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For more than five centuries the shamanistic fox cult has attracted large portions
of the Chinese population and appealed to a wide range of social classes. Deemed
illicit by imperial rulers and clerics and officially banned by republican and
communist leaders, the fox cult has managed to survive and flourish in individual
homes and community shrines throughout northern China. In this new work, the
first to examine the fox cult as a vibrant popular religion, Xiaofei Kang explores
the manifold meanings of the fox spirit in Chinese society. Kang describes
various cult practices, activities of worship, and the exorcising of fox spirits to
reveal how the Chinese people constructed their cultural and social values
outside the gaze of offical power and morality.
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Editorial Review

Review

The Cult of the Fox is bound to be the definitive work on the subject.

(Gerald Vinten Reviews in Religion and Theology)

Kang has indeed given us a superb study of the fox cult in premodern China.

(Philip Clart China Review International)

I am certain that others will benefit from reading it as much as I have.

(Chun-Fang Yu Journal of Chinese Religions)

This book serves as valuable material for all readers interested in East Asian religion, history, and culture.

(Miki Morita Religious Studies Review)

Review

Xiaofei Kang's beautiful book epitomizes two of the most remarkable current trends in the field of Chinese
religion: the interweaving of history, literature, and ethnology; and the uncovering of the widely
underestimated richness of modern northern China's religious world. It is an enchanting new look at ethics,
exorcism, and spirit-mediumship.

(Vincent Goossaert, research fellow, CNRS, Paris)

This book concerns a fascinating phenomenon in Chinese religion, society, and culture. Kang smoothly
blends both literary-historical and ethnographic evidence into an integrated, balanced, and creative
interpretation. The Cult of the Fox is particularly sophisticated in its sensitivity to the multiple meanings
associated with foxes and the various types of social actors involved in constructing those meanings. It is a
highly original, engagingly written, painstakingly researched work of scholarship that will immediately
become the key book on its subject and essential reading for anyone interested in East Asian religion,
culture, gender imagery, literature, and history.

(Robert Ford Campany , Indiana University, author of To Live as Long as Heaven and Earth: A Translation
and Study of Ge Hong's Traditions of Divine Transcendents)

Kang's book blends data from previously unexplored sources to show that the fox was a multivocal symbol
that different people manipulated in order to justify their position in Chinese society, and at times even resist
the imposition of standard cultural norms. Kang's stimulating treatment of the history of fox spirits rethinks
conventional wisdom about the underlying unity of Chinese culture, as well as the ability of officials and



elites to impose cultural integration from the top down. Full of vivid descriptions and thought-provoking
analysis, this book should prove inspirational for all readers with an interest in the religious and cultural
history of China.

(Paul Katz, Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica)

About the Author

Xiaofei Kang is an assistant professor of history at St. Mary's College of Maryland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terry Holmes:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Cult of the Fox:
Power, Gender, and Popular Religion in Late Imperial and Modern China. All type of book can you see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Willie Dreher:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The The Cult of the Fox: Power, Gender, and Popular Religion in Late Imperial
and Modern China will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Samuel Gorman:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Cult of the Fox: Power, Gender, and Popular
Religion in Late Imperial and Modern China can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Scott Foust:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the



world. By the book The Cult of the Fox: Power, Gender, and Popular Religion in Late Imperial and Modern
China we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must want to
read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this
book The Cult of the Fox: Power, Gender, and Popular Religion in Late Imperial and Modern China. You
can more attractive than now.
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