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A haunting portrait of lives arriving at different destinies, Brothers and Keepers
is John Edgar Wideman’s seminal memoir about two brothers — one an award-
winning novelist, the other a fugitive wanted for robbery and murder. Wideman
recalls the capture of his younger brother Robby, details the subsequent trials that
resulted in a sentence of life in prison, and provides vivid views of the American
prison system.
A gripping, unsettling account, Brothers and Keepers weighs the bonds of blood,
tenderness, and guilt that connect Wideman to his brother and measures the
distance that lies between them.
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A haunting portrait of lives arriving at different destinies, Brothers and Keepers is John Edgar Wideman’s
seminal memoir about two brothers — one an award-winning novelist, the other a fugitive wanted for
robbery and murder. Wideman recalls the capture of his younger brother Robby, details the subsequent trials
that resulted in a sentence of life in prison, and provides vivid views of the American prison system.
A gripping, unsettling account, Brothers and Keepers weighs the bonds of blood, tenderness, and guilt that
connect Wideman to his brother and measures the distance that lies between them.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
With novels like Damballah and Hiding Place, John Edgar Wideman began his career in an explicitly
modernist vein--indeed, his chronicles of life in the Pittsburgh ghetto of Homewood had more than a trace of
a Joycean accent. The autobiographical Brothers and Keepers, however, allowed the writer to find his own
voice. Perhaps this dual portrait of the author and his brother Robby--serving, then and now, a life sentence
for a murder committed during a bungled robbery--finally forced Wideman to fuse the modernist trappings
of his earlier work with the storytelling traditions of African American culture. "My memories needed his,"
the author recalls. "Maybe the fact that we recall different things is crucial. Maybe they are foreground and
background, propping each other up." In any case, the Rashomon-like result is a raw meditation on fate and
family, as well as an indictment of our entire notion of crime and (especially) punishment.

From Publishers Weekly
Wideman, novelist and professor at the University of Wyoming, seeks to understand how he and his brother,
who is serving a life sentence for murder, could have such disparate lives after a childhood together in a
Pittsburgh ghetto. Ruthless about himself, particularly about his move into the upper middle-class as a "black
intellectual," Wideman characterizes his brother as an intelligent, loving, proud dreamer. He raises
"existential questions" about culture, racism and the "grief and guilt of a brother," PW wrote. November
Copyright 1985 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Like the Russian master [Dostoevsky], Wideman probes the torment of the soul....[He] is fashioning some
of the most powerful literature today."--U.S. News and World Report

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louise Graham:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Brothers
and Keepers: A Memoir? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have some other opinion?

David Wolverton:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a guide. The book Brothers and Keepers: A Memoir it is extremely good to read. There are a
lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not
have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this



book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Guadalupe Eggleston:

Beside this kind of Brothers and Keepers: A Memoir in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Brothers and Keepers: A Memoir because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Amy Smith:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top record in your reading list will be Brothers and Keepers: A Memoir. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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