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Charting the history of contemporary philosophical and religious beliefs
regarding nature, Roderick Nash focuses primarily on changing attitudes toward
nature in the United States.  His work is the first comprehensive history of the
concept that nature has rights and that American liberalism has, in effect, been
extended to the nonhuman world.

“A splendid book.  Roderick Nash has written another classic.  This exploration
of a new dimension in environmental ethics is both illuminating and
overdue.”—Stewart Udall
    
“His account makes history ‘come alive.’”—Sierra

“So smoothly written that one almost does not notice the breadth of scholarship
that went into this original and important work of environmental
history.”—Philip Shabecoff, New York Times Book Review

“Clarifying and challenging, this is an essential text for deep ecologists and
ecophilosophers.”—Stephanie Mills, Utne Reader
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
For more than two centuries, the rights of people were the predominant concern of intellectuals and
reformers; in recent years, nature has been granted an ethical status equal to that of people, in what may be
the most dramatic expansion of morality in the history of human thought, says Nash ( Wilderness and the
American Mind ). He traces the origin of environmental ethics from the Roman jus animalium to the radical
groups of today (Greenpeace, Earth First!) and follows the new perspectives on nature through the writings
of Aldo Leopold, Rene Dubos and others. Nash notes that some theologians are questioning the Judeo-
Christian tradition of anthropocentrism, reinterpreting the Scriptures to include the rights of nature. Natural-
rights philosophy is simply the old American ideal of liberty applied to nature, he argues, placing
environmental ethics at the forefront of liberal thought in the 20th century. Illustrations.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Historian Nash systematically traces the philosophical concept of man and nature from ancient to modern
times in an engaging and readable manner. Then, focusing on America, he makes an analogy between the
"ethical extension" of rights from white males to blacks, women, and Indians, and calls for, as the next step,
a constitutional amendment in which "nonhuman life must not be deprived of life, liberty or habitat without
due process of law." Today's deep ecologists (those who place environmental concerns above human ones)
are far removed from past anthropocentric thought. Extensively footnoted, this is a major addition to the
field. Sondra Brunhumer, Western Michigan Univ., Kalamazoo
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"His account makes history 'come alive.'"--"Sierra"

"A splendid book. Roderick Nash has written another classic. This exploration of a new dimension in
environmental ethics is both illuminating and overdue."--Stewart Udall

"So smoothly written that one almost does not notice the breadth of scholarship that went into this original
and important work of environmental history."--Philip Shabecoff, "New York Times Book Review"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Gaither:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Rights of Nature: A
History of Environmental Ethics (History of American Thought and Culture)? Maybe it is being best activity
for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?



Charles Felton:

Exactly why? Because this The Rights of Nature: A History of Environmental Ethics (History of American
Thought and Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write
the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going
to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Kay Davidson:

Beside this The Rights of Nature: A History of Environmental Ethics (History of American Thought and
Culture) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details.
The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like
an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Rights of Nature: A History of
Environmental Ethics (History of American Thought and Culture) because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book
and also read it from currently!

Valeria May:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Rights of Nature: A History of Environmental Ethics (History of
American Thought and Culture) can make you experience more interested to read.
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