Human Rights and Empire: The Political
Philosophy of Cosmopolitanism

By Costas Douzinas

e N Download now
Read Online ©

Human Rightsand Empire: The Political Philosophy of Cosmopolitanism
By Costas Douzinas

Erudite and timely, this book is akey contribution to the renewal of radical
theory and politics. Addressing the paradox of a contemporary humanitarianism
that has abandoned politicsin favour of combating evil, Douzinas, aleading
scholar and author in the field of human rights and legal theory, considers the
most pressing international questions.

Asking whether there ‘is an intrinsic relationship between human rights and the
recent wars carried out in their name? and whether ‘human rights are abarrier
against domination and oppression or the ideological gloss of an emerging
empire? thisbook examines arange of topics, including:

1. the normative characteristics, political philosophy and metaphysical
foundations of our age

2. the subjective and institutional aspects of human rights and their
involvement in the creation of identity and definition of the meaning and
powers of humanity

3. the use of human rights as a justification for a new configuration of
political, economic and military power.

Exploring the legacy and the contemporary role of human rights, this topical and
incisive book isamust for al those interested in human rights law, jurisprudence
and philosophy of law, political philosophy and political theory.
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Erudite and timely, this book is akey contribution to the renewal of radical theory and politics. Addressing
the paradox of a contemporary humanitarianism that has abandoned politicsin favour of combating evil,
Douzinas, aleading scholar and author in the field of human rights and legal theory, considers the most
pressing international questions.

Asking whether there ‘is an intrinsic relationship between human rights and the recent wars carried out in
their name? and whether *human rights are a barrier against domination and oppression or the ideol ogical
gloss of an emerging empire? this book examines arange of topics, including:

1. the normative characteristics, political philosophy and metaphysical foundations of our age

2. the subjective and institutional aspects of human rights and their involvement in the creation of
identity and definition of the meaning and powers of humanity

3. the use of human rights as ajustification for a new configuration of political, economic and military
power.

Exploring the legacy and the contemporary role of human rights, thistopical and incisive book is a must for
all those interested in human rights law, jurisprudence and philosophy of law, political philosophy and
political theory.
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Editorial Review
Review
'A key contribution to the renewal of not only radical theory, but also radical politics' - Savoj Zizek

'A truly compelling argument ... one of the most original contributionsto the question of the moral
and legal status of human rights' - Drucilla Cornell

'beautiful and clearly written... the author's combination of erudition, passion and lively style makes
the work a contantly fascinating read. ...a worthwhileintroduction to the history of political
philosophy.' - Cardozo Law Review, March 2008

"Human Rights and Empirerepresents a valuable and interesting contribution to political and legal
theory. The author’s position is unique insofar asheisat once a virulent critic of human rightsand
one of itsmost ardent supporters. Whereasthereisno shortage of literature on the many failures and
hypocrisies of human rights, Human Rights and Empire makes areal and positive contribution by
avoiding the trap of seeking solutions by tinkering around the edges. Furthermore, the innovative
per spective of the author isbrought to life through the vibrancy and colourfulness of his
language?infused with passion, frustration, personal experience and humour throughout.' - Thomas
Goldup, King's College London, King's Law Journal (20.3) 2009

About the Author
Costas Douzinas is Professor of Law at Birkbeck College, London and Dean of the Faculty of Arts. He isthe
author of numerous books on legal theory and human rights.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Annette Puente:

The book untitled Human Rights and Empire: The Palitical Philosophy of Cosmopolitanismisthe
publication that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
copy writer was did alot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Human Rights and Empire: The Palitical
Philosophy of Cosmopolitanism from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Charline Fendley:

The particular book Human Rights and Empire: The Political Philosophy of Cosmopolitanism has alot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of profit. The book was written by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.



L ois Huseby:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Human Rights and Empire: The
Political Philosophy of Cosmopolitanism reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how
to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question
Human Rights and Empire: The Poalitical Philosophy of Cosmopolitanism as good book not only by the
cover but also by the content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't judge book by itsinclude, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

James Coles:

This Human Rights and Empire: The Political Philosophy of Cosmopolitanism is fresh way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deegper you
on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Human
Rights and Empire: The Political Philosophy of Cosmopolitanism can be the light food for you because the
information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this book isthe answer. So thereis not any in reading a e-book especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So, don't miss this! Just read
this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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