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The past two decades of politics in Washington have seen increased partisanship,
prolonged stalemates, and numerous scandals. For today's teenagers and young
adults, years of ineffective and inefficient political leadership have completely
eroded any sense that politicians or government have the ability to do good or
effect positive change. Worse, the mean-spirited, dysfunctional political system
that has come to characterize American politics has turned young people off to
the idea of running for office. With more than 500,000 elected positions in the
United States, what will happen when this generation is expected to take the reins
of political power?

Through an original, national survey of more than 4,000 high school and college
students, as well as more than 100 in-depth interviews, Jennifer L. Lawless and
Richard L. Fox find that young Americans feel completely alienated from
contemporary politics and express little ambition or aspiration to run for office in
the future. The overwhelming majority see nothing particularly noble about those
currently in office, viewing most as dishonest, self-interested, and disinterested in
helping their constituents. These young people want to improve their
communities and enact change in the world; but they don't think politics is the
way to achieve these goals. In fact, they look disdainfully upon the prospects of
growing up to be a mayor, governor, senator, or even president of the United
States. Running from Office explores young people's opinions about
contemporary politics and their political ambition (or lack of it). The book paints
a political profile of the next generation that should sound alarm bells about the
long-term, deeply embedded damage contemporary politics has wrought on U.S.
democracy and its youngest citizens.

As disheartening as their conclusions sound, Lawless and Fox end with practical
suggestions for how new technologies, national service programs, and well-
strategized public service campaigns could generate political ambition in young
people. Today's high school and college students care deeply about improving
the future, and it's not too late to ensure that they view running for office as an
effective way to do so.
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The past two decades of politics in Washington have seen increased partisanship, prolonged stalemates, and
numerous scandals. For today's teenagers and young adults, years of ineffective and inefficient political
leadership have completely eroded any sense that politicians or government have the ability to do good or
effect positive change. Worse, the mean-spirited, dysfunctional political system that has come to characterize
American politics has turned young people off to the idea of running for office. With more than 500,000
elected positions in the United States, what will happen when this generation is expected to take the reins of
political power?

Through an original, national survey of more than 4,000 high school and college students, as well as more
than 100 in-depth interviews, Jennifer L. Lawless and Richard L. Fox find that young Americans feel
completely alienated from contemporary politics and express little ambition or aspiration to run for office in
the future. The overwhelming majority see nothing particularly noble about those currently in office, viewing
most as dishonest, self-interested, and disinterested in helping their constituents. These young people want to
improve their communities and enact change in the world; but they don't think politics is the way to achieve
these goals. In fact, they look disdainfully upon the prospects of growing up to be a mayor, governor,
senator, or even president of the United States. Running from Office explores young people's opinions about
contemporary politics and their political ambition (or lack of it). The book paints a political profile of the
next generation that should sound alarm bells about the long-term, deeply embedded damage contemporary
politics has wrought on U.S. democracy and its youngest citizens.

As disheartening as their conclusions sound, Lawless and Fox end with practical suggestions for how new
technologies, national service programs, and well-strategized public service campaigns could generate
political ambition in young people. Today's high school and college students care deeply about improving
the future, and it's not too late to ensure that they view running for office as an effective way to do so.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jennifer L. Lawless is a Professor of Government and the Director of the Women & Politics Institute at
American University. Her research focuses on gender, political ambition, and campaigns and elections in the
United States.

Richard L. Fox is a Professor of Political Science at Loyola Marymount University. He conducts research
on the U.S. Congress, elections, media and politics, and women and politics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joan Jackson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Running from Office: Why Young
Americans are Turned Off to Politics is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Travis McDonald:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
listing in your reading list is actually Running from Office: Why Young Americans are Turned Off to
Politics. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person.
By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Andrew Howe:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide Running from Office: Why Young Americans are Turned Off to
Politics was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that
you simply wanted.



Duncan Houghton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this
Running from Office: Why Young Americans are Turned Off to Politics.
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