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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
"Readers may find this attempt to create a biography for Merlin less of an organic novel than a showcase for
the author's deft recycling of Welsh myth," said PW. Ages 9-12. (Oct.)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-8?This first installment in a planned trilogy about Merlin's shadowy youth takes some intriguing
twists. Young Emrys washes up on a Welsh beach with a woman who claims to be his mother. For years,
they share a hovel, but Branwen tells him nothing about his past. One day he discovers that he has some
unusual powers; using them to kindle a fire in Branwen's defense, he is blinded by the flames. However, he
learns to see without eyes?using his "second sight." Desperate to know about his past, Emrys, now 12, sets
off on an ocean journey. He lands on Fincayra, where he plunges into a dangerous quest to rescue the island
from the destructive blight caused by a pact between its king and an evil power. In the process, he befriends
a young Fincayran girl and a dwarf who becomes a giant through a brave deed. Emrys also learns the truth
about his origins. The Fincayran portion of the story is very much like Lloyd Alexander's "Prydain
Chronicles": a young boy and girl team up with a cute non-human to save a kingdom from the force of evil,
with Welsh-style names abounding. Also, while the characterization of the hero is excellent, the portrayal of
some minor figures is fair at best. However, the fast-moving plot is sure to keep readers turning pages. The
tale is compelling enough to ensure that they will anticipate the next book in the series to learn how the
events ultimately tie in to the more familiar body of Arthurian legend.?Mary Jo Drungil, Niles Public Library
District, IL
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 7^-10. This is the first volume in a planned trilogy about Merlin's youth, an area generally ignored in
traditional Merlin lore. Barron has certainly come up with an intriguing perspective of what he calls Merlin's
lost years, as told by the future wizard himself. A boy, hurled on the rocks by the sea, regains consciousness
unable to remember anything--not his parents, not his own name. He is sure that the secretive Branwen is not
his mother, despite her claims, and that Emrys is not his real name. The two soon find themselves feared
because of Branwen's healing abilities and Emrys' growing powers, and when they are attacked, Emrys
strikes out, causing an inferno that blinds him when he plunges into the fire to rescue his antagonist.
Branwen and Emrys are taken in by nuns, and as Emrys despairs and heals, he discovers yet another talent--
that of second sight--which enables him to embark on a quest to find his true name and heritage. His journey
leads him back across the sea to the isle of Fincayra, a mysterious land "not of the Earth, nor of the
Otherworld." There he joins forces with the forest girl Rhia and the heroic little giant Shim to battle the evil
Rhita Gawr, whose blight is destroying the isle. Barron has created not only a magical land populated by
remarkable beings but also a completely magical tale, filled with ancient Celtic and Druidic lore, that will
enchant readers. Sally Estes

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Fernando Levering:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


person has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Lost Years of
Merlin. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other
social media.

Rafael Rainey:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the publication untitled The Lost Years of Merlin can be good book to read. May be it may be best
activity to you.

Leola Grant:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book The Lost Years of Merlin we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative
person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to
change your life with this book The Lost Years of Merlin. You can more pleasing than now.

Issac Molina:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book The Lost Years of Merlin to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and
studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that
the publication The Lost Years of Merlin can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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