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Much has changed in warfare in recent years, with America now dominant on the
international scene and terrorism the new enemy. In light of these changes, the
need for moral grounding in military actions is a more pressing concern than
ever.

When it was originally published, Moral Issues in Military Decision Making
reflected the concerns posed by nuclear stalemate and the lessons of Vietnam. In
that highly-praised work, Anthony Hartle outlined the essential elements of the
Professional Military Ethic created for American military forces. In this new
edition, he reexamines the moral foundations for America’s military leadership in
the post-9/11 era.

Considering world affairs since the first edition—the Gulf War, Bosnia,
Afghanistan, Iraq, 9/11, and the emergence of the United States as an unrivaled
military power—Hartle explains how these events have raised ethical issues that
differ dramatically from those of the Cold War. He assesses how moral, legal,
and psychological concerns have been impacted by the war on terrorism,
homeland defense, asymmetric warfare, the proliferation of American military
interventions, and the UN’s role in peacekeeping operations. Using meticulously
analyzed case studies—twice as many as in the first edition—he considers such
moral dilemmas as torture, challenging superior officers, use of overwhelming
force, and responding to fire in the presence of civilian shields.

In this revision, Hartle examines further the status of professional military ethics
in light of current affairs, changes in the articulation of military values, and
recent research. In a new chapter on human rights, he relates moral principles
directly to values embedded in the Constitution and argues that overwhelming
American military power cannot succeed unless it is accompanied by the moral
force of the values it seeks to protect. His discussion of global anti-terrorist
operations focuses especially on the difficulties of applying conventional laws of
war and human rights doctrine in military operations.

Hartle convincingly shows that national security is as much about the
preservation of moral principles as it is about the protection of America’s citizens
and borders. His book demonstrates that the American military must continue to
observe those principles in order to be effective in its primary mission.
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Much has changed in warfare in recent years, with America now dominant on the international scene and
terrorism the new enemy. In light of these changes, the need for moral grounding in military actions is a
more pressing concern than ever.

When it was originally published, Moral Issues in Military Decision Making reflected the concerns posed by
nuclear stalemate and the lessons of Vietnam. In that highly-praised work, Anthony Hartle outlined the
essential elements of the Professional Military Ethic created for American military forces. In this new
edition, he reexamines the moral foundations for America’s military leadership in the post-9/11 era.

Considering world affairs since the first edition—the Gulf War, Bosnia, Afghanistan, Iraq, 9/11, and the
emergence of the United States as an unrivaled military power—Hartle explains how these events have
raised ethical issues that differ dramatically from those of the Cold War. He assesses how moral, legal, and
psychological concerns have been impacted by the war on terrorism, homeland defense, asymmetric warfare,
the proliferation of American military interventions, and the UN’s role in peacekeeping operations. Using
meticulously analyzed case studies—twice as many as in the first edition—he considers such moral
dilemmas as torture, challenging superior officers, use of overwhelming force, and responding to fire in the
presence of civilian shields.

In this revision, Hartle examines further the status of professional military ethics in light of current affairs,
changes in the articulation of military values, and recent research. In a new chapter on human rights, he
relates moral principles directly to values embedded in the Constitution and argues that overwhelming
American military power cannot succeed unless it is accompanied by the moral force of the values it seeks to
protect. His discussion of global anti-terrorist operations focuses especially on the difficulties of applying
conventional laws of war and human rights doctrine in military operations.

Hartle convincingly shows that national security is as much about the preservation of moral principles as it is
about the protection of America’s citizens and borders. His book demonstrates that the American military
must continue to observe those principles in order to be effective in its primary mission.
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Editorial Review

Review
“A clear, concise, and cogent study of the professional military ethic in a time of great international turmoil.
Hartle writes perceptively about the kinds of contemporary crises in which officers must provide both
military and moral leadership. A valuable and illuminating study that deserves a wide audience. Warmly
recommended!”—James H. Toner, author of True Faith and Allegiance: The Burden of Military Ethics “In
an age much concerned with entitlements, it is refreshing to have Hartle’s powerful meditation on
obligations and responsibilities, selflessness and service to others, and the core values of the American
military profession.”—Lewis Sorley, author of Honorable Warrior: General Harold K. Johnson and the
Ethics of Command "A splendid discussion of the basic justification for the role of the military in American
society."—David Johnson, professor of philosophy at the U.S. Naval Academy and civilian member of the
Executive Board of the Joint Services Conference on Professional Ethics

From the Back Cover
"A clear, concise, and cogent study of the professional military ethic in a time of great international turmoil.
Hartle writes perceptively about the kinds of contemporary crises in which officers must provide both
military and moral leadership. A valuable and illuminating study that deserves a wide audience. Warmly
recommended!"--James H. Toner, author of True Faith and Allegiance: The Burden of Military Ethics

"In an age much concerned with entitlements, it is refreshing to have Hartle's powerful meditation on
obligations and responsibilities, selflessness and service to others, and the core values of the American
military profession."--Lewis Sorley, author of Honorable Warrior: General Harold K. Johnson and the
Ethics of Command

"A splendid discussion of the basic justification for the role of the military in American society."--David
Johnson, professor of philosophy at the U.S. Naval Academy and civilian member of the Executive Board of
the Joint Services Conference on Professional Ethics

About the Author
Colonel Anthony E. Hartle is chair of the English Department at West Point and a long-time member of the
Executive Board of the Joint Services Conference on Professional Ethics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Hampton:

The book Moral Issues in Military Decision Making can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Moral Issues in Military Decision
Making? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Moral
Issues in Military Decision Making has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.



Johnnie McCormick:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a publication. The book Moral Issues in Military Decision Making it is extremely good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high
quality.

Todd Goff:

The reason why? Because this Moral Issues in Military Decision Making is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Robert Alcock:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Moral Issues in Military
Decision Making that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual
but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as
your good habit, it is possible to pick Moral Issues in Military Decision Making become your own starter.
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