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When The Nightless City was first published in 1899, it was deemed taboo in
polite circles. It is now considered a valuable historical document—albeit still
provocative—as a pioneering sociological study of the Yoshiwara Yukwaku:
Tokyo's infamous red-light district where the giving of pleasure became both a
tradition and a business. A consequence of old Japan's polygamous family
system (where men had multiple wives who bore them many children), the
Yoshiwara quarter offered a rough road to survival for the surplus daughters,
many of whom were sold into prostitution by families who could not afford to
keep them. It was thus regarded as a "necessary evil" that thrived from the late
nineteenth century well into the 1950s. Despite its dark underbelly of slavery and
abuse, the area was celebrated for its veneer of gaiety and the refinement of
pleasure. In fact, the Yoshiwara district held such an honored place in Japanese
tradition (and sexual tourism) that its demise in 1957 was lamented all over the
world. Rich in detail pertaining to the many aspects of Yoshiwara life—folklore,
ceremony, costume, erotic practices, and the like—The Nightless City is a
compelling examination of life behind the teahouse doors. Two maps and over 40
plates of illustrations are included from the original edition.
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When The Nightless City was first published in 1899, it was deemed taboo in polite circles. It is now
considered a valuable historical document—albeit still provocative—as a pioneering sociological study of
the Yoshiwara Yukwaku: Tokyo's infamous red-light district where the giving of pleasure became both a
tradition and a business. A consequence of old Japan's polygamous family system (where men had multiple
wives who bore them many children), the Yoshiwara quarter offered a rough road to survival for the surplus
daughters, many of whom were sold into prostitution by families who could not afford to keep them. It was
thus regarded as a "necessary evil" that thrived from the late nineteenth century well into the 1950s. Despite
its dark underbelly of slavery and abuse, the area was celebrated for its veneer of gaiety and the refinement
of pleasure. In fact, the Yoshiwara district held such an honored place in Japanese tradition (and sexual
tourism) that its demise in 1957 was lamented all over the world. Rich in detail pertaining to the many
aspects of Yoshiwara life—folklore, ceremony, costume, erotic practices, and the like—The Nightless City is
a compelling examination of life behind the teahouse doors. Two maps and over 40 plates of illustrations are
included from the original edition.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Celia Norton:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this The Nightless City:
Geisha and Courtesan Life in Old Tokyo (Dover Books on History, Political and Social Science) book as
starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This The Nightless City: Geisha and Courtesan Life in Old Tokyo (Dover Books
on History, Political and Social Science) book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with The Nightless City: Geisha
and Courtesan Life in Old Tokyo (Dover Books on History, Political and Social Science) content conveys
thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Nightless City: Geisha and
Courtesan Life in Old Tokyo (Dover Books on History, Political and Social Science) is not loveable to be
your top record reading book?

Christina Webb:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Nightless City: Geisha and Courtesan Life in Old Tokyo (Dover Books
on History, Political and Social Science) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards
to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Wayne McKnight:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those



publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book The Nightless City: Geisha and Courtesan Life in Old Tokyo (Dover Books on
History, Political and Social Science) we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To
become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book The Nightless City: Geisha and
Courtesan Life in Old Tokyo (Dover Books on History, Political and Social Science). You can more
attractive than now.
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