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"A powerful, true story of life and death in a major metropolitan
hospital...Harrowing... An important book."

THE NEW YORK TIMES

What is life worth? And what is alife worth living? At atime when America
faces vital choices about the future of its health care, former NEW Y ORK
TIMES correspondent Lisa Belkin takes a powerful and poignant look at the
inner workings of Hermann Hospital in Houston, Texas, telling the remarkable,
real-life stories of the doctors, patients, families, and hospital administrators who
must ask--and ultimately answer--the most profound and heart-rendng questions
about life and death.
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What is life worth? And what is alife worth living? At atime when America faces vital choices about the
future of its health care, former NEW Y ORK TIMES correspondent Lisa Belkin takes a powerful and
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In noveligtic detail, Belkin examines the cases of several patients in a Houston hospital and the ethical
considerations of their doctors.

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Y A-- A look at medical ethics and the critical-care decisions made by the ethics committee, doctors, and four
sets of patients/parents at Hermann Hospital in Texas between May-October 1988. Quality of lifeis
measured against longevity and consideration is given to expenditure of limited resources. As most of these
patients were children or young adults, the book hasimmediacy for high school students. The epilogue,
written four years later, brings closure to decisions made. Y oung people interested in medicine or the health-
care crisis are sureto find this involving.

- Barbara Hawkins, Oakton High School, Fairfax, VA

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Taking her title from the physicians Hippocratic Oath, Belkin, who covers medical issues for the New Y ork
Times, spent nearly three years with the Hermann Hospital Ethics Committee in Houston, Texas, researching
this provocative book on medical ethics. The daily, convulsive questions of life and death that the committee
struggles with are often questions without answers, yet they are somehow answered at the Hermann Hospital
and in hospitals across the country every single day. Belkin quotes a Chinese proverb: if you save alife, you
are responsible for it. The cruel, deceptively simple wisdom of this proverb is brought home on nearly every
page of thisentirely true, gripping, and dramatic account of how medical chance and technology trap the
unsuspecting in avise of brutal decision-making. Totally engrossing and highly recommended. For a

theol ogical perspective on medical ethics, see the review of Theological Voicesin Medical Ethicson p. 122.
- James Swanton, Albert Einstein Coll. of Medicine, New York

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Barbara Richardson:

With other case, little people like to read book First, Do No Harm: The Dramatic Story of Real Doctors and
Patients Making Impossible Choices at a Big-City Hospital. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading
abook. Providing we know about how isimportant a new book First, Do No Harm: The Dramatic Story of
Real Doctors and Patients Making Impossible Choices at a Big-City Hospital. Y ou can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet product.
Itiscaled e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.



LavelleHildreth:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in thisworld can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their skill in writing, they aso doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is
this First, Do No Harm: The Dramatic Story of Real Doctors and Patients Making Impossible Choices at a
Big-City Hospital.

Thomas Evans:

ThisFirst, Do No Harm: The Dramatic Story of Real Doctors and Patients Making Impossible Choices at a
Big-City Hospital is great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who have
always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
information accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you
areread that hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having First, Do No Harm: The
Dramatic Story of Real Doctors and Patients Making Impossible Choices at a Big-City Hospital in your hand
like having the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world
with ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So, it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you till doubt that?

Karin Eubanks:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people fedl that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and First, Do No Harm: The Dramatic Story of
Real Doctors and Patients Making Impossible Choices at a Big-City Hospital or perhaps others sources were
given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to
include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes First, Do No Harm:
The Dramatic Story of Real Doctors and Patients Making Impossible Choices at a Big-City Hospital to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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