which an actor can attain that truth form
the substance of this eloquent book.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is the best book on acting written in the last twenty years." --from the introduction by David Mamet

"Simple, clear and consise--just what was needed. A deeply interesting and valuable piece of work." --Sidney
Lumet

"This terse and lucid handbook might well be for the actor what Strunk and White's The Elements of Style is
for the writer." --John Guare

"This book is wonderful. It is clear, direct, and to the point, with none of the hokum that accompanies most
books on the theatre, especially about acting. I learned an enormous amount." --Robert Benton

"This beautifully written book offers a clear guide to the most profound acting technique I  know. Every
young actor should read it, re-read it, and then keep it under his pillow." --Lindsay Crouse

From the Inside Flap
6 working actors describe their methods and philosophies of the theater. All have worked with playwright
David Mamet at the Goodman Theater in Chicago.

About the Author
Melissa Bruder, Lee Michael Cohn, Madeleine Olnek, Nathaniel Pollack, Robert Previto, and Scott Zigler
are actors who worked with David Mamet and W. H. Macy at New York University and at the Goodman
Theatre in Chicago. Members of the Practical Aesthetics Workshop, they helped found the Atlantic Theatre
Company with Mamet and Macy in 1985.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deanna Nance:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled A Practical Handbook for the Actor. Try to stumble through
book A Practical Handbook for the Actor as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you really
feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need
to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Conrad Degregorio:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can



help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this A Practical Handbook for the Actor book since
this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is
no doubt in it everbody knows.

Joshua Parsons:

The book untitled A Practical Handbook for the Actor contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you
in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Geraldine Carlson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of
book A Practical Handbook for the Actor. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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