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A New York Times Bestseller - Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress is
an enchanting tale that captures the magic of reading and the wonder of romantic
awakening. An immediate international bestseller, it tells the story of two hapless
city boys exiled to a remote mountain village for re-education during China’s
infamous Cultural Revolution. There the two friends meet the daughter of the
local tailor and discover a hidden stash of Western classics in Chinese
translation. As they flirt with the seamstress and secretly devour these banned
works, the two friends find transit from their grim surroundings to worlds they
never imagined.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The Cultural Revolution of Chairman Mao Zedong altered Chinese history in the 1960s and '70s, forcibly
sending hundreds of thousands of Chinese intellectuals to peasant villages for "re-education." This moving,
often wrenching short novel by a writer who was himself re-educated in the '70s tells how two young men
weather years of banishment, emphasizing the power of literature to free the mind. Sijie's unnamed 17-year-
old protagonist and his best friend, Luo, are bourgeois doctors' sons, and so condemned to serve four years in
a remote mountain village, carrying pails of excrement daily up a hill. Only their ingenuity helps them to
survive. The two friends are good at storytelling, and the village headman commands them to put on "oral
cinema shows" for the villagers, reciting the plots and dialogue of movies. When another city boy leaves the
mountains, the friends steal a suitcase full of forbidden books he has been hiding, knowing he will be afraid
to call the authorities. Enchanted by the prose of a host of European writers, they dare to tell the story of The
Count of Monte Cristo to the village tailor and to read Balzac to his shy and beautiful young daughter. Luo,
who adores the Little Seamstress, dreams of transforming her from a simple country girl into a sophisticated
lover with his foreign tales. He succeeds beyond his expectations, but the result is not what he might have
hoped for, and leads to an unexpected, droll and poignant conclusion. The warmth and humor of Sijie's prose
and the clarity of Rilke's translation distinguish this slim first novel, a wonderfully human tale. (Sept.
17)Forecast: Sijie's debut was a best-seller and prize winner in France in 2000, and rights have been sold in
19 countries; it is also scheduled to be made into a film. Its charm translates admirably strong sales can be
expected on this side of the Atlantic.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School-This beautifully presented novella tracks the lives of two teens, childhood friends who
have been sent to a small Chinese village for "re-education" during Mao's Cultural Revolution. Sons of
doctors and dentists, their days are now spent muscling buckets of excrement up the mountainside and
mining coal. But the boys-Luo and the unnamed narrator-receive a bit of a reprieve when the villagers
discover their talents as storytellers; they are sent on monthly treks to town, tasked with watching a movie
and relating it in detail on their return. It is here that they encounter the little seamstress of the title, whom
Luo falls for instantly. When, through a series of comic and clever tricks and favors, the boys acquire a
suitcase full of forbidden Western literature, Luo decides to "re-educate" the ignorant girl whom he hopes
will become his intellectual match. That a bit of Balzac can have an aphrodisiac effect is a happy bonus.
Ultimately, the book is a simple, lovely telling of a classic boy-meets-girl scenario with a folktale's smart,
surprising bite at the finish. The story movingly captures Maoism's attempts to imprison one's mind and heart
(with the threat of the same for one's body), the shock of the sudden cultural shift for "bourgeois" Chinese,
and the sheer delight that books can offer a downtrodden spirit. Though these moments are fewer after the
love story is introduced, teens will enjoy them at least as much as the comic and romantic strands.

Emily Lloyd, Fairfax County Public Library, VA

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This deceptively small novel has the power to bring down governments. In Mao's China, the Cultural
Revolution rages, and two friends caught in the flames find themselves shuttled off to the remote countryside



for reeducation. The stolid narrator occasionally comforts himself by playing the violin, and both he and
more outgoing friend Luo find that they have a talent for entertaining others with their re-creations of films
they have seen. A little light comes their way when they meet the stunning daughter of the tailor in the town
nearby, with whom Luo launches an affair. But the real coup is discovering a cache of forbidden Western
literature including, of course, Balzac that forces open their world like a thousand flowers blooming. The
literature proves their undoing, however, finally losing them the one thing that has sustained them. Dai Sijie,
who was himself reeducated in early 1970s China before fleeing to France, wonderfully communicates the
awesome power of literature of which his novel is proof. Highly recommended. Barbara Hoffert, "Library
Journal"
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katherine Herron:

The book Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress: A Novel make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Balzac and the Little Chinese
Seamstress: A Novel for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a e-
book Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress: A Novel. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Macie Tiffany:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress: A Novel is
kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Karen Delamora:

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress: A Novel can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of
us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Balzac and the Little
Chinese Seamstress: A Novel nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Doris Stone:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You



can choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
called of book Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress: A Novel. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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