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tobeaminiserieson A& E, The History Channel, and Lifetime starring Lily
James (Downtown Abbey), Paul Dano (There Will Be Blood), and James
Norton (Grantchester)

Set against the sweeping panoply of Napoleon's invasion of Russia, War and
Peace—presented here in the first new English trandation in forty years—is
often considered the greatest novel ever written. At its center are Pierre
Bezukhov, searching for meaning in hislife; cynical Prince Andrei, ennobled by
wartime suffering; and Natasha Rostov, whose impul siveness threatens to destroy
her happiness. As Tolstoy follows the changing fortunes of his characters, he
craftsaview of humanity that is both epic and intimate and that continues to
define fiction at its most resplendent.

This edition includes an introduction, note on the tranglation, cast of characters,
maps, notes on the major battles depicted, and chapter summaries.

Praisefor Antony Brigg'stranglation of War and Peace:

"The best trand ation so far of Tolstoy's masterpiece into English.”
-Robert A. Maguire, professor emeritus of Russian studies, Columbia University

"In Tolstoy'swork part of the translator's difficulty liesin conveying not only the
simplicity but the subtlety of the book's scale and effect. . . . Briggs has rendered
both with a particular exactness and a vigorous precision not to be found, | think,
in any previous trandation."

-John Bayley, author of Elegy for Iris

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readerstrust the seriesto provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
trangdlators.
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Editorial Review

Review
“There remains the greatest of al novelists—for what else can we call the author of War and Peace?’
—Virginia Woolf

About the Author

Count Leo Tolstoy was born on September 9, 1828, in Y asnaya Polyana, Russia. Orphaned at nine, he was
brought up by an elderly aunt and educated by French tutors until he matriculated at Kazan University in
1844. In 1847, he gave up his studies and, after several aimless years, volunteered for military duty in the
army, serving as ajunior officer in the Crimean War before retiring in 1857. In 1862, Tolstoy married Sophie
Behrs, a marriage that was to become, for him, bitterly unhappy. His diary, started in 1847, was used for self-
study and self-criticism; it served as the source from which he drew much of the material that appeared not
only in his great novels War and Peace (1869) and Anna Karenina(1877), but also in his shorter works.
Seeking religious justification for hislife, Tolstoy evolved a new Christianity based upon his own
interpretation of the Gospels. Y asnaya Polyana became a mecca for his many converts. At the age of eighty-
two, while away from home, the writer suffered a break down in his health in Astapovo, Riazan, and he died
there on November 20, 1910.

Anthony Briggs has written, translated, or edited twenty books in the fields of Russian and English
literature.

Orlando Figesisthe prizewinning author of A People’'s Tragedy and Natasha's Dance. Heisaregular
contributor to The New York Times, The Washington Post, and The New York Review of Books.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
An extract from War and Peace by L eo Tolstoy

During the interval there was a cool draught in Héléne's box as the door opened and in walked Anatole,
stopping and trying not to brush against anyone.

‘Allow me to introduce my brother,” said Héléne, her eyes shifting uneasily from Natashato Anatole.
Natasha turned her pretty little head towards the handsome adjutant and smiled at him over her bare
shoulder. Anatole, who was just as handsome close to as he had been from a distance, sat down beside her
and said this was a delight he had long been waiting for, ever since the Naryshkins' ball, where he had had
the unforgettabl e pleasure of seeing her. Kuragin was much more astute and straightforward with women
than he ever wasin male company. He talked with an easy directness, and Natasha was agreeably surprised
to discover that this man, the butt of so much gossip, had nothing formidable about him — quite the reverse,
his face wore the most innocent, cheery and open-hearted of smiles.

Kuragin asked what she thought of the opera, and told her that at the last performance Semyonova had fallen
down on stage.

