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This comprehensive biography of George Gershwin (1898-1937) unravelsthe
myths surrounding one of America's most celebrated composers and establishes
the enduring value of his music. Gershwin created some of the most beloved
music of the twentieth century and, along with Jerome Kern, Irving Berlin, and
Cole Porter, helped make the golden age of Broadway golden. Howard Pollack
draws from awealth of sketches, manuscripts, letters, interviews, books, articles,
recordings, films, and other materials—including alarge cache of Gershwin
scores discovered in a Warner Brothers warehouse in 1982—to create an
expansive chronicle of Gershwin’s meteoric rise to fame. He also traces
Gershwin's powerful presence that, even today, extends from Broadway, jazz
clubs, and film scores to symphony halls and opera houses.

Pollack’s lively narrative describes Gershwin’s family, childhood, and education;
his early career as a pianist; his friendships and romantic life; his relation to
various musical trends; his writings on music; his working methods; and his
tragic death at the age of 38. Unlike Kern, Berlin, and Porter, who mostly worked
within the confines of Broadway and Hollywood, Gershwin actively sought to
cross the boundaries between high and low, and wrote works that crossed over
into arealm where art music, jazz, and Broadway met and merged. The author
surveys Gershwin’s entire oeuvre, from hisfirst surviving compositions to the
melodies that his brother and principal collaborator, Ira Gershwin, lyricized after
his death. Pollack concludes with an exploration of the performances and critical
reception of Gershwin's music over the years, from histimeto ours.
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This comprehensive biography of George Gershwin (1898-1937) unravels the myths surrounding one of
America's most celebrated composers and establishes the enduring value of his music. Gershwin created
some of the most beloved music of the twentieth century and, along with Jerome Kern, Irving Berlin, and
Cole Porter, helped make the golden age of Broadway golden. Howard Pollack draws from awealth of
sketches, manuscripts, letters, interviews, books, articles, recordings, films, and other materials—including a
large cache of Gershwin scores discovered in a Warner Brothers warehouse in 1982—to create an expansive
chronicle of Gershwin’s meteoric rise to fame. He also traces Gershwin's powerful presence that, even
today, extends from Broadway, jazz clubs, and film scores to symphony halls and opera houses.

Pollack’ s lively narrative describes Gershwin’s family, childhood, and education; his early career asa
pianist; his friendships and romantic life; his relation to various musical trends; hiswritings on music; his
working methods; and his tragic desth at the age of 38. Unlike Kern, Berlin, and Porter, who mostly worked
within the confines of Broadway and Hollywood, Gershwin actively sought to cross the boundaries between
high and low, and wrote works that crossed over into arealm where art music, jazz, and Broadway met and
merged. The author surveys Gershwin's entire oeuvre, from his first surviving compositions to the melodies
that his brother and principal collaborator, Ira Gershwin, lyricized after his death. Pollack concludes with an
exploration of the performances and critical reception of Gershwin's music over the years, from histime to
ours.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Sarred Review. University of Houston music professor Pollack (Aaron Copland: The Life and Work of an
Uncommon Man) offers alook at Gershwin so exhaustive and comprehensive that it stands as a definitive
statement. Bibliographic notesfilling 100 pages indicate the extent of this in-depth re-examination. Scholarly
yet entertaining, Pollack's survey is not chronological; it's divided into two book-length sections. In part one,
astudy of popular music trends serves as an overture to Gershwin's musical influences, his childhood and
Tin Pan Alley years, followed by alook at Gershwin as a pianist and conductor through his death from a
brain tumor at the age of 38. The book's second half, titled "Work," is an ambitious attempt to document
Gershwin's entire output, from orchestral works to theater, radio and films, including the role of lyricist Ira
Gershwin in reworking his brother's tunes, as he did for Billy Wilder's 1964 film Kiss Me, Supid. The
creation of Porgy and Bess and subsequent revivals, films, concerts, recordings and jazz interpretations
(notably by Miles Davis) fill severa chapters with fascinating details. Gershwin's innovative synthesis of
classical, blues and jazz into a"glorious body of work" isilluminated by Pollack's insightful analysis. 51
b& w photos. (Dec.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

*Starred Review* Pollack's preface indicates his book builds on the work of many chroniclers of composer
George Gershwin's life and work, and he names 10 of them. However, their books largely predated not only
the appearance of a number of important publications, dissertations, recordings, and performances but also
the availability of avariety of archival materials, including alarge cache of Gershwin manuscripts
discovered in 1982 in a Warner Brothers warehouse in Secaucus, New Jersey. This biography is organized
along partly thematic, partly chronological lines. Part 1, "Life," contains chapters depicting Gershwin's
childhood and family and his musical education, early relation to popular music, achievement as a pianist,
youthful activities on Broadway, friendships and love affairs, involvement with serious music, and lifestyle
and character. Part 2, "Work," surveys Gershwin's output from his earliest compositions to those pieces that
his brother, Ira, lyricized after Gershwin's death, in 1937. Pollack examines many of the composer's films,
recordings, and critical writings; he provides, for each of Gershwin's shows, a synopsis of the story, details
about the cast, and other aspects of itsfirst production. With 51 black-and-white photographs, this engaging
biography is also atour de force of scholarship. George Cohen

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“Pollack presents a fresh stance on the legendary composer in a monumental biography. . . . A fascinating
narrative of Gershwin’slife.”
(Stephanie Poxon, Center for the Arts, Richmond, Virginia Opera Journal 2009-09-01)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Hupp:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,

or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled George Gershwin: His Life and Work can be good
book to read. May beit can be best activity to you.

Phyllis Sharrow:

This George Gershwin: His Life and Work is great publication for you because the content which can be full
of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific
book revedl it details accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside
it. Soif you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having George
Gershwin: His Life and Work in your hand like having the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this guide
aready do that. So, it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Micheal Goggin:

The book untitled George Gershwin: His Life and Work contain alot of information on the idea. The writer
explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry,
you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new
period of time of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their
official web-sitein addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Elizabeth Villalobos:

Isit you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This George Gershwin: His
Life and Work can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are therefore out of
date, spending your extratime by reading in this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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