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STATISTICS

A Very Short Introduction

Statistical ideas and methods underlie just about every aspect of modern life.
From randomized clinical trialsin medical research, to statistical models of risk
in banking and hedge fund industries, to the statistical tools used to probe vast
astronomical databases, the field of statistics has become centrally important to
how we understand our world. But the discipline underlying all these is not the
dull statistics of the popular imagination. Long gone are the days of manual
arithmetic manipulation. Nowadays statistics is a dynamic discipline,
revolutionized by the computer, which uses advanced software tools to probe
numerical data, seeking structures, patterns, and relationships. This Very Short
Introduction sets the study of statistics in context, describing its history and
giving examples of its impact, summarizes methods of gathering and evaluating
data, and explains the role played by the science of chance, of probability, in
statistical methods. The book also explores deep philosophical issues of
induction--how we use statistics to discern the true nature of reality from the
limited observations we necessarily must make.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very
Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting
topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issuesin hundreds of key
topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Statistical ideas and methods underlie just about every aspect of modern life. From randomized clinical trials
in medical research, to statistical models of risk in banking and hedge fund industries, to the statistical tools
used to probe vast astronomical databases, the field of statistics has become centrally important to how we
understand our world. But the discipline underlying all these is not the dull statistics of the popular
imagination. Long gone are the days of manual arithmetic manipulation. Nowadays statistics is a dynamic
discipline, revolutionized by the computer, which uses advanced software tools to probe numerical data,
seeking structures, patterns, and relationships. This Very Short Introduction sets the study of statisticsin
context, describing its history and giving examples of itsimpact, summarizes methods of gathering and
evaluating data, and explains the role played by the science of chance, of probability, in statistical methods.
The book also explores deep philosophical issues of induction--how we use statistics to discern the true
nature of reality from the limited observations we necessarily must make.

About the Series. Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

David J. Hand is Professor of Mathematics, Imperial College, London, and the author of Information
Generation: How Data Rule Our World; Pattern Detection and Discovery; and many other works.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Caroline Petrie:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Statistics: A Very
Short Introduction suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically
the book untitled Statistics: A Very Short Introductionis one of several books which everyone read now. This
kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Kevin White;

Precisely why? Because this Statistics: A Very Short Introduction is an unordinary book that the inside of the
e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret thisinside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So,
still want to hesitate having that book? If | were you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Staci Luton:

Beside this specific Statistics: A Very Short Introduction in your phone, it could possibly give you away to
get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got hereisfreshin
the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have Statistics: A Very Short Introduction because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's al about. Oh come on, that won't happen
if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to missthat? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

David Thompson:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can



know everything we want. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This book Statistics: A Very Short Introduction was filled with regards to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct
feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of abook, you can experience enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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