‘Oh, by the way, Countess,” he said, suddenly treating her like a close friend of long standing, ‘we' re getting
up afancy-dressball. Y ou must come—it'sgoing to be great fun. They're all getting together at the
Arkharovs'. Please come. You will, won't you? As he spoke he never took his smiling eyes off Natasha,
her face, her neck, her exposed arms. Natasha knew for certain he was besotted with her. Sheliked this, yet
she could feel the temperature rising and she was beginning to feel somehow cornered and constrained in his
presence. When she wasn't looking at him she could sense him gazing at her shoulders, and she found



herself trying to catch his eye to make him look at her face. But when she looked into his eyes she was
shocked to realize that the usual barrier of modesty that existed between her and other men was no longer
there between the two of them. It had taken five minutes for her to feel terribly close to this man, and she
scarcely knew what was happening to her. Whenever she turned away she bristled at the thought that he
might seize her from behind by her bare arm and start kissing her on the neck. They were going on about
nothing in particular, yet she felt closer to him than she had ever been to any other man. Natasha kept
glancing round at Héléne and her father for help —what did it all mean? — but Héléne was deep in
conversation with ageneral and didn’t respond to her glance, and her father’ s eyes conveyed nothing but
their usual message, ‘ Enjoying yourself? Jolly good. 1'm so pleased.’

There was an awkward silence, during which Anatole, the personification of cool determination, never took
his voracious eyes off her, and Natasha broke it by asking whether he liked living in Moscow. She coloured
up the moment the question was out of her mouth. She couldn’t help feeling there was something improper
about even talking to him. Anatole smiled an encouraging smile.

‘Oh, | didn’t likeit much at first. Well, what isit that makes atown niceto livein? It'sthe pretty women,
isn’tit? Well, now | do like it, very much indeed,” he said, with a meaningful stare. ‘Y ou will cometo the
fancy-dress ball, Countess? Please come,” he said. Putting his hand out to touch her bouquet he lowered his
voice and added in French, ‘You'll be the prettiest woman there. Do come, dear Countess, and give me this
flower as your pledge.’

Natasha didn’'t understand aword of this—any more than he did — but she felt that behind his
incomprehensible words there was some dishonourable intention. Not knowing how to respond, she turned
away asif she hadn’t heard him. But the moment she turned away she could feel him right behind her, very
close.

‘Now what? |s he embarrassed? Isheangry? Should | put thingsright? shewondered. She couldn’'t help
turning round. She looked him straight in the eyes. One glance at him, standing so close, with al that self-
assurance and the warmth of his sweet smile, and she waslost. She stared into his eyes, and her smile was

the mirror-image of his. And again she sensed with horror there was no barrier between the two of them.

The curtain rose again. Anatole strolled out of the box, a picture of composure and contentment. Natasha
went back to her father’s box, completely taken by the new world she found herself in. All that was
happening before her eyes now seemed absolutely normal. By contrast, al previous thoughts of her fiancé,
Princess Marya, her lifein the country, never even crossed her mind. It was asif it al belonged to the distant
past.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Holly Hughes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled War and Peace (Penguin Classics). Try to make book War and Peace
(Penguin Classics) as your close friend. It meansthat it can to become your friend when you sense alone and
beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you alot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and knowledge with this book.



Ronnie Chaney:

This War and Peace (Penguin Classics) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin
your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get datawhich is getting deeper an individual read alot of information you will get. This
specific War and Peace (Penguin Classics) without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry War and Peace (Penguin Classics) can bring whenever you
are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves become full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This War and Peace (Penguin Classics) having excellent arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Ivan Dinkdl:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guysthisaren't like that. This War and Peace (Penguin Classics) book is readable by ssmply you who hate
the straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding War and
Peace (Penguin Classics) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed
and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So, do you continue to
thinking War and Peace (Penguin Classics) is hot loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Mary Fix:

This War and Peace (Penguin Classics) is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having War and Peace (Penguin Classics) in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So, thisreally is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Download and Read Online War and Peace (Penguin Classics) By
Leo Tolstoy #JQHBY 1IUNSE



Read War and Peace (Penguin Classics) By Leo Tolstoy for online
ebook

War and Peace (Penguin Classics) By Leo Tolstoy Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good
books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online,
books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top booksto read War and

Peace (Penguin Classics) By Leo Tolstoy booksto read online.
Online War and Peace (Penguin Classics) By Leo Tolstoy ebook PDF download
War and Peace (Penguin Classics) By Leo Tolstoy Doc

War and Peace (Penguin Classics) By Leo Tolstoy M obipocket

War and Peace (Penguin Classics) By Leo Tolstoy EPub



