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Is America unique? One of our major political analysts exploresthe deeply
held but often inarticulated beliefsthat shape the American creed.

"American values are quite complex," writes Seymour Martin Lipset,
"particularly because of paradoxes within our culture that permit pernicious and
beneficial social phenomena to arise simultaneously from the same basic beliefs.”

Born out of revolution, the United States has always considered itself an
exceptional country of citizens unified by an allegiance to acommon set of
ideals, individualism, anti-statism, populism, and egalitarianism. Thisideology,
Professor Lipset observes, defines the limits of political debate in the United
States and shapes our society.

American Exceptionalism explains why socialism has never taken hold in the
United States, why Americans are resistant to absolute quotas as away to
integrate blacks and other minorities, and why American religion and foreign
policy have amoralistic, crusading streak.
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Is America unique? One of our major political analysts exploresthe deeply held but often
inarticulated beliefsthat shape the American creed.

"American values are quite complex," writes Seymour Martin Lipset, "particularly because of paradoxes
within our culture that permit pernicious and beneficial social phenomena to arise simultaneousy from the
same basic beliefs.”

Born out of revolution, the United States has always considered itself an exceptional country of citizens
unified by an allegiance to acommon set of ideals, individualism, anti-statism, populism, and egalitarianism.
Thisideology, Professor Lipset observes, defines the limits of political debate in the United States and
shapes our society.

American Exceptionalism explains why socialism has never taken hold in the United States, why Americans
are resistant to absolute quotas as away to integrate blacks and other minorities, and why American religion
and foreign policy have a moralistic, crusading streak.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In this dense and extravagantly footnoted study, political scientist and Hoover Institute fellow Lipset (The
First New Nation) marshals a daunting amount of material to defend an old but often maligned idea?that the
United States, as a nation "born modern," without feudal baggage, remains (mostly for the better) culturaly,
politically and economically distinct from the European societies that spawned it. Lipset marches
impassively over widely scattered territories here?the roots of American moralism and utopianism, the
difficult history of American trade unionism, the unique experiences of blacks and Jews, the origins of so-
caled political correctnessin the universities?and much of what he discoversisinteresting. But the airless
sociological prose and emphasis on opinion pollsand "values' surveys may leave nonspecialist readers
feeling somewhat oxygen-deprived. Lipset's book is most readable when he examines?asin his last
chapter?possible gaps between American perception and reality.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Defining exceptionalism as "qualitatively different," not "great," Lipset here analyzes attitudes characteristic
of American society. He has been doing so for 40 years and here collects and connects his recent articles
about what distinguishes America from comparable industrial societiesin Canada, Europe, and Japan. Lipset
argues that the social pathologies many deplore (crime, litigiousness, a nonsocialist medical system) are a
consequence of values they presumably approve, such asindividualism, populism, and laissez-faire. That's
the double-edged sword, which Lipset swings through copious quantities of polling and survey data. Among
other things, these show Americans are the most religious people in the West by far; that intellectuals as a
class are not, and are more alienated from the market system than the bulk of people who believe it works;
and that blacks and whites see racism in black and white. So whereas the William Bennetts inveigh against a
crisisin morals, Lipset claims our social ills have a pedigree extending back past the 1960s, back to anti-
statist instincts from the Revol utionary/Jeffersonian period--a thesis sociologically inclined readers will be
interested in evaluating. Gilbert Taylor

Review
“An illuminating new book.” (David Gergen - U.S. News & World Report)

“[A] magisterial attempt to distill alifetime of learning about Americainto a persuasive brief . . . [by] the
dean of American political sociologists.” (Carlin Romano - Boston Globe)

“Invariably perceptive and revealing.” (The Economist)

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Benjamin Aldridge:

This American Exceptionalism: A Double-Edged Sword book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. This
specific American Exceptionalism: A Double-Edged Sword without we recognize teach the one who
examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry American Exceptionalism:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

A Double-Edged Sword can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This American Exceptionalism: A
Double-Edged Sword having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Randy Garrison:

Here thing why this particular American Exceptionalism: A Double-Edged Sword are different and trusted to
be yours. First of al examining abook is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content
is as scrumptious as food or not. American Exceptionalism: A Double-Edged Sword giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with
American Exceptionalism: A Double-Edged Sword. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you
are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of American Exceptionalism: A Double-
Edged Sword in e-book can be your substitute.

Paul Tirrdl:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read
one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the American Exceptionalism: A
Double-Edged Sword is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Stacy Brooks:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work thisis difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be American Exceptionalism: A Double-Edged Sword why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.
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