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The most significant philosopher of Being, Martin Heidegger has nevertheless
largely been ignored within communications studies. This book sets the record
straight by demonstrating the profound implications of his unique philosophical
project for our understanding of today’s mediascape. The full range of
Heidegger’s writing from Being and Time to his later essays is drawn upon. 

Topics covered include:
- an analysis of Heidegger's theory of language and its relevance to
communications studies
- a critical interpretation of mass media and digital culture that draws upon
Heidegger's key concept of Dasein
- a discussion of mediated being and its objectifying tendencies
- an assessment of Heidegger's legacy for future developments in media theory

Clear explanations and accessible commentary are used to guide the reader
through the work of a thinker whose notorious reputation belies the highly topical
nature of his key insights. 
In a world full of digital networks and new social media, but little critical
insight, Heidegger and the Mediashows how a true understanding of the media
requires familiarity with Heidegger’s unique brand of thinking.
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Editorial Review

Review
"At last, a long overdue account of Heidegger's profound relevance for understanding contemporary media.
Gunkel and Taylor shed powerful light onto the philosophical corners of media and cultural studies that more
timid scholars have stubbornly failed to reach. Neither Heidegger studies nor media studies will remain the
same after the impact of this immensely engaging theoretical tour de force!"
Slavoj ?i?ek

"Gunkel and Taylor reveal an unacknowledged dimension of Heidegger’s media theory which contradicts
the predominant understanding of his work. They argue that there is something to be found in Heidegger’s
thought which prevents one from succumbing to a widespread illusion – the illusion of the neutrality of
technique, what McLuhan later called 'the current somnambulism'. Thus, a profoundly productive, critical
dimension in Heidegger’s theory becomes accessible which stands in harsh opposition to the 'somnambulism'
that this philosopher himself performed in his utterly problematic personal, ideological existence. Gunkel
and Taylor perspicuously show how Heidegger could have done better, had he more carefully listened to his
own findings. And we? We definitely can: under the condition that we do."
Robert Pfaller, International Director of the Birkbeck Institute for the Humanities

About the Author
David Gunkel is professor of communication at Northern Illinois University. He is the managing editor of
the ‘International Journal of Zizek Studies'.

Paul A. Taylor is associate professor in the Institute of Communication Studies at the University of
Leeds.His previous publications include Zizek and the Media (Polity, 2011). He is the General Editor of the
'International Journal of Zizek Studies' and Editorial Board Member of the 'International Journal of
Baudrillard Studies', 'Fast Capitalism' and the 'International Journal of Badiou Studies'.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alta Valentin:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Heidegger and the Media (Theory and Media).

Timmy Gallegos:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya

 



think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Heidegger and the Media
(Theory and Media) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Minnie Rivera:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Heidegger and the Media (Theory and Media). You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Elsie Hawkins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you also know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Heidegger and
the Media (Theory and Media).
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