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During the Second World War over half-a-million African troops served with the
British Army as combatants and non-combatants in campaigns in the Horn of
Africa, the Middle East, Italy and Burma - the largest single movement of
African men overseas since the slave trade. This account, based mainly on oral
evidence and soldiers' letters, tells the story of the African experience of the war.
It is a 'history from below' that describes how men were recruited for a war about
which most knew very little. Army life exposed them to a range of new and
startling experiences: new foods and forms of discipline, uniforms, machines and
rifles, notions of industrial time, travel overseas, new languages and cultures,
numeracy and literacy. What impact did service in the army have on African men
and their families? What new skills did soldiers acquire and to what purposes
were they put on their return? What was the social impact of overseas travel, and
how did the broad umbrella of army welfare services change soldiers'
expectations of civilian life? And what role if any did ex-servicemen play in
post-war nationalist politics? In this book African soldiers describe in their own
words what it was like to undergo army training, to travel on a vast ocean, to
experience battle, and their hopes and disappointments on demobilisation.
DAVID KILLINGRAY is Professor Emeritus of History, Goldsmiths, and Senior
Research Fellow at the Institute of Commonwealth Studies, University of
London.
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combatants and non-combatants in campaigns in the Horn of Africa, the Middle East, Italy and Burma - the
largest single movement of African men overseas since the slave trade. This account, based mainly on oral
evidence and soldiers' letters, tells the story of the African experience of the war. It is a 'history from below'
that describes how men were recruited for a war about which most knew very little. Army life exposed them
to a range of new and startling experiences: new foods and forms of discipline, uniforms, machines and
rifles, notions of industrial time, travel overseas, new languages and cultures, numeracy and literacy. What
impact did service in the army have on African men and their families? What new skills did soldiers acquire
and to what purposes were they put on their return? What was the social impact of overseas travel, and how
did the broad umbrella of army welfare services change soldiers' expectations of civilian life? And what role
if any did ex-servicemen play in post-war nationalist politics? In this book African soldiers describe in their
own words what it was like to undergo army training, to travel on a vast ocean, to experience battle, and their
hopes and disappointments on demobilisation. DAVID KILLINGRAY is Professor Emeritus of History,
Goldsmiths, and Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of Commonwealth Studies, University of London.
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Editorial Review

Review
(An) impressive study. CONTEMPORARY REVIEW An important scholarly contribution, but which, with
its sweeping introduction and engaging style, can be read by all for pleasure and profit. BBC HISTORY
REVIEWS OF THE CLOTH EDITION Sober and judicious but also thrilling and dramatic. AFRICA Will
become the one-stop reference for research on Anglophone Africa and its soldiers during World War II. (...)
Killingray succeeds in putting human faces on some of the nearly one million African soldiers who laboured
and fought. INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF AFRICAN HISTORICAL STUDIES Will be the standard
work on the subject for years, probably decades to come, an entirely fitting pedestal given David Killingray's
leadership in this field. INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS Of particular interest is (the author's) challenge to the
conventional wisdom that returning soldiers were the vanguard of independence movements. Recommended.
CHOICE The most comprehensive work attempted on the subject thus far. (...) This book addresses issues
which will not only appeal to African specialists, and military and imperial historians, but should interest
many social, political, cultural, transnational and economic historians too. REVIEWS IN HISTORY (A)n
impressive synthesis of primary and secondary sources on Africans' contributions to the British Second
World War effort. (...) It is replete with first-hand examples and voices from African men and draws upon a
formidable range of materials and sources. PAMBAZUKA NEWS A well written book that makes a
valuable contribution and should be read by anyone interested in the Second World War, Africa and/or race
and military service. JOURNAL OF MILITARY HISTORY A ground-breaking book which reveals as much
about the imperial British as it does about their African subjects. NORTH SOUTH David Killingray's
fascinating new book sets out in compelling prose and finely researched detail the extraordinary story of
Africa's stalwart and generous support of the Empire's most perilous of wars. TLS A must for those
undertaking historical research. SOLDIER MAGAZINE

About the Author
DAVID KILLINGRAY is Professor Emeritus of History, Goldsmiths, and Senior Research Fellow at the
Institute of Commonwealth Studies, University of London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Annetta Doucette:

The actual book Fighting for Britain: African Soldiers in the Second World War has a lot info on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The
author makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after perusing this book.

Laree Drummond:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Fighting for Britain: African Soldiers in the Second World War your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you



never get ahead of. The Fighting for Britain: African Soldiers in the Second World War giving you a
different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Nancy Barry:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Fighting for Britain: African Soldiers in the
Second World War publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Fighting for Britain:
African Soldiers in the Second World War as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This
is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Deanna Thompson:

This Fighting for Britain: African Soldiers in the Second World War is great guide for you because the
content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Fighting for
Britain: African Soldiers in the Second World War in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it
is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
minute right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that will?
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