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Newbery Awar d-winning author Matt dela Pena's Ball Don't Lie about
basketball " isa must-read." [The Bulletin]

Sticky is a beat-around-the-head foster kid with nowhere to call home but the
street, and an outer shell so tough that no one will take him in. He started out life
so far behind the pack that the finish line seems nearly unreachable. He's awhite
boy living and playing in aworld where he doesn’t seem to belong.

But Sticky can ball. And basketball might just be histicket out . . . if he can
only realize that he doesn’'t have to be the person everyone el se expects him to
be.

Matt de la Pefias breakout urban masterpiece, Ball Don't Lie takes place
where the street and the court meet and where a boy can be anything if he puts
hismind to it.

[STAR] "[An] inspiring story. Sticky isatrue original, and de |a Pefia has
skillfully brought him to life."-School Library Journal, Starred

"Riveting...Teenswill be strongly affected by the unforgettable, distinctly male
voice; the thrilling, unusually detailed basketball action; and the questions about
race, love, self-worth, and what it meansto build alife without advantages.”-
Booklist

"Stunningly realistic, this book will hook older readers, especially urban teen
males."-VOYA

"The characters live and breath... Thisis a must-read."-The Bulletin

"De la Pefia does an excellent job of combining the streets with the sport. Gritty
and mesmerizing."-Kirkus Reviews

"I have never before seen blacktop ball depicted so well. In this novel, you will
find itsflash, its power, and its elegance without chains. Thisis power ful stuff."-
Antawn Jamison, forward for the Los Angeles Clippers

"From the very first sentence, thisbook grabbed meand didn't let go. The
deeper | got into it, the more | felt like Sticky's story was my story. His heart, his
handle, the guysin the gym, his potential pitfalls, his dreams. All of it. Inaweird
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sense, thisis my life."-Grayson Boucher (" The Professor”) of tha AND 1 Mix
Tape Tour

"Truly authentic in its examination of both the game | love and the invariable
missteps toward manhood. Y ou cannot fail to be moved by the eloquence and
truth of thisstory."-Rick Fox, former forward for the Los Angeles Lakers

An ALA Best Book for Young Adults

An ALA Quick Pick for Reluctant Readers
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

Starred Review. Grade 9 Up—That white boy can ball....He don't play like no regular white boy. Sticky, 17,
has spent his life being abused by pimps living with his prostitute mother, bouncing from one foster hometo
another, and living on the street between failed placements. But he's devel oped incredible hoop skills that
have given him considerable socia standing among his mostly black peers. And he gets a girlfriend named
Anh-thu, who loves him and wants to help him reach his dreams. Sticky sees basketball as his way out of his
dead-end life and is determined to make the right moves in the game to attain his goal. But he doesn't quite
know how to make the right movesin hislife, until a bad decision leads him to confront dark secrets.
Jumping back and forth in time, thisfirst novel has a unique narrative voice that mixes street lingo,
basketball jargon, and trash talk to tell Sticky's sorry saga from avariety of viewpoints. Although readers
who are not familiar with basketball may have trouble following some of the detailed game action, even they
will be involved in the teen's at once depressing and inspiring story. Sticky isatrue original, and de la Pefia
has skillfully brought him to life.—Jack Forman, Mesa College Library, San Diego

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Gr. 9-12. "'l think God put me here to play ball," says 17-year-old Sticky. Shuffled between foster homes
since childhood, the skinny, white teen devotes himself to playing basketball at Lincoln Rec, a gritty Los
Angeles gym, where he has found afamily among the serious players, mostly black men. In colloquial
language filled with the words and rhythms of hip hop and the street, Pena's debut tells ariveting story about
Sticky's struggle to secure a college basketball scholarship and deepen his relationship with his girlfriend.
The digjointed narrative, which loops between past and present, may slow afew readers. Others, though, will
see the nonlinear story as areflection of Sticky's own internal journey as he faces violent childhood
tragedies, his numbed emotions, and his sometimes-compulsive behavior (he repeats actions such as shoe-
tying until they feel right). Teenswill be strongly affected by the unforgettable, distinctly male voice; the
thrilling, unusually detailed basketball action; and the questions about race, love, self-worth, and what it
means to build alife without advantages. Gillian Engberg

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

[STAR] "[An] inspiring story. Sticky isatrue original, and de la Pefia has skillfully brought him to life."-
School Library Journal, Starred

"Riveting...Teenswill be strongly affected by the unforgettable, distinctly male voice; the thrilling,
unusually detailed basketball action; and the questions about race, love, self-worth, and what it meansto
build alife without advantages.”-Booklist

"Stunningly realistic, this book will hook older readers, especially urban teen males."-VOYA

"The characters live and breath... Thisis a must-read."-The Bulletin

"De la Pefia does an excellent job of combining the streets with the sport. Gritty and mesmerizing."-Kirkus
Reviews

"I have never before seen blacktop ball depicted so well. In this novel, you will find its flash, its power, and
its elegance without chains. Thisis powerful stuff."-Antawn Jamison, forward for the Los Angeles Clippers


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

"From thevery first sentence, thisbook grabbed me and didn't let go. The deeper | got into it, the more |
felt like Sticky's story was my story. His heart, his handle, the guys in the gym, his potential pitfalls, his
dreams. All of it. In aweird sense, thisis my life."-Grayson Boucher (" The Professor") of tha AND 1 Mix
Tape Tour

"Truly authentic in its examination of both the game | love and the invariable missteps toward manhood.
You cannot fail to be moved by the eloquence and truth of thisstory."-Rick Fox, former forward for the
Los Angeles Lakers

An ALA Best Book for Young Adults
An ALA Quick Pick for Reluctant Readers

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Norberto Brody:

Now aday folks who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individualsto be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Ball Don't Lie book because book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees thereis no
doubt in it everbody knows.

GeorgeFalls:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which isinside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Ball Don't Lie as the daily resource information.

Samuel Rascon:

Thereserve with title Ball Don't Lie has alot of information that you can learn it. You can get alot of profit

after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented

the condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart

phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Janet Stede:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to share.



You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. Y ou can
observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for your
requirementsis Ball Don't Liethis reserve consist alot of the information from the condition of thisworld
now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That iswhy
this book ideal al of you.
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