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Baghdad falls . . . and armed men are seen looting the city zoo. Amid a hail of
bullets, a concealed underground lab is ransacked--and something horrific is set
loose upon the world.

Seven years later, Louisiana state veterinarian Lorna Polk investigates an
abandoned shipwrecked fishing trawler carrying exotic caged animals, part of a
black market smuggling ring. But there is something disturbingly wrong with
these beasts--each an unsettling mutation of the natural order, all sharing one
uncanny trait: incredibly heightened intelligence.

Joining forces with U.S. Border Patrol Agent Jack Menard--a man who shares
with her a dark and bloody past--Lorna sets out to uncover the truth about this
strange cargo and the terrorist threat it poses. Because a beast escaped the
shipwreck and is running amok--and what is about to be born upon the altar of
Eden could threaten not only the future of the world but the very foundation of
what it means to be human.
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Baghdad falls . . . and armed men are seen looting the city zoo. Amid a hail of bullets, a concealed
underground lab is ransacked--and something horrific is set loose upon the world.

Seven years later, Louisiana state veterinarian Lorna Polk investigates an abandoned shipwrecked fishing
trawler carrying exotic caged animals, part of a black market smuggling ring. But there is something
disturbingly wrong with these beasts--each an unsettling mutation of the natural order, all sharing one
uncanny trait: incredibly heightened intelligence.

Joining forces with U.S. Border Patrol Agent Jack Menard--a man who shares with her a dark and bloody
past--Lorna sets out to uncover the truth about this strange cargo and the terrorist threat it poses. Because a
beast escaped the shipwreck and is running amok--and what is about to be born upon the altar of Eden could
threaten not only the future of the world but the very foundation of what it means to be human.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Guest Review: Steve Berry on Altar of Eden by James Rollins

I first started to hate James Rollins in 1999. That was when I picked up a paperback original called
Subterranean, Rollins' first book. While I was struggling even to write a manuscript, this veterinarian out in
California had actually done it and sold the thing. I hated him. Over the next few years, I would wander into
a bookstore and discover that the 'vet from Sacramento' had written more stories. I read them all, titles like
Ice Hunt, Amazonia, and Excavation and hated him even more. There I was, struggling to get published, and
this guy had found the big time.

I finally made it to print in 2003 and, sure enough, who's my chief competition? You got it. James Rollins.
The guy creates Sigma Force and writes one New York Times bestseller after another. Titles like Map of
Bones, Black Order, The Last Oracle, and The Judas Strain. Amazingly, while this string of Rollins' books
flooded bookstores, I managed to eke out some modest success. But every time things started going right,
here came that 'vet from California' again with another book.

Occasionally, I'm asked to provide a quote or two for someone else's book. I can't tell you how many times
my words of praise languish on the back cover while Rollins' is front and center. Rollins. Rollins. Rollins.
That's all I hear. Even on Amazon, in the section titled "Customers Who Bought This Item Also Bought,"
ON MY BOOK PAGES, there's always a Rollins cover or two staring back at me from the screen.

And, if things weren't bad enough, the 'vet from California' wrote another series. Some character called Jake
Ransom and The Skull King's Shadow. It's not enough Rollins is everywhere in adult fiction (taking up
valuable spots on the bestseller lists), now he has to claim a piece of the young adult pie, too. I read that he's
going to write more of those things. Apparently, the first one did okay. Like that was a big surprise.

Which brings us to Altar of Eden, Rollins' latest concoction. Here he goes again, not satisfied with a thriller
out in the summer, he has to publish another in the winter. Which, by the way, directly competes with me (of
course, Rollins doesn't care). This new book has it all. A savvy veterinarian (like that was a stretch), genetic
engineering on long extinct animals (which was fascinating, I have to admit), fractal science (whatever that
is), biological warfare (in ways you've never seen before), and mach-speed mayhem. The thing is drum-tight
in its execution. Does this guy have herbs that stimulate his imagination in some amazing way? I read Altar
of Eden in two sittings (yeah, it's that good) and, when finished, I promptly hurled the book across the room.
It landed on the shelf where all of Rollins' other tomes stand, each sheathed in plastic, first editions, and, of
course, signed (for which he charged me $5.00 a piece, cash. He wouldn't take my check).

'Oh, the humanity.'

I barely bang out a-book-a-year and Rollins writes three.

All of them great.

Like I said, I hate this guy.

Which is too bad, because he's not only a terrific writer but also a close friend.



From Publishers Weekly
Bestseller Rollins (Subterranean) explores the genetic engineering theme popularized by Jurassic Park, if
less imaginatively than, say, Warren Fahy did in his 2009 debut, Fragment, in this solid stand-alone thriller.
During the looting of the Baghdad zoo in the early days of Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2003, 12-year-old
Makeen and his younger brother observe two men, one dressed in a khaki military uniform and the other in a
dark suit, remove a large metal briefcase containing embryos from a secret facility at the zoo. About five
years later, a U.S. Border Patrol helicopter lands at the New Orleans Audubon Center for Research of
Endangered Species to take Dr. Lorna Polk, a postgraduate resident, out over the Mississippi Delta to an
abandoned trawler. In the boat Polk sees cages filled with bizarre creatures like Siamese twin capuchin
monkeys and oversized vampire bats. The science mostly takes a backseat to generic suspense scenes of
animal attacks, gunfights, and abduction. (Jan.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
In this stand-alone thriller from the author of the Sigma Force novels, Dr. Lorna Polk, a researcher at a high-
tech facility dedicated to preserving endangered species, teams up with a border patrol officer, Jack Menard,
to track down the people responsible for a boatload of genetically modified animals found beached on a
small island near the coast. The book is written with Rollins’ usual emphasis on history, cutting-edge
science, and fast-paced adventure, and the villains are carefully drawn and supplied with sufficient
intelligence and motivation to make them feel like real people—and not cardboard-cutout bad guys. The two
leads make a good team—there’s a personal undercurrent to their relationship—and, as in all of Rollins’
books, there is a series of questions, puzzles, and mysteries to be sorted out before the book’s rousing
conclusion. Readers who detect something different in this novel, a sense that the author is perhaps more
personally invested in his story than usual, aren’t imagining things: Rollins is a practicing veterinarian, and
his affection for animals comes through pretty clearly. A very good thriller and further proof (after his earlier
stand-alones, not to mention his recent adaptation of the latest Indiana Jones movie) that Rollins is as sure-
footed on new ground as he is in the familiar Sigma Force world. --David Pitt

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Morris Whitfield:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book
allowed Altar of Eden? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Bobbie Burke:

The experience that you get from Altar of Eden could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide
into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise
but Altar of Eden giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that
Altar of Eden instantly.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Lori Whitten:

This Altar of Eden usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of
this Altar of Eden can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book
is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Altar of Eden forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Janice Smith:

Beside that Altar of Eden in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts.
The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if
you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Altar of Eden because this
book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what
it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from today!
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