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A short, sharp, irreverent regyoinder to right-wing red-baiting

During the Cold War it became a dirty word in the United States, but “socialism”
runs like ared thread through the nation’ s history, an integral part of its political
consciousness since the founding of the republic. In this unapologetic corrective
to today’ s collective amnesia, John Nichols calls for the proud return of socialism
in American life. He recalls the reforms lauded by Founding Father Tom Paine;
the presence of Karl Marx’s journalism in American letters; the left leanings of
founders of the Republican Party; the socialist politics of Helen Keller; the
progressive legacy of figureslike Chaplin and Einstein. Now in an updated
edition, The“ S’ Word makes a case for socialist ideas as an indispensable part of
American heritage. A new final chapter considers the recent signs of aleftward
sea change in American politicsin the face of increasing and historic levels of
inequality.

Today, corporations—like other rich “individuals’—pay fewer taxes than they

did in the 1950s, while our infrastructure crumbles and the seasrise. The“ S’
Word addresses a hation that can no longer afford to put capital before people.
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During the Cold War it became a dirty word in the United States, but “socialism” runs like ared thread
through the nation’s history, an integral part of its political consciousness since the founding of the republic.
In this unapologetic corrective to today’ s collective amnesia, John Nichols calls for the proud return of
socialism in American life. He recalls the reforms lauded by Founding Father Tom Paine; the presence of
Karl Marx’sjournalism in American letters; the left leanings of founders of the Republican Party; the
socialist politics of Helen Keller; the progressive legacy of figures like Chaplin and Einstein. Now in an
updated edition, The* S’ Word makes a case for socialist ideas as an indispensable part of American
heritage. A new final chapter considers the recent signs of aleftward sea change in American politicsin the
face of increasing and historic levels of inequality.

Today, corporations—like other rich “individuals’—pay fewer taxes than they did in the 1950s, while our
infrastructure crumbles and the seasrise. The* S’ Word addresses a nation that can no longer afford to put
capital before people.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A chilling reminder of how much rich American history has been erased by shallow messaging. A crucial
book.”

—Naomi Klein

“Of all the giant slayers now afoot in the great American desert, John Nichols's sword is the sharpest, his
footwork the most graceful, his brain the most cunning.”
—GoreVidal

“The Tom Paine ... of our time.”
—Bill Moyers

“[A] search for the legacy of our homegrown radicals.”
—Washington Post

About the Author

John Nicholsis the Washington correspondent for The Nation magazine, a contributing writer for the
Progressive and In These Times, and the associate editor of Madison, Wisconsin's Capital Times. Heisthe
author of several books, including The Death and Life of American Journalism and The Genius of
Impeachment.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Shirley Kistner:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also work as alife style. Thisreading
practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy
read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typicaly the The S Word: A Short History
of an American Tradition...Socialism is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Brad Marcum:

Beside this specific The SWord: A Short History of an American Tradition...Socialism in your phone, it
might give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
may got hereis fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have The SWord: A Short History of an American Tradition...Socialism
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you do not
get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have thisin the hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
it? Find this book and read it from today!



Kimberly Lunceford:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we
can know everything we would like. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. Thisbook The S Word: A Short History of an American
Tradition...Socialism was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how
big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike right now,
many ways to get book that you wanted.

David M athews:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
fresh and comic. Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just seeking the The SWord: A Short History of an American Tradition...Socialism when
you required it?
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