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"The Bottom Rung" presents an in-depth investigation of a population that is
becoming extinct in American society: the black farmer. Tracing patterns of
marriage and childbearing among both whites and blacks during the first decades
of this century, Stewart Tolnay pursues questions about how black southern farm
families were formed and dissolved, how they educated their children or put
them to work in the fields, and how they migrated in search of opportunity.
Further, he considers the possible legacy of these experiences for family lifein
contemporary urban environments. Making revealing and innovative use of
public records from the early part of the twentieth century, Tolnay challenges the
widely held idea that southern migrants to northern cities carried with them a
dysfunctional family culture. He demonstrates the powerful impact of economic
conditions on family life and views patterns of marriage and childbearing as
responsive to prevailing social, economic, and political conditions. In a
provocative extension of this perspective, Tolnay argues that current high levels
of single-parenthood among urban African American families likewise reflect
rational responses to the socio-economic environment and government policies.
By placing post-World War 11 demographic developments in awider historical
perspective, "The Bottom Rung" sheds new light on recent discussions of the
difficulties faced by the modern black urban family. The text is enhanced by
Dorothea Lange's and Russell Lee's poignant photographs.
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"The Bottom Rung" presents an in-depth investigation of a population that is becoming extinct in American
society: the black farmer. Tracing patterns of marriage and childbearing among both whites and blacks
during the first decades of this century, Stewart Tolnay pursues questions about how black southern farm
families were formed and dissolved, how they educated their children or put them to work in the fields, and
how they migrated in search of opportunity. Further, he considers the possible legacy of these experiences
for family life in contemporary urban environments. Making revealing and innovative use of public records
from the early part of the twentieth century, Tolnay challenges the widely held idea that southern migrants to
northern cities carried with them a dysfunctional family culture. He demonstrates the powerful impact of
economic conditions on family life and views patterns of marriage and childbearing as responsive to
prevailing social, economic, and palitical conditions. In a provocative extension of this perspective, Tolnay
argues that current high levels of single-parenthood among urban African American families likewise reflect
rational responses to the socio-economic environment and government policies. By placing post-World War
Il demographic developments in awider historical perspective, "The Bottom Rung" sheds new light on
recent discussions of the difficulties faced by the modern black urban family. The text is enhanced by
Dorothea Lange's and Russell Lee's poignant photographs.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This exciting and innovative analysis should be required reading for anyone seeking to understand the
origins of African-American family structure...Although the book has much to offer specialists, it is suitable
for a broad audience, including undergraduates in introductory courses... A major contribution to the
literature." - Steven Ruggles, American Journal of Sociology "By viewing developments over the course of
the century, first in the rural South and then in urban settings, Tolnay explains how economic changes,
government policies, and racial discrimination affected black families. Tolnay's arguments are persuasive,
and his study deserves careful attention.” - William F. Holmes, The Journal of American History "A solid
piece of scholarship. Tolhay's analysisillustrates the vital demographic patterns that defined southern black
lifein the first half of the 20th century, without forgetting the people behind the numbers." - Labour History
"Both a useful introduction to the demography of African-Americans and an important work that definitively
established important patterns of African-American demographic behavior in the first half of the 20th
century... A solid piece of scholarship." -- Labor History ADVANCE PRAISE "Tolnay's argument
contradicts the received wisdom of both the popular media and much scholarship. Thisisatimely and
critical study, important for scholars and forthose interested in public policy."-Orville Vernon Burton, author
of In My Father's House Are Many Mansions; Family and Community in Edgefield, South Carolina

About the Author
Stewart Tolnay is S. Frank Miyamoto Professor of Sociology at the University of Washington.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Roy Myers:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are till students or the idea for all
people in the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't wish do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book The Bottom Rung: African
American Family Life on Southern Farms. All type of book can you see on many resources. Y ou can look
for the internet resources or other social media.

Johanna Her nandez:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
reguire something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
man or woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They
need to answer that question mainly because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar
in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this kind of
The Bottom Rung: African American Family Life on Southern Farmsto read.



Debbie Brown:

The Bottom Rung: African American Family Life on Southern Farms can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The author giving his’her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The
Bottom Rung: African American Family Life on Southern Farms however doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Lef Gibbs:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is The Bottom Rung: African American Family Life on Southern Farmsthis reserve
consist alot of theinformation of the condition of thisworld now. That book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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