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Mahlet, ayoung Ethiopian girl with a gift for storytelling, has a special bond with
Y acob, the oldest in her household. When Y acob tells her stories of how he and
the other warriors fought in the resistance against the Italian occupation of
Ethiopia, Mahlet vows to become the keeper and teller of her family’ s stories.
From the time of Menelik to the present, Mahlet's long voyage through time and
space links thousands of stories between Africaand Europe. Intensely personal,
this powerful and beautifully narrated novel tells the story of the Italian
occupation of Ethiopiaaswell as of others around the globe who have suffered
under colonialism or have been forcibly exiled from their homelands.
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Mahlet, ayoung Ethiopian girl with a gift for storytelling, has a specia bond with Y acob, the oldest in her
household. When Y acob tells her stories of how he and the other warriors fought in the resistance against the
Italian occupation of Ethiopia, Mahlet vows to become the keeper and teller of her family’s stories. From the
time of Menelik to the present, Mahlet's long voyage through time and space links thousands of stories
between Africaand Europe. Intensely personal, this powerful and beautifully narrated novel tells the story of
the Italian occupation of Ethiopia as well as of others around the globe who have suffered under colonialism
or have been forcibly exiled from their homelands.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Gabriella Ghermandi is part of an increasingly larger group of so-called Italian 'migrant writers coming
from Africa, Asia, and Latin Americawho, since the early 1990s, have contributed to Italian culture and
language... though their input has not been without contention within Italian academia and its canons."
Clarissa Cl6

"[A] heart-wrenchingly beautiful novel." ?Perspectives on History

"Queen of Flowers and Pearlsis awonderful, absorbing new novel that is part of |U Press Global African
Voices... [R]eaders can be assured that Mahlet will finally discover herself and her placein the world in the
course of some gratifyingly suspenseful chapters.” ?

"Ghermandi weaves personal memory into collective history.... Queen of Flowers and Pearls offers aguiding
perspective to help us form questions and seek answers from the present as well as the past. Perhaps most
hopefully, it makes us consider the current repression in light of the past victories of the Ethiopian citizenry."
Washington Post

"Ghermandi's patient, rhapsodic compilation reflects Mahlet's own struggle with her identity as an Ethiopian
and, when she relocates to Italy for her education, as aforeigner... This singular coming-of-age story defined
by political upheaval and ancestral secretsintroduces a sensitive, perceptive storyteller on the brink of
womanhood.” ?Kirkus Reviews

"Gabriella Ghermandi is one of the authors most invested in exploring the postcolonia dimension of
contemporary Italian multiculturalism, and she isto my knowledge the only one who has taken on Italy's
occupation of Ethiopia as the subject of fiction.” ?Allison Van Deventer, Harvard University, Bloom
Magazine

About the Author

Gabriella Ghermandi was born in Addis Ababa and livesin Bologna, Italy. She writes and acts in narrative



playsthat she producesin Italy and Switzerland. She also conducts creative writing workshops for schools.
Thisis her first novel.

Giovanna Bellesia-Contuzzi is Professor of Italian Language and Literature at Smith College. Sheis
trandator, with Victoria Offredi Poletto of Little Mother (IUP, 2011).

Victoria Offredi Poletto is Senior Lecturer in Italian Emerita at Smith College.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Brian Wilson:

The book Queen of Flowers and Pearls: A Novel (Global African Voices) can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book Queen of Flowers and Pearls. A Novel (Global African Voices)? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely right. Right now,
try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; itis
possible to share all of these. Book Queen of Flowers and Pearls. A Novel (Global African Voices) has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous
world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Paul Heider:

This book untitled Queen of Flowers and Pearls: A Novel (Global African Voices) to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit onit. You
will easily to buy thiskind of book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Patricia Nebeker:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Queen of Flowers and Pearls. A Novel (Global
African Voices) can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jason Howell:

This Queen of Flowers and Pearls: A Novel (Global African Voices) is brand new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Queen of



Flowers and Pearls: A Novel (Global African Voices) can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book
especially thisone. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't missthe
ideal Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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