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At the turn of the century, an unprecedented attack on women erupted in virtually
every aspect of culture: literary, artistic, scientific, and philosophic. Throughout
Europe and America, artists and intellectuals banded together to portray women
as static and unindividuated beings who functioned solely in a sexual and
reproductive capacity, thus formulating many of the anti-feminine platitudes that
today still constrain women's potential.
Bram Dijkstra's Idols of Perversity explores the nature and development of turn-
of-the-century misogyny in the works of hundreds of writers, artists, and
scientists, including Zola, Strindberg, Wedekind, Henry James, Rossetti, Renoir,
Moreau, Klimt, Darwin, and Spencer. Dijkstra demonstrates that the most
prejudicial aspects of Evolutionary Theory helped to justify this wave of anti-
feminine sentiment. The theory claimed that the female of the species could not
participate in the great evolutionary process that would guide the intellectual
male to his ultimate, predestined role as a disembodied spiritual essence.
Darwinists argued that women hindered this process by their willingness to lure
men back to a sham paradise of erotic materialism. To protect the male's
continued evolution, artists and intellectuals produced a flood of pseudo-
scientific tracts, novels, and paintings which warned the world's males of the
evils lying beneath the surface elegance of woman's tempting skin.
Reproducing hundreds of pictures from the period and including in-depth
discussions of such key works as Dracula and Venus in Furs, this fascinating
book not only exposes the crucial links between misogyny then and now, but also
connects it to the racism and anti-semitism that led to catastrophic genocidal
delusions in the first half of the twentieth century. Crossing the conventional
boundaries of art history, sociology, the history of scientific theory, and literary
analysis, Dijkstra unveils a startling view of a grim and largely one-sided war on
women still being fought today.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Excellent study of image of women in 19th century art and general cultural attitudes during that period."--
James Doan, Nova University

"An excellent book for an undergraduate seminar--sparks lively interest and discussion."--Edward
Dickinson, University of California, Berkeley

"Brilliant analysis, brilliant command of language."--Pauley M. Stein, California State University

"[An] excellent book!"--John Murray, New York Institute of Technology

"Dijkstra's straightforward discussion of misogyny in nineteenth-century art is long overdue. His thematic
groupings of subject matter cut across lines of academic versus avant-garde, which is very instructive for
students to see."--F. Connelly, University of Missouri

"A provocative and absorbing book."--Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times

"This pioneering, witty, devastating survey breaks new ground in tracing men's hatred toward women and
how this fear and loathing has shaped our culture."--Publishers Weekly

"[Dijkstra is] more than equal to the task of analyzing the cultural war waged on women at the turn of the
century....[Readers] will not be able to forget [his] message, so applicable to the end of our century--that
ideological dualisms, whether about sex or race, are also deadly."--Alessandra
Comini, The New York Times Book Review

"A stupendous work--deeply serious, wildly delightful, abounding in new learning and insights."--Rudolph
Binion, Journal of Psychohistory

"A ground-breaking, important book....Will clearly be important to art historians and feminist critics of the
late nineteenth century."--Susan Gubar, The Washington Times Magazine

From the Back Cover
This is a book filled with the dangerous fantasies of the Beautiful People of a century ago. It contains a few
scenes of exemplary virtue and many more of lurid sin.

About the Author
About the Author: Bram Dijkstra is Professor of Comparative Literature at the University of California, San
Diego, and author of several books, including Cubism, Stieglitz and the Early Poetry of William Carlos
Williams, A Recognizable Image, and Defoe and Economics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Jeffrey Spencer:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Idols of Perversity: Fantasies of Feminine Evil in Fin-de-
Siècle Culture (Oxford Paperbacks). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given
that we know about how is important the book Idols of Perversity: Fantasies of Feminine Evil in Fin-de-
Siècle Culture (Oxford Paperbacks). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Anthony Brown:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Idols of Perversity: Fantasies of Feminine
Evil in Fin-de-Siècle Culture (Oxford Paperbacks) book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Joshua Dunleavy:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Idols of Perversity: Fantasies of Feminine Evil in Fin-de-Siècle Culture (Oxford Paperbacks), you may
tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a publication.

Michael Roberts:

This Idols of Perversity: Fantasies of Feminine Evil in Fin-de-Siècle Culture (Oxford Paperbacks) is great
reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world
and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great
coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Idols of Perversity: Fantasies of Feminine Evil in Fin-de-Siècle
Culture (Oxford Paperbacks) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already
do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?
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