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A beautifully illustrated book of imaginary fables about Earth's early--and
lost--history.

Before our history began, another--now forgotten--civilization thrived. The
people who roamed Early Earth were much like us: curious, emotional, funny,
ambitious, and vulnerable. In this series of illustrated and linked tales, Isabel
Greenberg chronicles the explorations of a young man as he paddles from his
home in the North Pole to the South Pole. There, he meets his true love, but their
romance is ill-fated. Early Earth's unusual and finicky polarity means the lovers
can never touch.

As intricate and richly imagined as the work of Chris Ware, and leavened with a
dry wit that rivals Kate Beaton's in Hark! A Vagrant, Isabel Greenberg's debut
will be a welcome addition to the thriving graphic novel genre.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
An Amazon Best Book of the Month, December 2013: If The Encyclopedia of Early Earth is to be
believed, the primitive days of our planet were icy landscapes drawn with thick, stark lines and highlighted
with the careful use of bold colors. This beautiful comic, Isabel Greenberg's first, pulls on stories from
cultural and religious traditions--Genesis, Nordic legends, Greek myths--as well as the work of other
influential cartoonists--Kate Beaton, Seth, Jason--to create something unique and timeless. The stories here
are imbued with such wit and heart: Two lovers--one from the North Pole, the other from the South--cannot
come within two feet of each other because of their polar magnetization; an old woman defeats a giant with
her storytelling; a cartographer is aided by three "genius monkeys from the Island of What." Greenberg uses
our familiarity with archetypes to play with our expectations, bending these layered stories into something
strange and delightful. The Encyclopedia of Early Earth is a journey that takes us from one end of the Earth
to the other--just perhaps in the direction you'd least expect. --Kevin Nguyen

From Booklist
*Starred Review* A loving homage to storytelling itself, Greenberg’s first graphic novel isn’t an
encyclopedia at all but an intricately crafted mythology told from within a young man’s grand adventure.
Split into three beings as a baby, the boy(s) find his (their) way back into one, though he is missing a tiny but
crucial piece of his soul. In search of that tiny piece, he journeys farther from the snowy northern lands of his
home than anyone before and encounters Greenberg’s powerfully realized imaginary cultures. Along the
way, he shares and accumulates tales that encompass creation, cataclysm, war, jealousy, and compassion,
even as the overarching story follows him and his great love to their own poignant end. Sewing in her own
sly humor, Greenberg deeply immerses readers in the themes and lessons of world mythology, but she
remarkably never merely apes classic myths—the way each of Early Earth’s cultures tweaks the same ideas
and characters for their own myths is a veritable lesson in comparative theology. Just as essentially evocative
is her art, which uses simple, childlike illustrations to channel the power of ancient cave paintings and
archetypal images from our own imaginations. A unique, compelling stunner from one to watch. --Jesse
Karp

Review
One of Time's Top 10 Fiction Books of 2013

One of National Public Radio's Great Reads of 2013

One of Slate's Best Books of 2013

One of Amazon's Top Ten Books of December 2013

A Top Ten Graphic Novel of 2013, Booklist.

"It's a book about many things--love, snow, God, poisoned sausages...but mostly it's a celebration of
storytelling itself. Strange and wry and funny and beautifully drawn." ---Mark Haddon, author of The
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time

"Greenberg speaks of storytellers, but she's a great storyteller hself, and it's easy to be pulled into the worlds
that she writes, housed neatly by tight drawings in a style that is bright enough to bring these worlds to life,
and detached enough to feel a little otherworldly." ---Kate Beaton, author of Hark! A Vagrant

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


"The Encyclopedia of Early Earth is a delightful accordian of a book. This graphic novel casts a spell like
that of Scheherazade--when you sit down with it, prepare to stay until the last page." ---Eowyn Ivey, author
of The Snow Child

"A loving homage to storytelling itself...Sewing her own sly humor, Greenberg deeply immerses readers in
the themes and lessons of world mythology...Just as evocative is her art, which uses simple, childlike
illustrations to channel the power of ancient cave paintings and archetypal images from our own
imaginations. A unique, compelling standout." -- Jesse Karp, Booklist

"This little gem of a graphic novel is... Part storybook, part allegory, part meditation on the need for mankind
to tell stories, the book manages to encompass all of existence without ever feeling too big for its britches.
Never has a story about the primordial world felt so cozy." - A.V. Club

"Hugely imaginative and sardonically funny" - Glen Weldon, author of Superman: The Unauthorized
Biography

"Ambitious and impressive enough as a feat of world-building, but it's a good deal more than that. From its
gods and ghosts and monsters, a rich and palpably human tale emerges - a sad and unshowily beautiful love
story that lands with an emotional impact you likely won't see coming." -- National Public Radio

"Hands down the most accomplished and satisfying graphic novel of the year." ---Salon

"In all its trapdoored complexity, its stories within stories about stories, The Encyclopedia of Early Earth is a
funny and touching celebration of the narrative species that we are." --- Slate

"It seems most years there is a singular graphic novel release that positions itself above the majority:
Building Stories (Chris Ware) in 2012, Habibi (Craig Thompson) in 2011...I would suggest Isabel
Greenberg's book could be that title this year." --- IGN

"Utterly charming...a graphic remaining of early Earth that is both a tribute and send-up of the folk tales we
know." -- The Buffalo News

"Graphic novel lovers will be enamored of Greenberg's breathtaking artwork and the vividness of her
apparently boundless imagination. For fans of meta-fictions, her story twists around itself, creating new
iterations of ongoing histories. This is mythmaking at its finest, as Greenberg melds ancient oral traditions
with her own spectacular interpretations, neatly bringing it all together in the closing pages." -- Shelf
Awareness

"It's pieced together from bits of the Old Testament, a little Greek mythology, and some of this and that, told
as a series of stories that nest and dovetail with one another in a way that is at once unpretentious and
straightforward, but also complex, meaty, and ultimately very satisfying... the themes from these stories wrap
around each other as a series of simple variations that build to a crescendo of marvelous richness." -Boing
Boing

"A handsome volume with the intimacy and sweep of a modern fairy tale."?Chicago Tribune's Printers Row
Journal

"An entrancing new graphic novel...Dreamy and thoughtful, yet also sharp and smart, this Encyclopedia
conjures visions of an ancient world merely a hairsbreadth from our own." --Florida Weekly



"When it was released at the very end of 2013, Isabel Greenberg's The Encyclopedia of Early Earth very
quickly turned its author from a young cartoonist with a first book to one of the most acclaimed of her
generation." - Comic Book Resources

"Greenberg's stunning graphic novel, her first, isn't an encylopedia at all but an intricately crafted mythology
told from within a young man's grand adventure."?Booklist

"[The stories] are all wonderfully real and magical, otherworldly yet familiar."?Shelf Awareness Pro

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jess Bolan:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this The Encyclopedia of Early Earth: A Novel, you are able to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Jennifer Handler:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book The Encyclopedia of Early Earth: A Novel it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
offers high quality.

Fredrick Alfred:

The Encyclopedia of Early Earth: A Novel can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Encyclopedia of Early Earth: A
Novel although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial imagining.



Maria Lamotte:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Encyclopedia of Early Earth: A Novel e-
book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question The Encyclopedia of Early Earth: A Novel as
good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge
book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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