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For more than a century, Chicago's skyline has included some of the world's most
distinctive and inspiring buildings. This history of the Windy City's skyscrapers
beginsin the key period of reconstruction after the Great Fire of 1871 and
concludes in 1934 with the onset of the Great Depression, which brought
architectural progress to a standstill. During this time, such iconic landmarks as
the Chicago Tribune Tower, the Wrigley Building, the Marshall Field and
Company Building, the Chicago Stock Exchange, the Palmolive Building, the
Masonic Temple, the City Opera, Merchandise Mart, and many others rose to
impressive new heights, thanks to innovationsin building methods and materials.
Solid, earthbound edifices of iron, brick, and stone made way for towers of steel
and plate glass, imparting a striking new look to Chicago's growing urban
landscape.

Thomas Ledlie reveals the daily struggles, technical breakthroughs, and
negotiations that produced these magnificent buildings. He aso considers how
the city's infamous political climate contributed to its architecture, as building
and zoning codes were often disputed by shifting networks of rivals, labor
unions, professional organizations, and municipal bodies.

Featuring more than a hundred photographs and illustrations of the city's
physically impressive and beautifully diverse architecture, Chicago Skyscrapers,
1871-1934 highlights an exceptionally dynamic, energetic period of architectural
progress in Chicago.
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For more than a century, Chicago's skyline has included some of the world's most distinctive and inspiring
buildings. This history of the Windy City's skyscrapers begins in the key period of reconstruction after the
Great Fire of 1871 and concludes in 1934 with the onset of the Great Depression, which brought
architectural progressto a standstill. During this time, such iconic landmarks as the Chicago Tribune Tower,
the Wrigley Building, the Marshall Field and Company Building, the Chicago Stock Exchange, the
Palmolive Building, the Masonic Temple, the City Opera, Merchandise Mart, and many othersrose to
impressive new heights, thanks to innovations in building methods and materials. Solid, earthbound edifices
of iron, brick, and stone made way for towers of steel and plate glass, imparting a striking new look to
Chicago's growing urban landscape.

Thomas Ledliereveals the daily struggles, technical breakthroughs, and negotiations that produced these
magnificent buildings. He also considers how the city's infamous political climate contributed to its
architecture, as building and zoning codes were often disputed by shifting networks of rivals, labor unions,
professional organizations, and municipal bodies.

Featuring more than a hundred photographs and illustrations of the city's physically impressive and
beautifully diverse architecture, Chicago Skyscrapers, 1871-1934 highlights an exceptionally dynamic,
energetic period of architectural progressin Chicago.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Chicago Skyscrapers goes well beyond the many glossy, superficial coffee-table books that celebrate the
city's architecture. Ledlieinstead provides a sophisticated examination of his subject, educating readers who
are interested and willing to dig deeper."--Chicago Book Review

"This groundbreaking and ambitious study provides a thorough technical history of the development of
Chicago skyscrapersin the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Thomas Ledlie's work on thisvital
subject synthesizes existing research and extends the field in exciting new directions.”

--John A. Ochsendorf, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

"Sure to become the new standard work on the subject.”--Journal of Illinois History

"How often does one read the proclamation by Windy City journalists that Chicago was the cradle of modern
architecture? In this book, Ledlie reshapes that history with deep scholarship, immaculate prose, highly
informative graphics, and the rare understanding of buildings that comes from being both a practitioner and
an academic. Essential."--Choice

"A sweeping and thorough examination of the forces that shaped that long generation of building
construction--soil conditions, fire, materials, programs, technologies, clients, and codes. A thoughtful and
fascinating view of an immensely active time in the history of Chicago architecture.”--Indiana Magaz ne of
History

"Combining numerous elements--architectural and construction history; cultural, technological, and social
history; political, planning, and economic history--Leslie presents a story that rings true as a portrait of
professional life in the building world in al its ambition and ambiguity."--Journal of the Society of
Architectural Historians

About the Author

Thomas Ledlie, AlA, isthe Pickard Chilton Professor of Architecture at lowa State University and the author
of Louis|. Kahn: Building Art, Building Science.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ann Bland:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Chicago Skyscrapers, 1871-1934 book is readable by simply you
who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Chicago



Skyscrapers, 1871-1934 content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and
e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So, do you even now
thinking Chicago Skyscrapers, 1871-1934 is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Thomas Palmer:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be examine. Chicago Skyscrapers, 1871-1934 can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
an individual who have those short time problems.

Sharonda Adair:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Chicago Skyscrapers, 1871-1934 offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Rick Beard:

Y ou are able to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Chicago Skyscrapers, 1871-1934
issimple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it.
Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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