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In The Alternative Introduction to Biological Anthropology, author Jon Marks
presents an innovative framework for thinking about the major issues in the field
with fourteen original essays designed to correlate to the core chapters in
standard textbooks. Each chapter draws on and complements--but does not
reconstitute (except for the sake of clarity)--the major data and ideas presented in
standard texts. Marks explores such topics as how we make sense of data about
our origins, where our modern ideas comes from, our inability to separate natural
facts from cultural facts and values as we try to understand ourselves, and the
social and political aspects of science as a culturally situated mental activity.

Features

* Offers clear, intelligent, and completely original discussions-injected with a
sense of humor-that will keep students reading
* Addresses core topics in a way that does not simply mirror what is in the basic
textbooks but offers a new spin, thereby fostering critical thinking
* Complements traditional textbooks in biological anthropology and explores
connections between biological and general anthropology
* Provides expert integration of topics, coherent narratives, and salient examples
* Utilizes theme statements at the start of each chapter that introduce the breadth
of information covered and engage students in the material
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is the best introductory book out there. Marks is a very effective and clear writer with an engaging and
personal style. He does a wonderful job of placing biological anthropology appropriately within its
theoretical and disciplinary context."--Adam Van Arsdale, Wellesley College

"The Alternative Introduction to Biological Anthropology is in a class of its own. It is a very approachable
text injected with humor to grab students' attention."--Amelia Hubbard, Wright State University

"I like the critical approach that this book takes. Marks gives great examples that serve to illustrate his points
clearly. I also like the direct, dynamic, and intelligent writing style."--Debbie Guatelli-Steinberg, Ohio State
University

"The Alternative Introduction to Biological Anthropology is infused with perspective and personality. It is
unique, effective, and successful. The book's pedagogical approach is why I use it. It reminds us that science
is a human endeavor and therefore subject to human imperfections."--Thad Bartlett, University of Texas at
San Antonio

"The most remarkable aspect of this book is how much material is covered in so little space. I am most
impressed with Marks's talent for compressing so many important ideas in succinct, meaningful summaries.
There is not a wasted word in this book."--Virginia Betz, Phoenix College

About the Author

Jon Marks is Professor of Anthropology at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. He is a past
president of the General Anthropology Division of the American Anthropological Association and was the
recipient of the AAA/Mayfield Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching. He is the author of Why I
Am Not a Scientist: Anthropology and Modern Knowledge (2009); What It Means to Be 98% Chimpanzee:
Apes, People, and Their Genes (2002), which won the 2003 W. W. Howells Prize from the Biological
Anthropology Section of the American Anthropological Association and the 2009 J. I. Staley Prize from the
School for Advanced Research; and Human Biodiversity: Genes, Race, and History (1995).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Michael Carr:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Alternative Introduction to Biological Anthropology your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The The Alternative Introduction to Biological Anthropology
giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for
your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going
to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Deborah Knight:

The book untitled The Alternative Introduction to Biological Anthropology contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you
can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want
to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Robin Norfleet:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Alternative
Introduction to Biological Anthropology can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Federico Hayward:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually The Alternative
Introduction to Biological Anthropology.
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