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An intellectual memoir by the author of the acclaimed Imagined
Communities

Born in China, Benedict Anderson spent his childhood in California and Ireland,
was educated in England and finally found a home at Cornell University, where
he immersed himself in the growing field of Southeast Asian studies. He was
expelled from Suharto’s Indonesia after revealing the military to be behind the
attempted coup of 1965, an event which prompted reprisals that killed up to a
million communists and their supporters. Banned from the country for thirty-five
years, he continued his research in Thailand and the Philippines, producing a
very fine study of the Filipino novelist and patriot José Rizal in The Age of
Globalization.

In A Life Beyond Boundaries, Anderson recounts a life spent open to the world.
Here he reveals the joys of learning languages, the importance of fieldwork, the
pleasures of translation, the influence of the New Left on global thinking, the
satisfactions of teaching, and a love of world literature. He discusses the ideas
and inspirations behind his best-known work, Imagined Communities (1983),
whose complexities changed the study of nationalism.

Benedict Anderson died in Java in December 2015, soon after he had finished
correcting the proofs of this book. The tributes that poured in from Asia alone
suggest that his work will continue to inspire and stimulate minds young and old.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Anderson, who died late last year, had an intuitive sympathy for nationalism’s anti-imperial origins. This
was underpinned by his view of history, which was shaped by a rare and unfamiliar perspective. At the time
of Imagined Communities’ publication, he was a political scientist at the centre of the small community of
westerners working on Southeast Asia. Not only his training but also his family background had equipped
him, in ways his posthumously published memoir A Life Beyond Boundaries makes clear, to understand
nationalism’s extraordinary insurgent appeal.”
—Financial Times

“Engaging and winningly modest memoir … [full of] canny and pertinent observations on modern academia:
the prevalence of jargon and the lack of language skills. Poignantly, he tells us how lucky he feels about his
achievements. We should feel the same.”
—Prospect

“A neat and tidy book about [Anderson’s] unusual trajectory and sensibility, infused with inside jokes,
idiosyncratic asides, and sly humor. It is also a tart overview of academic life. But mostly the memoir is a
primer for cosmopolitanism and an argument for traversing geographical, historical, linguistic, and
disciplinary borders.”
—The Nation

“Throughout his memoir, Anderson’s writing is gentlemanly, kind, laced with jokes and vignettes of his
favourite interviews, like those he conducted with two Indonesian brothers who exemplified the almost
incestuous politics in Jakarta—ne was the head of army intelligence, the other a member of the politburo of
the Communist party of Indonesia.”
—Guardian

“Benedict Anderson transformed the study of nationalism … and was renowned not only for his theoretical
contributions but also for his detailed examinations of language and power in Indonesia, Thailand and the
Philippines.”
—New York Times

About the Author
Benedict Anderson (1936–2015) was Aaron L. Binenkorp Professor of International Studies Emeritus at
Cornell University. He was Editor of the journal Indonesia and author of Java in a Time of Revolution; The
Spectre of Comparisons: Nationalism, Southeast Asia, and the World; The Age of Globalization: Anarchists
and the Anticolonial Imagination; and Imagined Communities.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Clayton:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire do that.
You must know how great as well as important the book A Life Beyond Boundaries: A Memoir. All type of



book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Amy Sims:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This A Life Beyond Boundaries: A Memoir book is readable simply by you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with A
Life Beyond Boundaries: A Memoir content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you
continue to thinking A Life Beyond Boundaries: A Memoir is not loveable to be your top record reading
book?

Vicky Penn:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is identified as of book A Life Beyond Boundaries: A Memoir. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Adam McGrath:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is A Life Beyond Boundaries: A
Memoir.
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