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Jean Barraqué is increasingly being recognized as one of the great composers of
the second half of the 20th century. Though he left only seven works, his voice in
each of them is unmistakeable, and powerful. He had no doubt of his
responsibility, as a creator, to take his listeners on challenging adventures that
could not but leave them changed. After the collapse of morality he had
witnessed as a child growing up during the Second World War, and having taken
notice of so much disarray in the culture around him, he set himself to make
music that would, out of chaos, speak.
Three others were crucial to him. One was Pierre Boulez, who, three years older,
provided him with keys to a new musical language -- a language more dramatic,
driving and passionate than Boulez's. Another was Michel Foucault, to whom he
was close personally for a while, and with whom he had a dialogue that was
determinative for both of them. Finally, in the writings of Hermann Broch-and
especially in the novel The Death of Virgil-he found the myth he needed to
realize musically.
He played for high stakes, and he took risks with himself as well as in his art.
Intemperate and difficult, even with his closest friends, he died in 1973 at the age
of forty-five.
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Jean Barraqué is increasingly being recognized as one of the great composers of the second half of the 20th
century. Though he left only seven works, his voice in each of them is unmistakeable, and powerful. He had
no doubt of his responsibility, as a creator, to take his listeners on challenging adventures that could not but
leave them changed. After the collapse of morality he had witnessed as a child growing up during the Second
World War, and having taken notice of so much disarray in the culture around him, he set himself to make
music that would, out of chaos, speak.
Three others were crucial to him. One was Pierre Boulez, who, three years older, provided him with keys to a
new musical language -- a language more dramatic, driving and passionate than Boulez's. Another was
Michel Foucault, to whom he was close personally for a while, and with whom he had a dialogue that was
determinative for both of them. Finally, in the writings of Hermann Broch-and especially in the novel The
Death of Virgil-he found the myth he needed to realize musically.
He played for high stakes, and he took risks with himself as well as in his art. Intemperate and difficult, even
with his closest friends, he died in 1973 at the age of forty-five.
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Editorial Review

Review
Paul Griffiths's telling of Barraqué's life makes for an engrossing read: he does a masterful job in writing up
his hearing of the music. --Robert D. Morris, Professor and Chair of Composition, Eastman School of Music

Paul Griffiths's long-awaited Barraqué biography explodes with fresh details about the composer's
professional and personal relationships. --Roger Woodward, Director and Professor, School of Music and
Dance, San Francisco State University

Griffiths -- who has published novels as well as many books on music -- strikes a distinctly personal note in
search of his subject ... a real labour of love ... this is a book to read like a novel rather than keep on the shelf
for reference. --BBC Music Magazine

About the Author
Paul Griffiths was chief music critic for the London Times (1982-92) and The New Yorker (1992-96) and
since 1996 has written regularly for the New York Times. He has written books on Boulez, Cage, Messiaen,
Ligeti, Davies, Bartók and Stravinsky, as well as several librettos, among them The Jewel Box (Mozart,
1991), Marco Polo (Tan Dun, 1996) and What Next? (Elliott Carter, 1999).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lacey Clements:

This book untitled The Sea on Fire: Jean Barraqué (Eastman Studies in Music) to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit
into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Marva Larson:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Sea on Fire: Jean Barraqué
(Eastman Studies in Music) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Elizabeth Cornelius:

You can find this The Sea on Fire: Jean Barraqué (Eastman Studies in Music) by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by



means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.

Alice Navarro:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The Sea on Fire: Jean Barraqué
(Eastman Studies in Music) or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes The Sea on Fire: Jean Barraqué (Eastman Studies in Music) to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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