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This is a completely revised and updated edition of a highly successful textbook.

It provides a practical and highly accessible introduction to the early stages of the
English language: Old English, Middle English, and Early Modern English.
Designed specifically as a handbook for students beginning the study of early
English language, whether for linguistic or literary purposes, it presumes little or
no prior knowledge of the history of English.

Features of this second edition include:

newly added Middle English and Early Modern English sample texts and
accompanying notes
a new section on historical methods
web links and an updated annotated bibliography.
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Editorial Review

Review

'A godsend to anyone who wants to read and understand texts in more than just one older period of
English. This is a highly readable, improved and enlarged second edition.' - Olga Fischer, University of
Amsterdam

'It's engaging approach, its unpretentious scholarship, and its lucid exposition of a broad and complex
subject, recommend it as a fine textbook for anyone seeking to understand, both the history of the
language, and how the linguistic and the literary interconnect in Early English writing.' - Catherine
Batt, University of Leeds, UK

 

About the Author
Jeremy Smith is Reader in English Language at the University of Glasgow and has been actively teaching
Early English for 20 years. He is the author of An Historical Study of English (1996)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Young:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Essentials of Early
English: Old, Middle and Early Modern English. All type of book would you see on many resources. You
can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Erica Rawlins:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Essentials of Early
English: Old, Middle and Early Modern English suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer
in this era. The book untitled Essentials of Early English: Old, Middle and Early Modern Englishis the main
one of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this publication.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world within this book.



Jenna Springer:

The publication with title Essentials of Early English: Old, Middle and Early Modern English has a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere
you want.

Barry Whitfield:

The reason? Because this Essentials of Early English: Old, Middle and Early Modern English is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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