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Many parents delight in their child's imaginary companion as evidence of a lively
imagination and creative mind. At the same time, parents sometimes wonder if
the imaginary companion might be a sign that something is wrong. Does having a
pretend friend mean that the child is in emotional distress? That he or she has
difficulty communicating with other children? In this fascinating book, Marjorie
Taylor provides an informed look at current thinking about pretend friends,
dispelling many myths about them.
In the past a child with an imaginary companion might have been considered
peculiar, shy, or even troubled, but according to Taylor the reality is much more
positive--and interesting. Not only are imaginary companions surprisingly
common, the children who have them tend to be less shy than other children.
They also are better able to focus their attention and to see things from another
person's perspective. In addition to describing imaginary companions and the
reasons children create them, Taylor discusses other aspects of children's fantasy
lives, such as their belief in Santa, their dreams, and their uncertainty about the
reality of TV characters. Adults who remember their own childhood pretend
friends will be interested in the chapter on the relationship between imaginary
companions in childhood and adult forms of fantasy. Taylor also addresses
practical concerns, providing many useful suggestions for parents. For example,
she describes how children often express their own feelings by attributing them
to their imaginary companion.
If you have a child who creates imaginary creatures, or if you work with pre-
schoolers, you will find this book very helpful in understanding the roles that
imaginary companions play in children's emotional lives.
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Many parents delight in their child's imaginary companion as evidence of a lively imagination and creative
mind. At the same time, parents sometimes wonder if the imaginary companion might be a sign that
something is wrong. Does having a pretend friend mean that the child is in emotional distress? That he or she
has difficulty communicating with other children? In this fascinating book, Marjorie Taylor provides an
informed look at current thinking about pretend friends, dispelling many myths about them.
In the past a child with an imaginary companion might have been considered peculiar, shy, or even troubled,
but according to Taylor the reality is much more positive--and interesting. Not only are imaginary
companions surprisingly common, the children who have them tend to be less shy than other children. They
also are better able to focus their attention and to see things from another person's perspective. In addition to
describing imaginary companions and the reasons children create them, Taylor discusses other aspects of
children's fantasy lives, such as their belief in Santa, their dreams, and their uncertainty about the reality of
TV characters. Adults who remember their own childhood pretend friends will be interested in the chapter on
the relationship between imaginary companions in childhood and adult forms of fantasy. Taylor also
addresses practical concerns, providing many useful suggestions for parents. For example, she describes how
children often express their own feelings by attributing them to their imaginary companion.
If you have a child who creates imaginary creatures, or if you work with pre-schoolers, you will find this
book very helpful in understanding the roles that imaginary companions play in children's emotional lives.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Taylor (psychology, Univ. of Oregon) deftly discusses imaginary companions and the roles they play in
children's lives. She discusses just what imaginary companions are and debates whether toys used
imaginatively fit the description. She also considers which children create imaginary companions, why they
do, and whether they can grasp the distinction between reality and fantasy. Taylor assures readers that
children who create imaginary companions are not the mentally unstable characters we so often encounter in
popular culture, and he gives educated parents and the professionals working with their children clear
information. Her thorough bibliography will be useful for further research. Given the dearth of books on the
subject, Taylor's meticulously researched and scholarly yet accessible book is highly recommended for both
academic and large public libraries.AMarija Sanderling, Rochester P.L., NH
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Engrossing reading for those whose children have invisible pals or who had them themselves, and for those
interested in creativity and in how children develop conceptions of reality."--Booklist

About the Author

Marjorie Taylor is Professor of Psychology at the University of Oregon. She lives in Eugene, Oregon.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melissa Hopkins:

The book Imaginary Companions and the Children Who Create Them can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Imaginary
Companions and the Children Who Create Them? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share
all of these. Book Imaginary Companions and the Children Who Create Them has simple shape but you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Brian Kelley:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel



happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Imaginary
Companions and the Children Who Create Them is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Lisa Potter:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Imaginary Companions and the Children
Who Create Them publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Imaginary
Companions and the Children Who Create Them as good book not simply by the cover but also from the
content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Arthur Prince:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Imaginary Companions and the Children Who Create Them can make you experience
more interested to read.
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