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“Deeply unpretentious and undistracted by the trendy new aesthetics or
technologies, Mr. Shabazz is the best kind of photojournalist: one driven simply
by curiosity about other human beings.”
—Ken Johnson, The New York Times

Once upon a time before crack, inner city communities were blighted by poverty
and unemployment—but not by the drug wars that tore families apart, destroying
lives with needless violence and mindless addiction. Once upon a time before
crack, pride and style were as inseparable as a beatbox and mixtape, or as a pair
of shoes and matching purse. Once upon a time before crack, Jamel Shabazz was
on the scene, working the streets of New York City, capturing the faces and
places of an era that have long since disappeared.

Best known as Hip Hop’s finest fashion photographer for his blockbuster best-
selling monograph, Back in the Days (powerHouse Books, 2001), Shabazz
revisited his archive and unearthed an extraordinary collection of never-before-
published documentary photographs collected for his third powerHouse Books
release, A Time Before Crack, a visual diary of the streets of New York City
from the mid-seventies to the mid-eighties, Shabazz’s distinctive photographs
reveal the families, the poses, and the players who made this age extraordinary.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Following up on his powerHouse titles Back in the Days (2001) and Last Sunday in June (2003), Shabazz
delivers another set of photographs taken of nascent hip-culture circa 1979-1985. Nearly all of the 150
photos here are individual or group portraits; most are of young people in the streets; all reflect Shabazz's
extraordinary rapport with his subjects-even when the latter are striking a defiant pose. The book offers a
panorama of New York's African-American style of the era: Puma-hatted men with over-sized glasses,
women in tight demin with white stitching, kente-clothed women, giant boom boxes, light brown glossy
leather and painted denim jackets, big gold chains and earings, tiny shorts-and even a kind of Izod-Lacosted
formality the pervaded the scene before the absolute dominance of athletic wear. As far as the title's
implication of a more innocent time go: it's indeed impossible to anticipate the coming effects of crack on
New York from look at these pictures, and ways in which Shabazz's subjects face the camera does feel less
mediated than what he might get now walking down the street in Bed-Stuy, making this book a multi-layered
time capsule. Also included are essays by Wild Style director Charlie Ahearn and photographer Terrance
Jennings, an introduction by TRACE magazine editor-in-chief Claude Grunitzky and an afterword by artist
James "Koe" Rodriguez.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author
Jamel Shabazz is the author of Back in the Days (powerHouse Books, 2001) and The Last Sunday in June
(powerHouse Books, 2003). His photographs have appeared in publications including The Source, Vibe,
TRACE, Flaunt, Mass Appeal, Jalouse, Black Book, OneWorld, and Honey. Shabazz’s work has been
exhibited at the Brooklyn Museum of Art and the Kravets/Wehby Gallery, New York; by Kangol at the
Dazed & Confused Gallery, London; by adidas and Lodown at adidas Originals, Berlin; and in Trace’s True
Signs, Paris. His debut book, Back in the Days, has received astounding critical acclaim and commercial
success since its initial release in January 2001. Shabazz was born in Brooklyn and lives in Long Island,
New York.

Claude Grunitzky is chairman and Editor-in-Chief of TRACE magazine and chairman of TRUE Agency, a
specialized advertising and marketing shop partnered with Omnicom’s TBWAChiatDay.

James "Koe" Rodriguez is an artist, writer, and faithful hip-hopper. His latest project is a documentary film
on legendary New York photographers Ernie Paniccioli, Jamel Shabazz, and Joe Conzo titled 1 LOVE.

Charlie Ahearn is the director of the classic, 1982 Hip Hop movie Wild Style. He is the coauthor of Yes Yes
Y’all (Da Capo, 2002) and currently hosts an eponymously named Internet radio show on wps1.org.

Terrence Jennings’ photographs have been published in TRACE, The Source, The New York Times, The
Observer of London, and Black: A Celebration of a Culture (Hylas, 2004).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Braddock:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,



like looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled A Time Before Crack. Try to stumble through book A Time Before
Crack as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

Dean Green:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide A Time Before Crack will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Judith Smith:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take A Time Before Crack as your daily
resource information.

Ricky Bradley:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this A Time Before Crack, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Download and Read Online A Time Before Crack By Jamel
Shabazz, Claude Grunitsky, James Koe Rodriguez, Charlie Ahearn,
Terrence Jennings #F52HCTK0BPA



Read A Time Before Crack By Jamel Shabazz, Claude Grunitsky,
James Koe Rodriguez, Charlie Ahearn, Terrence Jennings for
online ebook

A Time Before Crack By Jamel Shabazz, Claude Grunitsky, James Koe Rodriguez, Charlie Ahearn,
Terrence Jennings Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good
books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online
library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read A Time Before Crack By Jamel
Shabazz, Claude Grunitsky, James Koe Rodriguez, Charlie Ahearn, Terrence Jennings books to read online.

Online A Time Before Crack By Jamel Shabazz, Claude Grunitsky, James Koe
Rodriguez, Charlie Ahearn, Terrence Jennings ebook PDF download

A Time Before Crack By Jamel Shabazz, Claude Grunitsky, James Koe Rodriguez, Charlie Ahearn,
Terrence Jennings Doc

A Time Before Crack By Jamel Shabazz, Claude Grunitsky, James Koe Rodriguez, Charlie Ahearn, Terrence Jennings
Mobipocket

A Time Before Crack By Jamel Shabazz, Claude Grunitsky, James Koe Rodriguez, Charlie Ahearn, Terrence Jennings
EPub


