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The Chinese Army Today is a completely unique and comprehensive study of all
elements of the Chinese military, focusing on its ground forces to a degree not
found in any other contemporary works.

In 1999, the military modernization program of the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army that had been underway for twenty years increased in intensity and
achieved a focus not seen in the previous two decades. Based primarily on actual
Chinese sources, this book details the changes implemented since 1999 and puts
them in the context of the many traditions that still remain.

Written by a retired professional military officer who has served in China, this
book presents the reader with the key developments since 1999. Its discussion on
training and doctrine provides a level of detail not found in other works, but is
essential to understanding the progress made in China’s military modernization
and the obstacles yet to be overcome. The author uses first-hand observation of
the Chinese military and three decades of military experience to weave many
disparate threads from official Chinese statements, documents, and media reports
into an integrated whole.

This text defines exactly what forces make up the People’s Liberation Army and
examines in detail ground force organization and structure, personnel policies,
doctrine and training, new equipment entering the force, and missions routinely
undertaken in support of society.

This is an essential book for all students and scholars of China and Asia, political
science and international relations and of contemporary military affairs and
strategic studies.
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The Chinese Army Today is a completely unique and comprehensive study of all elements of the Chinese
military, focusing on its ground forces to a degree not found in any other contemporary works.

In 1999, the military modernization program of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army that had been
underway for twenty years increased in intensity and achieved a focus not seen in the previous two decades.
Based primarily on actual Chinese sources, this book details the changes implemented since 1999 and puts
them in the context of the many traditions that still remain.

Written by a retired professional military officer who has served in China, this book presents the reader with
the key developments since 1999. Its discussion on training and doctrine provides a level of detail not found
in other works, but is essential to understanding the progress made in China’s military modernization and the
obstacles yet to be overcome. The author uses first-hand observation of the Chinese military and three
decades of military experience to weave many disparate threads from official Chinese statements,
documents, and media reports into an integrated whole.

This text defines exactly what forces make up the People’s Liberation Army and examines in detail ground
force organization and structure, personnel policies, doctrine and training, new equipment entering the force,
and missions routinely undertaken in support of society.

This is an essential book for all students and scholars of China and Asia, political science and international
relations and of contemporary military affairs and strategic studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Dennis Blasko has written the definitive study of China’s ground forces, but this book also illuminates
many other aspects of China’s military today. The author brings to this assessment a career worth of
knowledge and experience in the U.S. Army, as a specialist on the Chinese military. Few, if any, know
the Chinese army better than Blasko. His judgements are careful and nuanced, his research and
sources are thorough, and his presentation is comprehensive?all necessary correctives to the frequent
media hype on the subject. A ‘must read’ for anyone seeking to understand the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) and its impact on Asian security and U.S. national security interests.' - David Shambaugh,
George Washington University, USA 

'Probably the most complete, best referenced and most accurate analysis available of the ground
forces of the PLA … It should be part of the library of any scholar or analyst of the Chinese military.’
– The China Journal

'Blasko's book is an authoritative primer on the PLA for national security professionals. His
background as an Army intelligence officer and China foreign area officer, and his intimate
knowledge of primary sources enable him to provide thoughtful analysis. His book should be on every
PACOM officer's 'must read' list.' - Military Review

‘This is an excellent introduction to the PLA and can serve as a starting point for

any scholar interested in China’s modern military. It will also be an excellent tool for

orienting professionals who may be working in the area. ..The

Chinese Army Today makes a valuable contribution to the challenging area of PLA

studies.’ Jerremie Clyde, Journal of Military and Strategic Studies

 

About the Author

Dennis J. Blasko is an Independent Analyst and former Senior Military Fellow, National Defense University
and former Military Attaché in Beijing, China and Hong Kong.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Larry Parrish:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that



book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Chinese Army Today: Tradition and Transformation for the
21st Century (Asian Security Studies).

Doris Griffin:

The book The Chinese Army Today: Tradition and Transformation for the 21st Century (Asian Security
Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great
thing like a book The Chinese Army Today: Tradition and Transformation for the 21st Century (Asian
Security Studies)? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Chinese Army
Today: Tradition and Transformation for the 21st Century (Asian Security Studies) has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide
open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Grubb:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the
item for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to
remain than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of The
Chinese Army Today: Tradition and Transformation for the 21st Century (Asian Security Studies) book as
nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Roland Collins:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That The Chinese Army Today: Tradition and
Transformation for the 21st Century (Asian Security Studies) can give you a lot of pals because by you
considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So ,
why hesitate? Let me have The Chinese Army Today: Tradition and Transformation for the 21st Century
(Asian Security Studies).
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